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|A man of courage and vision. He lived a 
H soldier and died as a soldier of peace * 
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The world’s leaders gathered in 
Jerusalem to mourn Yitzhak Rabin 
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Shock defeat for Tories 
over MPs’ earnings 

Nolan triumph as backbench rebellion gives Labour victory 


To the wail of sirens and eulo- 
gies by world leaders, Israel yes- 
terday buried its war hero and 

peacemaker Yitzhak Rabin, as- 
sassinated by a fellow Jew who 
opposed his peace with the 
Palestinians. 

Soldiers and statesmen 
sobbed as mourners ranging 
from US President Bill Clinton 
to Rabin's grand-daughter 
praised the prime minister who 
died for Middle East peace. 

President Clinton and Is- 
rael's former foes. Jordan’s 
King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, said 
the greatest memorial for Ra- 
bin would be to continue his dri- 
ve to end half a century of 
Arab -Israeli fighting. 

“He was a man of courage, 
a man of vision, and he was en- 
dowed with one of the greatest 
virtues that any man can have. 
He was endowed with humili- 
ty," said King Hussein. “You 
lived as a soldier. You died as 
a soldier for peace.” 

In Tel Aviv, student YigaJ 
Amir confessed in court to 
shooting Rabin because he was 
handing back land to Palestini- 
ans. His brother Hagai Amir 
prepared at least one of the 
dumdum bullets th3t shattered 
Rabin's chest at a peace rally on 
Saturday.-police said. 

The whole of Israel stood in 
silent tribute for two minutes 
when the sirens that each year 
commemorate the Nazi Holo- 
caust marked the start of the 
two-hour-long funeral on a 
Jerusalem hilltop. Seven sol- 
diers fired three volleys over the 
grave of the Six Day War army 
commander to conclude the 
emotional ceremony. 

Some 4.500 mourners stood 
beneath the pines and cypress- 
es of the Mount Herzl Nation- 
al Cemetenr, where Rabin's 
wooden coffin was lowered into 
a sandy grave. Only a small 
group of relatives and digni- 
taries were allowed to the 
graveside, where they placed 
earth on lop of the dag-draped 
coffin. 


Tens of thousands of ordinary 
Israelis bad followed the 
progress of the funeral cortege 
to the cemetery. 

President Clinton said: “Your 
prime minister was a martyr for 
peace, but he was a victim of 
hate. Surely, we must learn 
from his martyrdom that if 
people cannot let go of the ha- 
tred of their enemies, they risk 
sowing the seeds of hatred 
among themselves. 
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God's assassin, Section Two 

“i ask you, the people of Is- 
rael on behalf of my nau'on. thaL 
knows its own long litany of toss, 
from Abraham Lincoln to Pres- 
ident Kennedy, to Martin 
Luther King, do hot let that hap- 
pen to you” 

The funeral united Israelis in 
grief, but the muriicr showed 
how deeply divided their mili- 
tarised society is. Some blamed 
the climate "created by right- 
wing extremists who have 
likened Rabin to a Nazi for 
handing over much of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, which 
they consider their birthright- 

SetLlers in the Occupied Ter- 
ritories condemned the killing, 
but some hardliners in the West 
Bank settlement of Kiiyat Arba 
were unmoved. “Like every 
real Jew i feel very good. I feel 
more than good. He goi what 
he deserved, thank God,” said 
resident Arie Bar- Yosef. 

Leaders' tributes, pages 2, 3 
Leading article, page IS 
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OF SWITZERLAND 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

-■•political editor 

John Major and the Tory high 
command last night suffered a 
humiliating parliamentary ae- 
fcal when the Commons voted 
'322 lo 271 to compel MPs to dis- 

; Close their outside income by 

in 

^Thanks to a bgTory^a^ 

:MPs backed the most dramai- 
ic ebange this century m the 
rules which regulate ta“ 

- fairviour by agreeing to earnings 

^Jisdosure aswfil as “ j* 

-tfiaie hm on ■*«*"** 
' MPs in support of that co 

- mercial interests., 
^though thjdMW J* 

. , technically on a free 
ftf the face of a strong apped 
from Tony Newton, the Leader 


of the House, not to back a 
Labour amendment calling for 
disclosure, and a dear signal last 
week by the Prime Minister that 

he was against disclosure of 
earnings. _ . . 

Mr Major and Tbny Blair, the 
Labour leader, did not vote last 
night because they were at- 
tending the funeral in 
Jerusalem of Yitzhak Rabm- 
But the Prime Minister had 
made clear that he supported 
the Tory majority on the Nolan 
Select Committee, which pro- 
posed the advocacy tan. al- 
though he rejected Lord 
Nolan's position on disdooire. 

Earlier, Sir Edward Heath 
had led a ferocious counleHt- 

tack on Labour, it 

vras motivated by "a doctrine pf 
^ hatred”. By contrast, 

John Biffen, a former senior 
Tbry minis ter, broke rank with 
MrMajor to warn MPS that they 

Suld not, andin the end would 
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Lord Nolan: deep divisions in 
Commons over his report 

pot, ignore a "powerful mood 
of public anxiety" about their fi- 
nancial activities. 

Mr Biffen, speaking with the 
authority of a former Leader of 
the Commons, and Sir Edward 


as a former Prime Minister, ex- 
posed the deep divisions with- 
al the Tory party over Nolan. 

Labour sources last night 
claimed that MPs who sup- 
ported the Opposition in uie 
vote included Emma Nicholson, 
Peter Ttaumham, David Nichol- 
son, Richard Shepherd, John 
Biffen. Barry Porter, Allan 
Stewart and David Tredinninck 
- the MP censured earlier this 
year in the “cash for questions" 
row. Edwtna Currie abstained 
and said: "It has been, made 
dear to me In my constituency 
by committed Conservatives 
that they’re not happy about 
concealment" 

Mr Biffen, in stark contrast 
to Sir Edward Heath said there 
was an irreversible trend to- 
wards transparency of earn- 
ings outside Westminster: "I 
cannot see the House turning 
away from the requirement for 
financial disclosure.” 


Mr Biffen's intervention in 
the continuing row over bow 
MPs can best defend them- 
selves against complaints of fi- 
nancial “sleaze” came as the 
rebel Tory backbenchers voted 
down the recommendations of 
the ibry majority on the special 
select committee. 

Mr Biffen pointed out that it 
would soon be the norm for Lhe 
pay of in dividual company di- 
rectors to be identified in com- 
pany reports. Sir Richard 
Greenbuiy's committee on top 
pay has proposed Lhe inclusion 
of directors’ salaries from Jan- 
uary 1996. This meant that 
what an MP got as a director 
would be public knowledge, 
but what he received as a con- 
sultant “will remain within the 
veils of mystery”. He added: “I 
tell von - you can’t hold dial sit- 
uation. It's nothing to do with 
the decision we are taking to- 
day, but with other forces out- 


side this chamber which are re- 
quiring a different approach to 
disclosure.” 

Mr Newton said the advoca- 
cy ban - which would prevent 
MPs initiating debates asking 
questions or introducing Bills on 
behalf of their own commercial 
interests went “significantly fur- 
ther" than earlier regulations of 
the Commons. 

He insisted that the case for 
disclosure ’■fell away" if the ac- 
tivity itself was lo be banned. 
“On this as in evety other mat- 
ter, it is for the judgment of 
Members to decide.” he said. 

Moving the amendment in 
favour of disclosure of earnings. 
Ann Taylor, the shadow Leader 
of the House, said: "There are 
Members on both sides of the 
House who resent the fact that 
all MPs are getting a bad name 
because of the activities of 
a few." 

Nolan debate, page 4 
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to be dealt a serious overhaul divorce law- have 
ing sectj r is emerged unscathed from an 
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Andrew Main Ulster needs a Rabin. Page 19 
Teresa Gorman: Lord Mackay is right Page 19 
News Analysis: When historical monuments can’t 
take the strain of the tourists. Page 17 

Another View: King Arthur Pendragon says English 
Heritage should leave Stonehenge alone. Page 18 
Leading Article: “From the shared grief of this 
funeral to a shared peace and economic prosperity 
will involve another long and turbulent march. 
Yitzhak Rabin’s legacy is that his countrymen have 
been shown the way." P^ 18 


Weather Dry and bright in south-east England, the Midlands 
and East Anglia. Other areas will have some drizzle but it will 
be bright at times. Section Two, page 21 
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‘He had 

courage. 

He had vision. 
And he had 
a commitment 
to peace’ 


King Hussein 
of Jordan 



‘It falls to all of 
us who love 
peace and loved 
him to carry on 
the struggle for 
which he gave 
his life’ 

President Clinton 



The best 
memorial is to 
continue what 
he started, 
which is the 
peace process’ 

Hosni Mubarak r 
President of Egypt 



‘He did what he 
did so our 
children will no 
longer know the 
pain of war. 

That is our goal’ 

Boutros 

Boutros-Ghali 




enmities are forgotten as kings 


faces tough task to 
Israel’s deep divide 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 


“My heart is tom between un- 
precedented grief and unend- 
ing fear,” said Shimon Peres, 
acting Prime Minister, the day 
after' Yitzhak Rabin was shoL 
“Fear for the future fills my 
heart. Boundless and unending 
fear." 

Jt was a sombre beginning for 
Mr Peres. His period in office 
will inevitably be marked by the 
circumstances in which he took 
power. In the short term he will 
benefit from the backlash 
against the right, widely ac- 
cused of creating the atmos- 
phere of violence which ended 
in the death of Rabin. 

But Mr Peres knows (hat the 
divisions which led to the as- 
sassination arc deep and are not 
going to heal easily. Israeli so- 
ciety is riven by the Oslo ac- 
cords. which will will lead (o 
Palestinian self-rule and an Is- 
raeli withdrawal. These divisions 
may be muled for a few month 
but will inevitably re-emerge. 

Mr Peres could go for a snap 
election, but his political in- 
stincts are probably against it. 
The earliest they could happen 
is in three months, by which 
time the impact of Rabin's 
death will be diminishing. He 
may also want to show the first 
stages of Palestinian self-rule on 
the West Bank working. The 
withdrawal from the Palestinian 
towns is to be carried out over 
the next two months. 

Mr fferes. as a student of 
world politics, might be tempt- 
ed by the parallel with John 
Kennedy's death in 1963 and the 
sweeping electoral victory of 
Lyndon Johnson the following 
year. As with Rabin, Kennedy's 
political programme was in- 
complete and had to be finished 
by his successor. But LBJ was, 
iii some respects, better able to 
deliver JFK's civil-rights and so- 
cial programmes because he 
came from the conservative 
South. Now. it is the accom- 
modating Mr Peres who has to 
fill the shoes of the hardliner 
turned peace- maker. He must 
persuade even the moderate 
sections of the Israeli elec- 
torate that he can be trusted to 
make a secure peace. 

As Foreign Minister Mr 
Peres has always been difficult 



Shimon Feres, the interim Prime Minister, laying a 
wreath yesterday on Rabin’s grave Photograph: Reuter 


to read, even though he is ex- 
ceptionally loquacious: the veiy 
torrent of words often seems to 
obscure his true meaning. His 
writings have been poorly re- 
viewed on the grounds that 
they tend to overplay his role 
even in actions of which he 
could be genuinely proud. 

He was a relatively popular 
prime minister for 25 months 
under a power-sharing arrange- 
ment with the rival Likud par- 
ty in 1984-86. But he has long 
seemed out of place on Israel’s 
political stage, his visions of a 
new and flourishing Middle 


East rarely taken seriously by 
war-hardened Israelis. 

Four times — in 1977, 1981, 
1984 and 19S8 — he failed to 
win a national election outright. 
Problems welding coalitions 
and garnering support for secret 
peace plans gave him a repu- 
tation as a loser and a schemer. 

His has been an extraordi- 
nary career. Arriving in Israel 
from his native Poland at the 
age of 11, he began his public 
career in his 20s before Israel’s 
creation in 1948. He was only 
30 when David Ben-Gurion ap- 
pointed him director-general of 


the Ministry of Defence in 
1953. He played a critical role 
in creating the Israeli atomic 
bomb, a period during which he 
cultivated France. He speaks 
French and has continued to 
have many French friends. (He 
spent SO minutes with President 
Chirac yesterday). During the 
1960s he joined Ben-Gurion 
and Moshe Dayan to lead a 
right-wing breakaway from 
Labour. He was in government 
but held junior ministerial posts 
which were not prominent 
enough for him to be damaged 
by the 1973 war, which ended 
the political careers of Dayan 
and Golda Meir. 

During the 1970s he was on 
the right of Labour and a rival 
of Rabin, the prime minister up 
to 1977. In the aftermath of 
electoral defeat he took over 
leadership of Labour in a peri- 
od when Israel was dominated 
by the right-wing Likud party. 

In 1984-86 he was prime 
minister of a national-unity 
government and swung to the 
left but his contacts with Jordan 
and the PLO were thwarted by 
Likud. 

Peter Deman t, an historian, 
says Mr Peres has always suf- 
fered, perhaps unfairly, be- 
cause of his “image in the 
Israeli domestic arena — as op- 
posed to his international rep- 
utation — of being a 
well-heeled talker and shrewd 
manipulator rather than a 
statesman. Not one of us". Af- 
ter failing to get rid of Likud in 
1990, Mr Peres lost the leader- 
ship of Labour the following 
year to Rabin, a more success- 
ful vote-winner. 

Despite their famous rivalry, 
Mr Peres and Rabin were ex- 
traordinarily successful in co- 
operating when they won the 
1992 election. During talks with 
the Palestinians Mr Peres often 
appeared to be the scout, while 
Rabin was more conservative. 
The relationship between the 
two became dose. Mr Peres ap- 
pears sincerely shocked by the 
assassination and is going into 
deep mourning for seven days. 

Dr Demant says: “My hunch 
is that be won’t go for an early 
election, though he might have 
a better chance. He will prob- 
ably prefer to build a record of 
his own on which he can run 
successfully.” 



Yitzhak Rabin’s widow, Leah (centre, left) is comforted by her son, Yuval, while Rabin's grandson Yonatan a 
paratrooper, consoles his mother, Dalhia, at the Prime Minister’s burial yesterday Photograph: Jim Hollander/Retrter 


Movers and shakers impotent in the face of Middle East history 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 


ANALYSIS 


Jerusalem — There was a pow- 
erful, yet curiously impotent 
symboiism about the array of 
world leaders who came to 
make the trek from Tel Aviv up 
through the bare hills of Judaea 
to bury Yitzhak Rabin in the 
hillside cemetery reserved for Is- 
rael’s national heroes. 

As the streets of Tel Aviv lay 
deserted as at no time since the 
missile alerts of the Gulf war, 
the procession of dignitaries 
came to reaffirm the interna- 
tional community's commit- 
ment to the process of peaceful 
negotiation that Rabin set in 
motion. Behind the scenes of 


the funeral’s religious theatre 
there were hard-headed ex- 
changes about how best to pre- 
serve the political dialogue 
between Israel and its one- 
time Arab enemies. 

One by one, the jets landed 
from around the globe at the 
airport, closed for the day to 
civilian traffic. There was Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton's jumbo and 
a tiny executive jet from Qatar. 

There was a presidential air- 
craft of Georgia's President 
Eduard Shevardnadze and the 
Ilyushin (bat brought the lead- 
ers of modem Russia to the air- 
port through which so many of 
their Jewish former citizens 


have flowed to the promised 
land. The scene was lent an 
eerie imagery of military 
strength by the unexplained 
coming and going of enormous 
US raffitary transports. 

All the members of the 
Group of Seven industrialised 
nations were represented. So 
were small new countries and 
states that had held Israel in 
contemptuous isolation for 
most of Rabin's life. But sym- 
bols and public displays in the 
Middle East often serve mere- 
ly to comfort the foreign ob- 
server rather than to resolve the 
innermost conflicts which con- 
tinue to divide the region. 

The Israeli government ap- 
pears, for the moment, firmly re- 


solved to continue the peace 
process under the interim prime 
minister, Shimon Peres. But 
the assassination, having 
opened so marry raw wounds in 
Israeli society, has defined the 
terms of Israel's violent politi- 
cal debate so starkly that the as- 
sumption of Jewish solidarity no 
longer applies. This fracturing, 
this lethal retribution visited 
upon a figure who had been 
thought to combine warrior 
and guardian in his own per- 
sona. means that any successor 
to Yitzhak Rabin will tread a 
more cautious path. 

Practical steps are bound to 
come at once. President Clin- 
ton will feel bound to relaunch 
and reinvigorale the negotiat- 


ing process to which he has com- 
mitted his presidential pres- 
tige. Diplomats expect the 
Secretary of State, Warren 
Christopher, almost at once to 
make a new attempt to restart 
talks between Israel and Syria, 
its last remaining significant 
foe. 

Syria’s approach to peace is 
intertwined with that of 
Lebanon. Rabin, who deployed 
an iron fist against guerrillas op- 
era ting in south Lebanon, was 
so preoccupied by security Issues 
on the northern frontier that he 
made the pace of negotiation 
with Syria painfully slow. It 
will remain to be seen whether 
this violent shock to the sleepy 
Middle Eastern negotiating ma- 


chine may yet galvanise Syria 
and Israel to make hitherto un- 
welcome compromises. 

Nobody should forget the 
outpouring of grief and soli- 
darity among the Western na- 
tions that followed the 
assassination 14 years ago of 
President Anwar Sadat. Cut 
down by the bullets of a soldier 
in his own army fired by radi- 
cal Islam. Sadat was buried 
amid promises that his life’s 
work would be continued and 
advanced. Instead it has mere- 
ly been preserved. 

The arrival here yesterday of 
Sadat’s successor, Hosni 
Mubarak, was the first visit 
made to Israel by the Egyptian 
president in all the years he has 


held power. Israel and Egypt 
have a “cold peace". 

On paper, everything Israel 
wanted exists. Trade, diplo- 
matic relations, tourism, finan- 
cial and airline links. The Israeli 
flag flies in Cairo. But the long 
years of “cold peace" have not 
been infused with the least en- 
thusiasm on the part of ordinary 
Egyptians, and radical Mus- 
lims opposed to Mr Mubarak 
seethe both al his heavy-hand- 
ed repression of fundamental- 
ism and his alliance with the 
“Zionist entity". 

Yesterday’s great absentee 
was Yasser ArafaL The wounds 


are too recent, the pain too deep 
for even Rabin’s collaborators 


to witness Mr Arafat paying 


homage at his graveside. And 
for a shaken Mr Arafat, such an 
attendance could well have 
marked his own death-warrant. 

There were many quotations 
yesterday. It may be safely said 
that the good done by Yitzhak 
Rabin will not be interred with 
his bones. But the evils of the 
Middle East surely live after 
him, sanctioned by religion, 
channelled by politicians, and 
grounded still in the bitter, 
grinding contest for possession 
of the barren lands that sweep 
up past his resting-place 
through the wadis, villages, and 
minarets of the West Bank, 
and not least, in the psycho- 
logically divided city of 
Jerusalem itself. 
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‘His nobility in 
his personal 
dealings was 
supreme 
throughout’ 


Ezer Weizman, 
Israel's President 



‘The success of 
the peace 
process is his 
achievement. 

A hero in war 
and in peace’ 

Michael Heseldne 



There is no 
feeling of 
revenge in me, 
for the pain 
does not allow 
the space’ 

Noa Ben Arts, 
granddaughter 
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and presidents pay tribute to a hero 
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‘It is time for all 
of us to speak 
openly of peace’ 


Building bridges: King Hussein of Jordan delivers his eulogy in which he said Yitzhak Rabin crossed the divide to establish a legacy worthy of him 


Photograph: Reuters 


Jerusalem (AP) - Excerpts 
from King Hussein's eulogy at 
Yitzhak Rabin’s funeral: 

“1 never thought that the mo- 
ment would come like this when 
1 would grieve the loss of a 
brother, a colleague and a 
friend, a man, a soldier who met 
us on the opposite side of a di- 
vide, who we respected as he re- 
spected us, a man 1 came to 
know because 1 realise as he did 
that we had to cross over the di- 
vide, establish the dialogue and 
strive to leave also for us a lega- 
cy that is worthy of him. 

And so he did And so we be- 
came brethren and friends. 1 
have never been used to stand- 
ing except with you next to me, 
speaking of peace, speaking 
about dreams and hopes for 
generations to come that must 
live in peace, enjoy human dig- 
nity, come together, work to- 
gether to build a better future 
that is our right. 

Never in all my thoughts 
would it occur to me that my 
first visit to Jerusalem in re- 
sponse to your invitation, the in- 
vitation of the speaker of the 
Knesset, the invitation of the 
President of Israel, would be on 
such an occasion. 

You lived as a soldier. You 
died as a soldier for peace, and 
I believe it is time for all of us 
to come out openly and to 
speak of peace. Not here today 
but for all the times to come. W? 
belong to the camp of peace. We 
believe in peace. We believe that 
our one God wishes us to live 




HUSSJLIN SPEECH 

in peace and wishes peace upon 
us. For these are his teachings 
to all the followers of the three 
great monotheistic religions. 

the children of Abraham. 

Let us not keep silent. Let 
our voices rise high to speak of 
our commitment to peace for all 
times to come and let us tell 
those who live in darkness who 
are the enemies of light and true 
faith and religion and the teach- 
ings of our one God. This is 
where we stand. This is our 
camp. 

Maybe God will bless you 
with die realisation that you 
must join it, and we pray that 
you will. But otherwise we are 
not ashamed, nor are we afraid, 
nor arc we anything but deter- 
mined to conclude the legacy for 
which my friend fell as did ray 
grandfather in this very city 
when 1 was with him as but a 
young boy. He was a man of 
courage, a man of vision, and he 
was endowed with one of the 
greatest virtues that any man 
can have. He was endowed 
with humility. He had courage. 
He had vision, and he had a 
commitment to peace. And, 
standing here, I commit before 
you. before my people in Jor- 
dan, and before the world, my- 
self to continue to do the 
utmost to ensure Lhat wc shall 
leave a similar legacy. 

When my time comes. 1 hope 
it will be like my grandfather's, 
and like Yitzhak Rabin’s." 


Student tells court why 
he killed ‘grovelling’ PM 


TOVA COHEN 

Reuter 

Tel Aviv — The Jewish student 
YigaJ Amir confessed in a court 
here yesterday to killing the Is- 
' raeli Prime Minister, Yitzhak 
Rabin, saying: “I acted alone but 
maybe with God." 

But police said that his broth- 
er, Hagai Amir, was an accom- 
plice who prepared at least one 
of the dumdum bullets that bit 
Rabin at a peace rally in Tel Aw 
on Saturday. Yig£l Amir said he 
shot the Israeli leader because 
fac was handing over land to 
Palestinians. He called Rabin a 
groveller who^was “not my 
prime minister". 

Police told a magistrate that 
thev were investigating if the 25- 
vear-old law student belonged 
to the illegal extremist organi- 
sation known as Eyal. 

-I did not commit the act to 
slop the peace proc^be- 
cause there is no such concept 
as the peace process; it « a 

process of war,” ¥*££!!}£ 
“The people are indifferent to 

the fad that a Palestinian state 
to be held for l^dayswfrdepo- 

SBKHSKSs 


Aviv, a magistrate gave orders 
that Hagai Amir, also arrested 
on Saturday, be held for seven 
days. 

let, drfllecPa hole in it and 
turned it into a lethal bullet 
which causes for more damage 
than a regular one," a police of- 
ficer told the court. 

A dumdum bullet has a cut 
in its point that causes it to ex- 
pand on impact Police said that 
one of the bullets the brother 
prepared was taken from Ra- 
bin’s body. 



Amir: His brother prepared 

one of the lethal bullets . 


Hagai Amir “was a willing ac- 
complice in this assassinating 
even if he only foiled to prevent 
the crime,” the officer said. 

“On the day of the incident 
they both sat and watched tele- 
vision and Hagai saw him (Yi- 
gal) leave. We believe he knew 
where be was going and didn’t 
try to stop him.” 

An Israeli news-agency report 
quoted the assassin’s toother as 
telliqg the judge; “1 added an 
iron pellet to the tip of the bul- 
let This created a hollowness 
which enabled the bullet to be 
more accurate, and nothing 
else" 

The man who admitted to.Is- 
■ reel's first assassination of a 
prime minister sat calmly dur- 
ing. his court appearance, his 
bands clasped, and flanked by 
two policemen. 

“Before me is a suspect in 
one of the worst crimes ever 
committed in Israel, and from 
a public viewpoint possibly the 
worst committed at all times in 
this country," the magistrate 
said. . 

■ “The suspect confesses to 
the murder of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin ...and does not 
deity that he planned it in ad- 
vance and did it with a dear 
mind.” 

The police said Mr Amir 
came oat of the crowd in Ibl 
Aviv’s Kings of Israel Square 
and fired three shots with a 


i July during protests by Jew- 
h settlers of the occupied 


Beretta pistol. Rabin, hit in 
the back and stomach, died 90 
minutes later. 

The third bullet wounded a 
bodyguard. 

Mr Amir, who was arrested 
m 
isb 

West Bank against Rabin's poli- 
cies, said Jewish law allowed the 
killing of someone who tried to 
give land to an enemy. 

Legal sources said Mr Amir 
will probably face life impris- 
onment if convicted and his 
toother could receive the same 
sentence if charged with mur- 
der. IsraeTs Shin Bet secret ser- 
vice yesterday launched an 
investigation into the break- 
down in security that led to Ra- 
bin’s assassination. 

Questions are also being 
asked about why Rabin was not 
wearing a bullet-proof vest, 
how bodyguards let an aimed 
man get so close to him and 
whether the security agents 
were paying enough attention 
to the threat from right-wing Is- 
raeli extremists. 

■ Aides of the French Presi- 
dent, Jacques Chirac, said that 
the acting Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter, Shimon Peres, told Mr 
Chirac during a 50-minute 
meeting after yesterday's fu- 
neral that elections in Pales- 
tinian autonomous territories 
would take place as scheduled 
in January. ■ 


Unthinkable is now very possible’ 


STCPHAN1E N°LHN 

Jerusalem 

ultra -orthodox 



continue the peace process, 
said. “He’s not a strong man :Bke 
Rabin was." 

If Shimon Peres .does not 


W straight ahead U* wo* bfoTaid out and, more nnpor- 
tears drying on the *X^g. force settlers out of the 
Vora Bar-el was *ull west Bank, then, she said, there 


is risk of war. The shock of Mr 


Albert Gamal concurred. 
“Rabin did not get the chance 
to sake the peace he wanted,” 
the 60-year-old hospital order- 
lymused. “Bui Perez, he can (to 
it He pushed Rabin into doing 
h and he will continue it." 

The solemn mood in west 
Jerusalem extended into the 
Palestinian side of the city. Mr 
Raton had few admires in East 



Ma Hied 

guess he had to t.xp*- 

oh, it's awful " UD the 

In an empty a 

road, Yogit Shrf***, a 
medical sccreW-JJJJj 
telephone cord a ^j w0lT ied 
around her hands and 
for the future of 

“I don’t know if P en: 


death of Mr Rabin, the human 
being," said Munther Caqqaq, 
29, a software designer. “But we 


confident of Mr Ffcres’s abibty 
to lead, although few seemed to 

think that, as prime minister, he 

would be much different from cannot forget the orders Mr Ra- 
Mr Rabin his historic rivaL bin gave during the we 

“Shimon Peres has a strong remember the tivefruUets fired 


heart, he can be the leader we 
need," said student Rachela 
Haba, 24. 


into peaceful crowds." 

Mr Caqqaq (foes not feel Mr 
Rabin’s death threatens the 


fragile gains the peace process 
had brought the Palestinians. 

’This highlights the split in Is- 
raeli society but it won’t stop the 
peace process. Peres wifl have 
a free hand in implementing his 
vision of a new Middle East,” 
he said. 

Oussama Salah, 34, predict- 
ed the assassination might im- 
prove conditions in the 
occupied territories. 

“Maybe they will do some- 
thing about these extremists 
who do not pay any attention to 
the law of their state.” 

Mr Salah worries, however, 
that without the strength of Mr 
Rabin' die Labour party cannot 
win an election. The only hope 
for the Palestinians, he be- 
lieves, is for the government to 
go as for as it can before they 
must go to the polls. 
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Public ‘anxiety’ will force MPs to disclose 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Parliamentary Correspondent 

John Biffen, the former Leader 
of the Commons, yesterday 
forecast that MPs wall eventu- 
ally be forced by the public 
mood to disclose not only their 
earnings from parliamentary- 
related work but also all their 
outside income. 

Raising the tone of a testily 
introspective debate on Lora 
Nolan's recommendations on 
MPs’ conduct, the former Tory 
Cabinet minister said there was 
“a powerful mood of public 
anxiety* - about how MPs 
performed. “The institution 
cannot be separated from its 
membership." 

Mr Biffen pointed out that, 
in the corporate sector, com- 
panies had now to 1 st directors' 
fees in the company accounts. 
This situation would be unten- 
able if the fees of MPs who were 
directors were disclosed, but 
those of MPs who were con- 
sultants remained veiled in mys- 
tery. “1 cannot see the House 
turning away from the require- 
ment for financial disclosure. If 
it is good enough in the corpo- 
rate sector, this will be the 
engine of change that will run 
through our procedures. 1 
believe it will run eventually to 
non-pariiamenLary interests." 

Opening the debate, Tony 
Newton, the current Leader of 
the Commons, urged MPs to 
b3ck the select committee's 
recommendations for a ban on 
advocacy and reject Labour's 
call for the full disclosure of pay- 
ments relating to their position 
as MPs. 

He hailed the package of 
reforms as the “most significant 
strengthening of our rules for 
decades" and claimed, as John 
Major had previously, that a ban 
on paid advocacy went “signif- 
icantly further" than the curbs 


proposed by Lord Nolan. Sev- 
eral Tories complained that it 
would inhibit their ability to 
speak up on issues. Tony Banks, 
Labour MP for Newham NW, 
said be received support from 
the Internationa] Fund for An- 
imal Welfare to employ an ad- 
ditional member of staff. “If I 
continue to do so,” he asked, “ 
... am I then prevented from ini- 
tiating debates and asking ques- 
tions and putting down Bills or 
Early Day Motions?" 

Mr Newton told him that, un- 
der the changes: “if you are re- 
ceiving payment or a benefit of 
kind such as the payment for a 
research assistant the answer 
would be ‘yes’." 

Ann Thy lor, shadow leader of 
the House, dismissed stories 
about income tax returns being 
made public as “no more than 
smoke-screens, and a diversion 
from the central issue." She 
warned that there was far more 
chance of MPs 1 tax returns be- 
ing made public if her amend- 
ment was defeated." 

To Opposition cheers, Mrs 
Taylor said: “There are Mem- 
bers on both sides of the House 
who resent the fact that all Mft 
are getting a bad nam e because 
of the activities of a few." 

For the Liberal Democrats, 
Robert Marie on an said it was 
“not only the venal behaviour 
of some MPs which should be 
under the spotlight", ft was the 
failure of Parliament to do its 
job which fostered the growth 
of the lobbying business. 

“The huge increase in the 
volume of legislation, inade- 
quacy of consultation, poor 
preparation, the partisan nature 
of these measures - have 
all contributed to the growth in 
the amty of consultants outside 
Parliament. It is their business 
to get a fair hearing for 
those interests affected by 
Parliament. 
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Call for disclosure: Lord Nolan, whose recommendations have given rise to a ‘testily Introspective’ debate on MPs’ hidden earnings 


“Nolan has offered some 
medicine, which Parliament 
should swallow. But it has been 
treating the symptoms rather 
than the cause. There is a sys- 
tematic failure in Parliament 
which requires a Great Reform 
Act to unpack our Westminster 
model of government." 


Arguing for disclosure, Tory 
David Wilshire said he was fed 
up of being called a “sleazebag". 
“Every time Tory MPs are 
attacked I am included, and it 
hurts." Mr W ilshir e said he 
would not be voting for Labour 
but for Parliament. He would 
not be voting against Ins friends 


and the Government but 
against sleaze. 

He challenged his colleagues: 
“Do we have what it takes to 
restore public confidence in 
the House of Commons? Are 
we prepared to swallow bard 
and pay a high price to redeem 
our reputation?" 


Former Tory Cabinet minis- 
ter Tom King, a member of the 
Nolan committee, said they 
had found real difficulties in dis- 
tinguishing between advice and 
advocacy, and were concerned 
that it might unreasonably re- 
strict the perfectly legitimate ex- 
pression of views on behalf of 


constituents or of perfectly 
reputable outside bodies. 

He was also worried at the 
speed at which the whole Nolan 
exercise had been conducted. 
“1 worry as to whether these 
changes have been totally 
thought through." 

However, he said that the ban 


photograph: Dillon Biyderi 


s certainly a major step forward: 
“I don't think I'm the only 
Member of this House who wry 
much regrets that we are here 
at all on this occasion." 

He warned: “No matter how 
many rules are written, there 
will be attempts to evade them 
by some." 


Tighter controls in US merely divert money into new channels 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Tight legal controls on politi- 
cians' financial interests in the 
United Stales have done noth- 
ing to end either the perception 
that political influence can be 
bought and sold, or the debate 
about disclosure. 

In the US, direct contributions 
from individuals of more than 
$ 1,000 to politicians have been 


banned since the Seventies. Do- 
nations of more than $200 in a 
year have to be published It may 
surprise many that contribu- 
tions from companies and trade 
unions are banned altogether. It 
surprised the Prudential insur- 
ance company, which was fined 
$550,000 by the Federal Election 
Commission last year for 
fundraising for various candi- 
dates in the late Eighties. 

But the main effect of this 


legislation was to channel mon- 
ey through “political action 
committees", or PACs, which 
spend money on behalf of can- 
didates while remaining tech- 
nically independent of them. 

The House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich is supported by a fund 
called Gopac, which was gen- 
erously funded by Golden Rule, 
a health insurance company 
lobbying against Bill Clinton’s 
healthcare reform plans. 


Republican Senator Bob 

Clinton fortEe* ar^denwnext 
year, is backed by the Better 
America Foundation, which was 
at the centre of a row this sum- 
mer. “Senator Dole’s support for 
comprehensive telecommuni- 
cations reform has absolutely 
nothing to do with contributions 
to the Better America Founda- 
tion," said an aide to Mr Dole, 
after it was disclosed that 


telecomm unications companies 
had donated $800,000. 

In addition, so-called “soft 
money flows into US politics 
through the political parties’ 
federal and state organisations, 
which are not controlled by law. 
This has had the unintended 
consequence of strengthening 
the Democratic and Republican 
party machines, which were de- 
liberately weakened by legisla- 
tion over the previous century in 


order to counter earlier cor- 
ruption scandals. 

Mr Clinton was elected Pres- 
ident three years ago on a 
promise to clean up “pork- 
barrel politics", and he intro- 
duced some measures immedi- 
ately. Journalists were taken 
aback, for example, to find that 
all government officials were 
forbidden to accept hospitality 
worth more than $25. 

Mr Gingrich and his Repub- 


lican allies were then elected to 
a majority in both Houses of 
Congress In last year’s mid-term 
elections on another promise to 
cleanse the system. 

The Republican new right 
immediately flexed its muscles, 
bringing Congress members “un- 
der the same laws as all other 
American citizens", ending some 
of the perks of elected office. 

But the debate on the rela- 
tionship between money and pol- 


itics goes on. Tighter controls on 
PACs are often canvassed, but it 
would be hard to stop third par- 
ties supporting candidates. 
There is a surprising amount of 
interest, however, in one aspect ' 
of the British system - free par- 
ty political broadcasts. One of the 
most criticised aspects of the US 
system is how wealthy Interests, 
through PACs, can buy television 
advertising time, the nation’s 
most powerful political tool. 
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escapers 


COUN Brown 

Chief Pomcat Correspondent 

, Jtepublic of Ireland by Britain 

,: Sir tWO t I % P riSOnerS Who 

-broke out of Bnxton prison four 

years ago m one of the most 
-embarrassing breaches of se- 
..ptfrtty *n a British jail. 
^Nessan Quinlivan and Pearse 
W-auley were yesterdav held 
... toran extradition hearing next 
Monday after being released 
' ' ^ er KA prisoners bv 
the Irish Government as a cori- 
- cfljatory gesture to revive the 
stalled peace process. 

^The two, who are Gs?hling 
their extradition, have heen on 
the wanted list in Britain since 
the Bnxton break-out, which 
sparked a full-scale review of 
security. 

They were being held on 
charges of conspiracy to mur- 
der Sir Charles Tidburv, the 
former chairman of Whitbread 
when they fled. McCaulev 
threatened prison staff with a 
gun which had been smuggled 
into the prison in the sole of a 
training shoe. 

Dick Spring, the Irish Foreign 
Minister, denied Lhe extradition 
was part of a comprehensive 
deal with Britain on IRA pris- 
oners. However, he confirmed 
during a visit to London that the 
Irish Government had applied 
to the Home Office for the 
transfer to Irish prisons of 26 
IRA prisoners held in Britain. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, is reluctant to allow 
the transfers without assurances 
they will not be given early re- 
lease. The extradition of Quin- 
iivan and McCauley may he 
seen as a quid-pro-quo. in spile 
of the denials of a deal bv 
Dublin and London. 

Mr Spring confirmed that the 
Irish release of IRA prisoners 
was part of the peace process. 
He underlined the growing anx- 
iety in Dublin at the failure of 
the British Government to drop 
its insistence that the IRA 
should begin decommissioning 


its weapons as a pre-condition 
to allowing Sinn Fein into 
inclusive all-party talks. 

The Irish Foreign Minister 
said a way through the impasse 
could be found if the parties 
were brought to the tabic for 
talks. That marks a dear split 
with British ministers who arc 
adamant that the Ulster Union- 
ists will not join the talks if the 
IRA refuse to give up any arms. 

-People are quite frustrated 
that talks have not begun and 
we have not got ourselves inlo 
a position to commence those 
talks,” he said. "The opportu- 
nity that exists now is the best 
opportunity - perhaps the only 
opportunity - we have had re- 
alistically in the last 25 years to 
bring the parties together and 
it behoves all of us to do all that 
we can to bring the parties 
together." 

The Irish Prime Minister, 
John Bruton, was hoping to 
raise the issue with John Major 
while in Israel for the state 
funeral of Yitzhak Rabin. 

Gerry Adams, the president 
of Sinn Fein, yesterday said he 
would be going to Washington 
next week. He plans to brief 
advisers to Bill Clinton on the 
cause of the impasse before the 
LIS President visits Britain and 
Ireland at the end of the month. 

Mr Adams is clearly hoping 
to persuade Mr Clinton to pul 
more pressure on London to 
back down. Mr Spring was scep- 
tical that any progress would be 
made before Mr Clinton’s vis- 
it. The US president has said he 
wanted to see the all-party talks 
underway before his visit, but 
British ministers have said they 
will not be tied to a timetable. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the Sec- 
retary of State for Northern Ire- 
land, yesterday sought to show 
Britain is responding to IRA de- 
mands for concessions by sup- 
porting a decision of the RUC 
to remove security installations 
at sites in Londonderry. "These 
changes are the latest response 
by the RUC and Army to the 
reduced level of threat since the 
ceasefires.” Sit Patrick said. 



Exiting the stage: Sian Edwards, music director of the ENO, whose resignation yesterday surprised the opera world 


ENO music director quits after criticism 


DAVID USTER 

Arts Editor 

Sian Edwards, the 36-year-old 
music director of the English 
National Opera, has resigned 
in a move that has taken the 
opera world by surprise. 

Her decision comes after a 
sustained period of criticism and 
sniping at the ENO from mu- 
sic critics. 

Ms Edwards was appointed 
to her post by the chairman of 
ENO, Lord Harewuod. in 1993. 


The appointment was endorsed 
by the then new general direc- 
tor of ENO, Dennis Marks. The 
two of them replaced the high- 
ly successful triumvirate of 
Peter Jonas, Mark Elder and 
David Pountney. But, despite, 
their latest production - 
Jonathan Miller’s Carmen - 
selling out, their record overall 
has been palchy. 

Ms Edwards decision to leave 
the highest profile post that a 
female conductor has attained 
in Britain could not come at a 


worse time for the ENO. The 
company is currently consider- 
ing whether to pul in a bid for 
National Lottery money to 
redevelop its home at the Lon- 
don Coliseum, and would have 
preferred not to he showing 
signs of instability'. 

Neither Ms Edwards nor Mr 
Marks were prepared to speak 
about the resignation yesterday. 
Both issued bald statements 
which threw no real light on 
what lay behind Ms Edwards' 
unhappiness at the company. 


In her statement Ms Ed- 
wards paid tribute to the or- 
chestra and music staff, but did 
not mention Mr Marks. 

Observers yesterday were 
questioning the wisdom of the 
ENO not renewing Mr Pount- 
ney’s post of director of pro- 
ductions, which meant that Ms 
Edwards did not have another 
creative figure at the same lev- 
el in the ENO to collude with. 

Graeme Kay. editor of Opera 
Niw said: “Her appointment 
was a trendy appointment, a 


rather facile appeal to the youth 
culture. This was not her fault, 
but it did mean she had to learn 
how to be a music director of a 
national company on the job . . . 
The policy decision not to have 
a director of productions was 
wrong and her position simply 
became untenable." 

Norman Lebrecht. author of 
The Maestro Men, about the 
world's conductors, added: “She 
is a good conductor, but she 
only had one real suceess there 
and a number of disasters." 


Town relives night Lindsay, 13, disappeared 


(AN MacKINNON 

A small West Yorkshire town 
was last night preparing to step 
back in time to relive the 
events surrounding the disap- 
pearance of one of its 13-ycar- 
old daughters in a effort to shed 
light on her murder. 

Hebden Bridge's 4.000 in- 
habitants were asked by police 
to re-enact the events exactly as 
they happened on Monday 7 
November last year, the night 


Lindsay Jo Rimerwent missing. 
Her body was found by work- 
men five months later in a canal 
weighed down by a 251b rock. 

People were being urged to 
go to lhe same places at the 
same time, drive the same cars 
and even to wear lhe same 
clothes in the hope that vital 
clues might re-emerge. 

Detectives were shadowing as 
many as 35 key players who 
were close to Lindsay as she 
went to vial the Spar super- 


market at 10.20pm. Lindsay’s 
sister, Kate. 21. was to dress’ in 
clothes identical to the dead 
girl's and walk from their home 
in Cambridge Street to the 
shop where she was last seen, 
on a security camera. 

Detectives, who have no 
dues as to what happened to her 
after she left the shop, believe 
she may have been given a lift 
and that the exercise could jog 
someone’s memory. 

The operation was the second 


part of a plan which saw scores 
of officers questioning a crowd 
of about 1 0,000 who attended the 
town’s Guy Fawkes bonfire on 
Saturday. Detective Superin- 
tendent Tony Whittle, leading 
the inquiry, thinks Lindsay may 
have met her killer at the event. 

Yesterday Lindsay’s mother. 
Geraldine Rimer, 43. said she 
hoped the reconstruction might 
help. ”We all want to find out 
what happened to Lindsay a 
year ago ... We have gone 


through a year without know- 
ing what happened and it is hor- 
rific knowing we might have to 
go through another year.” 

Det Supt Whittle said the re- 
enactment was the only choice 
left after their inquiries had 
drawn a blank. “From our in- 
quiries we know people forget 
things which are not relevant to 
them.” he said. “Bui when re- 
minded of things their memo- 
ries are often jogged. This 
might provide a vital clue.” 


Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


The British film industry yes- 
terday received a £200m boost 
when a Hertfordshire aero- 
drome, which was the set for the 
latest James Bond film Gold- 
eneye , became Britain's newest 
film studio. 

Leavesden aerodrome, 
bought by the Malaysian-based 
Millenium Group Limited, will 
have the largest backlot - out- 
side filming area - in the world 
and is expected to create 3.000 
new jobs over three years. 

The company said work on 
the former Rolls-Royce aero- 
engine factoiy wifi involve fur- 
ther investment of £15Qm. 

Outrage! support 

The former Bishop of Durham, 
the Rt Rev David Jenkins, re- 
turned to public controversy 
with a claim that Outrage!, the 
homosexual pressure group, 
had been right to out 10 bish- 
ops as homosexuals last year. 

Patients can stay 

Dr John Goodall-Copestake, a 
family doctor in Presteigne, 
Powys, who planned to remove 
eight children from his patient 
list because their parents re- 
fused to have them immunised, 
staged a rapid about-turn after 
he faced disciplinary action by 
the General Medical Council 
(GMC) for breaking rules on 
discriminating against patients 
on financial grounds. 

Strikes hit flights 

Thirty-six BA domestic and 
European flights from 
Heathrow were cancelled after 
a series of lightning walkouts by 
140 staff protesting at (he etn- 
pleyment of language students 
as part-time staff on lower pay 
at the weekend. 
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Perhaps. But it would need to understand your business. 
It would need an excellent grasp ot overseas markets, 
and it would need a vast number of contacts. 
HSBC Trade Services, me trade and international 
banking arm of Midland Bank, is qualified on all three 
counts Based at international branches throughout the 
UK. our trade specialists provide personal contact and 
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Ringing the changes: Lord Mackay’s reform Bill is to be reintroduced, but fewer couples are now taking the marria ge vows 

Divorce plans survive 
right-wing onslaught 


4 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

Proposals by Lord Mackay, the 
Lord Chancellor, to overhaul 
divorce law have emerged un- 
scathed from an onslaught by 
lory right-wingers and will be 
cnil fined as originally planned in 
next week’s Queen’s Speech. 

A divorce reform Bill - which 
would replace the ‘'quickie" 
fault-based divorce with a sin- 
gle ground of irretrievable 
breakdown of marriage after a 
one-year cooling-off period - 
has already been drafted. It is 
expected to begin its parlia- 
mentary passage in the House 
of Lords soon after the new 
session begins. 

A Number 10 spokesman 
said that completion of the 
public-spending round at the 
weekend had left the entire 


planned government pro- 
gramme unchanged. He em- 
phasised also that the measure 
had John Major's personal 
backing: “... the Government is 
pretty firmly in favour. The 
Prime Minister also believes 
there is a case for the Bill, not 
to make divorce easier - that is 
not the purpose." 

Lord Mackay, however, has 
cleared only the first of a series 
of potential hurdles. Critics wall 
ensure the biD has a stormy pas- 
sage in both Houses, particularly 
when it transfers to the Com- 
mons early next year, lory right- 
wingers have protested that the 
measure would make divorce 
too "easy" by reducing the cur- 
rent two-year period for a div- 
orce by consent, to one year. 
And it has been argued that the 
removal of fault would rob the 
marriage contract of substance. 


Some critics would like to see 
the bill amended to retail the 
concept offault, and perhaps to 
make couples wait two years in- 
stead of one, but a proposed 
emphasis on mediation to solve 
disputes over children and 
finances would be retained. 

The one-year period would 
not begin to run until those 
seeking the divorce had at- 
tended a compulsory interview 
with a panel of experts to ex- 
plore the options of media- 
tion, and to receive information 
about the consequences of the 
break-up, sutfi as the impat* of 
the Child Support Agency. 

Lord Mackay has argued 
that the “quickie'’ divorce 
amounts to divorce on demand, 
in which the exchange of acri- 
monious allegations harms chil- 
dren. The one-year period of 
reflection would, however. 


make couples consider more 
carefully the consequences of 
their actions. The Lord Chan- 
cellor is also expected to em- 


period. "Roger Gale, the Tory 
MP for Thanet North who 
helped mobilise opinion against 
the now shelved rhmDy Homes 
and Domestic Violence Bill 
suggested yesterday that the Bin 
could, in fact, make divorce 
harder. But Lady Olga Mait- 
land. Tbiy MP for Sutton & 
Cheam, pledged to fight the BQl 
as it stands. 

The Conservative Party, she 
said, was supposed to be . the 
party of the family, yet could be 
seen to be helping the break-up 
of family life. “I would like to 
belimre that the Lord Chancel- 
lor is willing to make amend- 
ments,” .she -said.. “No-fault 
divorces are not acceptable." 
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Church weddings 
going out of style 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs 
Correspondent 

There are many parishes in 
England where church wed- 
dings hardly ever take place. In- 
ner-city depravity is not the only 
possible reason. 

The Church of Holy Inno- 
cents, in Fallowfield, Manches- 
ter, had only four weddings 
last year, but the priest in 
charge. Rev Bill Raines, says 
! that this is because the lai^e. 
transient, student population 
prefer to get married at borne. 

Other churches, he says, tend 
to be avoided just because they 
are ugly; another category sees 
few marriages because they 
serve inner-city estates hill of 
single parents. 

The Bishop of Liverpool, 
Right Rev David Sheppard, 
told the BBC Radio 4 Today 
programme that he had an in- 
ner-city parish in his diocese 
where only one couple was 
married last year. 

He declined to identity it, but 
his press officer. Rev Paul Daw- 
son, said that in his own previ- 


ous parish, in Warrington, there 
had been just two weddings a 
year, because it served a new. 
housing development to which 
people moved only after they 
had children- This was a pros- 
perous parish, though. “You’re 
looking at two BMWs up the 
drive," he said. 

For the last 10 years, about 
one-third of all marriages in 
England have been conducted 
in Anglican churches and about 
half are conducted in register 
offices. 

As the total number of mar- : 
riages has declined, from 
323,000 in 1982 to 295,000 in 
1992 - the last year for which 
Church of England figures are 
available - so has the number 
of Church of England wed- 
dings fallen, from about i 10,000 
to about 97,000. 

However, there are clearly 
other distorting factors. 

Pretty country churches wiD ' 
perhaps have more weddings 
than regular churchgoers, and 
. fashionable London churches, 
where a marriage makes a so- 
cial statement, are also over- 
subscribed. 


Algerians lured 
by freedom of 
expression 


The number of Algerians in 
Britain is believed to have dou- 
bled in the last decade to more 
than 10,000. 

The community, which is 
concentrated in Loudon, began 
to develop in the 1960s and ear- 
ly 1970s when middle-class Al- 
gerians, encouraged by their 
government, came to Britain to 
study. Many returned to become 
top politicians, academics and 
businessmen but some, im- 
pressed by the freedoms and op- 
portunities in Britain, stayed on 
or returned later with families 
to settle. 

But the growth of the com- 
munity has been most marked 
since 1992, when the Algerian 
army halted the democratic ad- 
vance of the Islamic Salvation 
Front. While those persecuted 
either by the mflitarv-backed 
government or Islamic funda- 
mentalists fled to Britain, those 
studying here have tried, both 
legally and illegally, to stay and 
avoid military service. 

Yesterday Saad Djebbar, a 
leading Algerian lawyer, who 
has lived in Britain for two 
decades, insisted that the vast 
majority of Algerians in Britain 
were opposed to violence - 
and very few were even politi- 
cally active. 

The French government last 
week daimed that London had 
become a haven for exiles plot- 
ting the assassination of intel- 
lectuals, politicians and 
journalists m Algeria. Some 
commentators admit Islamic 
terrorists may be hiding behind 
apparently bona fide welfare 

groups in Britain. But Mr Djeb- 
bar warned that the British 
Government should beware of 
French accusations about Al- 
gerians living in Britain, some 
of whom he claims have been 
previously been unjustly treat- 
ed by the French. 

“Algerians who moved to 
Britain were impressed by the 
fact that your police don’t wear 
guns and privacy is respected 
The overwhelming majority of 
people have fled violence and 
don’t want to sec it repealed 
here or anywhere else." He 
dismissed as a minority the Al- 
gerian exiles who print and dis- 


Maiy Braid examines 
French allegations 
that political refugees 
are really terrorists 

tributed Al Ansar, an under- 
ground pamphlet produced se- 
cretly in London, calling for a 
holy war, and thought to have 

links with the militant Armed Is- 
lamic Group (GIA), which has 
claimed responsibility for most 
of the French attacks. 

Even rough estimates of the 
number, of Algerian asylum 
seekers in the UK are hard to 
come by. But Home Office fig- 
ures show that the numbers of 
Algerians entering Britain rose 
steadily from 14,600 in 1991 to 
18,900 in 1994. 

According to one commen- 
tator. Britain had become one 
of the main international 
havens for Algerian political 
refugees, not because it of- 
fered a handy base for terror- 
ism against France, but because 
it already had an Islamic soli- 
darity network in place and 
guaranteed freedom of political 
association. 

Djaffar El Houari, a former 
fcader of the National Salvation 
From, has been in Britain for 
five months seeking asylum, 
lesterday he said there were 
few members of the From in 
Britain, but there was significant 
support. He d aimed his or- 
ganisation had no connection 
with the GIA and condemned 
the bombings in France but 
maintained the basic human 
nght to pursue their political 
auns peacefully. 

■ Police were yesterday given 
an extra 48 hours to continue 
questioning an Algerian ex- 
tremist who is suspected of be- 
ing the mastermind behind 
recent terrorist bombings in 
fiance. Abdelkader Benouis, 
alias Abou Fares, had been un- 
der surveillance by Special 
Branch and MI5 for some time. 

The French authorities are 
preparing to ask for the extra- 
dition of Mr Benouis, who is 
understood to have had an 
asylum application rejected 
already and is appealing 
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Sony and Sega lock consoles for bit of virtual combat 


War: Rivals target lucrative Christmas sales 


im 
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JOJO MOYES 
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. The battle for the hearts. minds 
■: S«nes i market began 
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haw you believe " he said yes- 
terday. “The reality is that af- 
ter the initial batch was 
manufactured the success of 
Saturn means that we've been 
able to make economies of 
scale.” 

The two CD-based games 
systems are said to be 500 times 
(Sony) or 900 times (Sega) 
more powerful than the 16-bit 
systems of most existing games 

systems, with a “quantum leap” 

in speed and graphics quality. 
Nintendo, Sega’s traditional 


“wl m^^ ra ’ promotedas rival* is considered to have tem- 
. since' the P roduct porarily “dropped out of the 

SSSn d»^ tonan ’ M,d out equation”, h hSTyet to launch 
, - its rival, Ultra-64, developed in 

the Trv ZS?. . dominated conjunction with Silicon Graph- 

sold so rwf* r *? said to have ks, the US computer animation 

50,000 of its rival 32-bit Sat- company. 

i_, f®?- es system since its The new launches come af- 
. su f nmer : though it ter research published in August 
sa ^ es ‘ by Duriacher Multimedia, the 

. g® aas J u st reduced the stockbrokers, suggested that 
SEE “Saturn by £100 to £299, British sales of video games 
enough Noe! Dardis, market- would collapse this year to less 
mg director of bega UK. denied than one-third of 1 993 levels. 
2*™“ match PlaySta- The hefty price of the sys- 
“ • P u a ta g. te ms, which require games at 

i hat s what Sony would about £50 each, might not be 


conducive to widespread sales. 

But Mr Dardis said the more 
“sophisticated” 16 to 30-year- 
old market targeted by the two 
companies were likely to be pre- 
pared to pay for it. And depute 
this, or perhaps because of it, 
Sony and Sega have embarked 
cm extensive promotions drives. 

Sony, with an unprecedent- 
ed advertising budget of Ofcn, 
has launched a cross-media 
blitz, complete with gimmicks, 
demonstrations and sports 
sponsorship likely to ensure 
maximum impact across all 
ages. 

The company has installed 
PlayStations at the Ministry of 
Sound, the high-profile London 
nightclub - a move which Sony 
says accords the games system 
a specific “credibility” - and at 
Blackpool Pleasure Beach and 
Manchester’s G-Mex Centre. 

Sega, which is spending a rel- 
atively modest £5m, has in- 
stead chosen stunts such as 
projecting huge images of John 
Major and John Redwood as 
Virtual Fighters on to the Hous- 
es of Parliament. 



Game on: Sony's PlayStation game system is said to have sold 50,000 units in five weeks, challenging Sega’s Saturn Photograph: Edward Webb 


Boy of M 
is jailed 
for rape 


A 14-year-old boy who raped a 
girl of 12 and indecently 
assaulted her friend as they 
returned from a picnic in a 
country park was yesterday sen- 
tenced to seven years' detentioo. 

Manchester Crown Court 
was told that the boy - who can- 
not be named for legal reasons 
- wore a balaclava mask and 
brandished a knife when he 
waylaid the two girls in the "Wa- 
terworks Country Park at Old- 
ham, Greater Manchester. 

The boy had pleaded guilly 
to rape and indecent assault on 
31 May this year. He admitted 
kidnapping both girls on the 
same date; kidnapping two oth- 
er girls last March and inde- 
cently assaulting them; and 
indecently assaulting a girl, 11. 
the day before the rape. 

The court heard how the 
two double attacks invoked 
the boy wearing a balaclava and 
brandishing a knife. Both were 
shown in court. 

Michael Shorrock QC, for 
the prosecution, told the court 
all the incidents took place in 
the same area. In the most se- 
rious, two 12 -year-old girls were 
on their school holidays. 

“They decided to go for a pic- 
nic. They set off shortly after 
midday on their bicycles," Mr 
Shorrock said. “When they fin- 
ished their picnic, they played for 
a bit then started to make their 
way back pushing their bikes. 

“As they approached the road, 

they were confronted by the de- 
fendant. They didn’t know who 


he was. He was wearing a black 
halacteva pulled over his face. He 
produced a knife and threatened 
the girls. He made them go up 
a path to a secluded spot” 

Mr Shorrock said the boy 
forced both girls to undress, 
made them lie on the ground 
and tied them fry the wrists to 
a tree with their shoe laces. The 
girls later told police that they 
were blindfolded, gagged and 
hit. 

“The girls managed to free 
themselves. They were seen, 
both naked and very distressed, 
by two passers-by " Mr Sbonock 
said. The attack on 19 March 
involved two jpls, 12 and 11, 
who were playing in a disused 
quarry. They sawa boy coming 
towards them and ran towards 
a main road. 

“Before they could get there 
the boy caught up with them. By 
this time he had a balaclava cov- 
ering his face,” Mr Sbotrock said. 
He produced a knife and forced 
the girls to go with him to a se- 
cluded spot where he indecent- 
ly assaulted them. When one giri 
started screaming tfaeboythreat- 
ened her with his knife and said: 

“Do you want to die?" 

The attack ended when a 
horse rider appeared. 

The indecent assault on 30 
May took place when the boy 
approached children playing in 
an air-raid shelter and inde- 
cently assaulted a girl, 1L Her 
mother contacted the police 
when she heard of the double 
attack the following day. 
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Poll backs £104m 
Welsh stadium 


their revised plan yesterday.. A 
previous bid had failed to in- 
corporate enough of the exist- 
ing structure and plans to 
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project’s designer said. . 

Russell; Goodway, leader of 
South Glamorgan and C ard iff 
County Council , which backed 

the bid, hailed theprqject as the 
people's choice which had now 
met the requirements of the 
commission. 

He said: “Our next step is to 
take the people’s choice back to 
the commission next week with 
the revised bid highlighting its 
huge economic, cultural and so- 

■ i A«hnn rwmmfiinities 


apartment of 
; has not ruled 
ioth schemes 


wlricb non*** 

eriainmenfs. 


for Cardiff and Whies.” 

While' the Department of 
National Heritage has not ruled 
out accepting both schemes 
under the MHlenniuin scheme, 
it is thought highly uiMy 
that both will be successful 
. The stadium bid is due to be 
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15 November. 
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Farmer who kicked up a 
stink must pay the price 
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A farmer protested about al- 
leged mismanagement of his 
bank account by driving a 
muck-spreader into a city cen- 
tre and spraying a Nat West 
branch with four tonnes of foul- 
smelling cow manure, a court 
was told yesterday. 

David Cannon, 66, blasted 
the slurry over the branch, in 
Newcastle upon Tyne, in a ges- 
ture which fed to a two-week 
clean-up by ^stonemasons. 

Cannon had a five-year bat- 
tle with (he bank, which he 
daimed had mismanaged his ac- 
counts, costing him more than 
£100,000 and forcing him to seD 





David Cannon: Hfe fru stra tion 
with NatWest boiled over 


his prize-winning herd of Ayr- 
shire cows at his farm, near Pon- 


tcland, Northumberland. 

After he started spraying the 
building, in Moseley Street, 
Newcastle, passers-by had to 
dive for cover. 

Bank manager Alan BeQ told 
Newcastle magistrates: “There 
was a large deposit of manure 
sprayed up the walls ro consid- 
erable height and tying in a heap 
outside the door. 

“Wb had to have scaffolding 


erected and the stonework pro- 
fessionally cleaned because the 
matter had leaked into the 
sandstone. The effluent was 
too deep to walk into the bank 
unless you bad waders on." 

Cannon was convicted of 
criminal damage but was given 
a conditional discharge by mag- 
istrates, who ordered him to pay 
£2,000 compensation, although 
NatWest had claimed £4,500. 

The fanner earlier told the 
court he did not know the bank 


branch was a listed building. 

He added: “Nobody knows 
the frustration we’ve had be- 
cause of the bank. There’s plen- 
ty of people who would have 
ended up in the nuthouse or 
been driven to suicide". 

Three years ago. Cannon 
was ordered to pay £1,138 com- 
pensation to Castle Morpeth 
Council. Nortluimberlaiid, for 
spraying their offices with slur- 
ry after being refused p lanning 
permission to build a bungalow. 

Cannon, who is suing 
NatWest through the civil 
courts, alleging negligence over 
the handling of his affairs, said 
after yesterday’s hearing: “I 
have no regrets about what I 
did. After all, they dropped me 
in the shiL 

“I would do Lhe same every 
morning if I could keep myself 
out of jail. It doesn't take any 
bottle to drive a tractor into 
town and start the muck- 
spreader. “1 was driven to ft by 
sheer frustration. It was a case 
of the little man being ham- 
mered by a big institution and 
I couldn’t take any more." 
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Dirty protest: David Cannon distartniting the contents of his muck-spreader at the bank in Newcastle upon Tyne 


Photograph: Mark Rurmacles. 
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Top firms to 
grant EU’s 
12 weeks of 


To stay one jump ahead of the competition 
more and more companies are prepared 
to get their hands dirty. 


child leave 


Using bacteria to convert waste into 
saleable by-products. Employing micro- 
organisms to get rid of bad smells. 
Exploiting bugs to beat diseases at their 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 


own game. 


Biotechnology, or the application of 
biology to industrial processes, offers 
better and cheaper ways of doing things. 
And more. 


It offers safer, cleaner and more profitable 
solutions to an enormous variety of 
industrial problems. 


It’s something that brewers and 
cheesemakers have known for hundreds 
of years. 


And something that pharmaceutical 
and diagnostic companies haven't been 
slow to exploit. 


But it T s something That thousands of 
other companies in dozens of other 
industries need to wake up to now if 
they’re going to remain competitive* 

That’s why the DTI is launching the 
Biotechnology Means Business 
Initiative and committing millions 
to help companies reap the benefits. 


The BMB Helpline gives you free 
confidential access to over one 
hundred experts. Through one of 
these you’ll be able to explore 
exactly how your company can benefit. 

And it has details of two thousand British 
suppliers of biotechnology products, 
processes and services to help you use 
the expert’s recommendations to your 
best advantage . 


Some of the country’s biggest 
employers are expected to 
offer three months' parental 
leave under a European deal 
agreed last night. 

Many of the UK companies 
with plants on the continent are 
likely to grant their British 
workers the time-off which can 
be taken by both parents at any 
time during a child's early de- 
velopment It will come on top 
of maternity leave, may be tak- 
en in instalments and will apply 
equally tofull and part-timers. 

There will also be a right to 
leave to care for sick relatives, 
although die maximum time 
■ allowed will be decided coun- 
try-byoountry. 

The agreement was signed 
yesterday by continental em- 
ployers and union leaders - the 
so-called “social partners’* - 
and under the Maastricht treaty 
will eventually become law. 

Because of Britain's “opt 
out" from the accord. UK com- 
panies do not have to apply the 
deal but on recent evidence 
many are expected to do so. 

Despite the Government’s 
refusal to sign the treaty’s social 
chapter, ministers have found 
that an increasing number of 
British companies are falling 
into line with its provisions. 

Eight big companies have 
already included their British 
workers on European works 
councils which act as a channel 
for union representation and 
company information. Anoth- 
er nine are in the pipeline. 


United Biscuits, Pilkirtglon, 
Courtaulds and NatWest. 

Union representatives on the 
councils wfll insist British staff 
are included in the leave enti- 
tlements and senior managers 
will be under pressure to accede. 

Senior officials of the TUC 
were at yesterday’s meeting to- 


gether with representatives of 
UNICE and CEER respective- 




ly private and public sector 
employers’ oiTganisations. Del- 
egates from the CBl were pre- 
sent as observers. British 
-employers’ leaders back the 
Government’s opt ouL ’ 

No agreement could be 
struck yesterday on who should 
pay for the new entitlements, 
employers or each state's social 
security system. 

The derision on parental 
leave - tbe first among the so- 
cial partners under the treaty- 
will now be passed to the Coun- 
cil of Ministers which is sched- 
uled to agree the details of the 
policy before the end of the 
year. Britain will not be repre- 
sented because of the opt out 

A CBI spokeswoman said the 
organisation was more of a 
“non-voting participant'' at yes- 
terday's talks buL it still opposed 
the Maastricht provisions. 

A spokesman for the TUC 
said it would be the first time 
British workers would be given 
rights to family leave other 
than for maternity. 

He estimated that at least 
three million employees workol 

for British firms which will 
introduce parental leave in their ■ 
continental operations. “British 
unions will be pressing for 


already adopting the policy are the same rights." 


There’s also a nationwide programme of 
Biotechnology Means Business seminars, 
workshops and helpful literature. 


DAILY POEM 


Hymn to a Broken Marriage 


By Paul Durcan 


For details and for your introductory 
literature pack, clip the coupon or call 
the BMB Helpline now, and listen to 
what the rest of the industry will be up 
to tomorrow. 


Dear Nessa - Now that our marriage is over 

/wouW like you to know that, if I could put hack the clock- 

‘° ,C COld March ^ ofoSweddh e 
/ would wed you again and, if that marriage alsotooke. 

I would wed you yet again and, if it a third 
Wedyou ogam, and again, and again. aruiagu£- 

^wSESSSSr-:- 

Laieriiness, brotherliness, fatherimess: 

A sane man could not espouse a more faithful friend than you. 


JSSKSMi ® 1 ?*! * 1944 and studied archac- 
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top hospital 
over Down’s 
test blunder 


GLENDA COOPER 

T wo w omen are suing a pio- 
n eeri ng hospital after a mix-up 
m which a pregnant patient had 
her healthy baby aborted, hav- 
mg been told wrongly that it had 
Down’s Syndrome. 

Her test results were mrep/t 
up with those of 2S-y ear-old 
Michelle Woods, who was told 
she was carrying a healthy boy, 
when in fact her baby was a 
Down’s Syndrome girl. Ms 
Woods also had an abortion. 

The mistake happened at 
the world-famous Adden- 
brooke’s Hospital in Cam- 
bridge, which has featured in 
BBC TV’s Hospital Watch and 
is known as a pioneering trans- 
plant hospital 
Addenbrooke’s has accepted 
it was a case of human error. A 
letter of apology has been sent 
to both women and extra checks 
have been introduced to prevent 
such mistakes happening a gam, 
Cturis Coe, Head of Com- 
munications at Addenbrooke’s, 
said yesterday that he believed 
both women were taking legal 
action. It is likely the matter will 
be settled out of court. 

The mix-up occurred in a lab- 
oratory, when two test samples 
were wrongly labelled - a sim- 
ple error, but one with serious 
consequences for the two fam- 
ilies. The mistake was discov- 
ered on 4 September. 

Both women were patients at 
West Suffolk Hospital whose 
samples were sent in Adden- 
brooke's regional genetics lab- 
oratory to be tested for Down’s 
Syndrome. The woman who 
lost the healthy baby has not 
been identified. 

A statement from Adden- 
brooke’s said: “An error in la- 
belling samples led to one of 
these patients being incorrect- 
ly informed that her baby bad 


Down’s Syndrome, and she 
subsequently terminated her 
pregnancy.” 

Routine tests on the aborted 
foetus of the healthy baby con- 
firmed that it did not have 
Down’s Syndrome. 

The statement added that the 
other patient, Ms Woods, was 
wrongly informed that her baby 
was healthy, but was told of the 
mistake by her consultant while 
still in the early days of preg- 
nancy, and was therefore still 
able to make choices about her 
unborn baby's future. 

“A subsequent internal in- 
quiry Tevealed that the two 
patients’ samples had inter- i 
changed labels, and human er- 
ror was found to be the cause 
of this mistake,” said the state- 
ment. 

Ms Woods, from Thetford, 
Norfolk, told the Today news- 
paper “1 feel sorry for the oth- 
er lady because she suffered 
much more. If she hadn’t had 
the termination she would have 
bad a perfect baby.” 

Two inquiries were held into 
the tragedy in September. One 
was an internal investigation 
and the other an external one 
by a doctor in charge of a sim- 
ilar laboratory elsewhere. 

Because of the number of 
people working in the labora- 
tory and the large number of 
samples they dealt with it was 
impossible to say who was in- 
dividually responsible for the 
mistake . Procedures have since 
been tightened up and extra 
checks introduced. 

Professor Martin Bobrow, 
Clinical Director of Medical Ge- 
netics at Addenbrooke’s, said: 
“We have offered an unquali- 
fied apology to these two fam- 
ilies. My staff are devastated 
that such a mistake, which has 
never happened .here before, 
could have occurred.” 
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Star turn: Ytotana Mm of the Kirov Ballet rehearses her role of Odette in Swan 


— ' Lw.',- 


late for aspiring dancers m Battersea Pa^soutlvwe^U>nd«, yesterday Photograph: Geraint Uswis 


Setback for Carey over ‘unsackable’ priests 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs Conrespondent 

The ambition of the Archbish- 
op of Canterbury, Dr George 
Carey, to reshape the Church of 
England into a modern organ- 
isation has been dealt a blow by 
the decision of a working par- 
ty to retain the “freehold” sys- 
tem which makes most priests 
unsackable without criminal 


proceedings. The Church’s 
General synod, meeting for the 
first time since elections re- 
placed about half of its mem- 
bership, will hear at the end of 
November that the working 
party on clergy conditions of ser- 
vice^ winch has been studying the 
freehold bas recommended that 
it be preserved. 

The working party, whose 
members included Dr David 


Hope, then bishop of London, 
and now Archbishop-elect of 
York, concluded that "The ma- 
jority opinion in the church 
seems to be that improving 
clergy conditions of service in 
ways which would strengthen 
the confidence and sense of se- 
curity of the clergy ... is essen- 
tial before further consideration 
could be given to abolishing or 
amending the ecclesiastical 


freehold.” This conclusion rep- 
resents a widespread distrust of 

bishops among the clergy, and 
dissatisfaction with the present 

SSeC^^S^The^fr^hSdk 

felt to be a defence against the 
overweening power of bish- 
ops”, the synod’s Secretary 
General, Phillip Mawer, said. 

The new synod will spend an 
afternoon debating the second 


part of Dr Carey’s plan for 
church reform: the report of the 
Turnbull Commission, which 
' recommended creating a central 
body to manage planning and 
strategy for the Church- This 
proposal for a “National Coun- 
cil” which wbuld take over the 
fonctionsof the General Synod's 
more important committees, 
has been attacked as handing 
too much power to the arch- 


bishops, who will appoint more 
than Half of its membership. 

The synod will debate the re- 
port on family life. Something to 
Celebrate, attacked for being in- 
sufficiently robust in its defence 
of Christian marriage. This crit- 
icism has been partly defused by 
republishing a report on mar- 
riage from the 1959 Lambeth 
Council, which urges Christian 
families to pray together. 
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_ Police deal: Tapes reveal agreement aimed at trying to trap Warrington gasworks bomber when ‘known’ for criminal activities 

m IRA convicts wife recruited as informer 


STEVE BOGGAN 

The wife of one of the Vfer- 
riogtoQ gasworks bombers was 
recruited by police 15 years ago 
to spy on her husband as part 
of efforts to get trim behind bare. 

Tape recordings received by 
the Independent show that 
Audrey KinseUa passed on 
information about her husband, 
John, as part of a deal struck 
with police after she was 
arrested for selling fire to a 
former boyfriend's home. 

Mrs KinseUa, 46, says she 
gave information on her bus- 
band to get a charge of arson 
reduced to criminal damage. 
However, she warned him and 
provided false intelligence. 

The officer who ran her as an 
informant under the code name 
“Sullivan” was former Detective 
Sergeant Joe McAleese. He 
has confirmed there was a deal, 
struck after Mrs KinseUa offered 
(o inform for cash. 

At the time, KinseUa, 51, 
was suspected of handling the 
proceeds of one of Notting- 
ham’s largest jeweUery thefts. 
He is serving 16 years for stor- 
ing a bag fuff of explosives for 
the IRA cell that blew up the 
Warrington gasworks in 1993, 
but he has always claimed he did 
not know what was in the bag. 

Mr McAleese said last week 
an arson charge against Mrs 
KinseUa was never likely be- 
cause damage to the former 
boyfriend's home was so slight. 
However, he said her impres- 
sion that arson was being con- 
sidered would have unproved 
the bargaining position of de- 
tectives. “The oner to inform on 
John KinseUa was her idea, 
not ours,” he said. “At the lime, 
she wanted to leave him and, in 
order to do that, she needed 
money. 1 said okay, help us and 
you*U gel money. My actions 
were cleared at every stage by 
my senior officers." 

On the tape, Mrs KinseUa of- 
fers to “pinch" her husband's di- 
ary, and adds: “But under one 
thing - that I know for definite 
that the charge will be 
dropped.” Mr McAleese re- 
sponds: “You do that and I'll 
bring you right to the gaffer. 
How's that? Saturday, TU bring 
you to the man, the boss man.” 

The matter of a charge being 
dropped is mentioned in two 
telephone conversations with 


Mr McAleese secretly record- 
ed by the Kinsellas. Mis KinseUa 
was never paid. She was subse- 
quently charged with criminal 
damage and fined £95. 

The operation, which lasted 
several months, resulted in no 
valuable information being 
passed to the police. Mrs Kin- 
seUa said she told her husband 
of the deal as soon as she was 
released by police. 

Although the existence of the 
operation shows a determina- 
tion on the part of the police to 
imprison KinseUa in the early 
1980s, it is unlikely to help him 
in his campaign to be freed. 

A former detective inspector 
told the Independent that the 
force may have been over zeal- 
ous at times in trying to put him 
away at the time but only be- 
cause his criminality warranted 
it. KinseUa was well-known to 
the police but had a knack of 
avoiding convictions, according 
to his wife. 

In 1980, he received com- 
pensation after being held 
overnight on suspicion of a 
robbery he did not commit - his 
alibi was a police officer with 
whom he was drinking. 

KinseUa continued to attract 
police attention on a regular ba- 
sis throughout the 1980s with- 
out ever being charged. In 1992 
he pleaded guilty to being in 
possession of a CS gas canister 
during a pub brawl. He said he 
had been delivering it to a 
blind neighbour for protection. 

According to Mr McAleese, 
an order went out in 1980 
telling officers to back off Kin- 
seUa. However, there has nev- 
er been any suggestion that 
heavy-handed efforts to lock 
him up extended to the War- 
rington gasworks operation. He 
was arrested because his 
nephew, Denis KinseUa, was 
caught at the scene and linked 
him to the crime. 

He has also never argued that 
he did not hide the bag, con- 
taining Semtex, guns and am- 
munition. The main plank of his 
argument is that, because he was 
told the hems were stolen goods 
which were sealed in bin liners, 
he did not know he was hiding 
explosives. 

Supporters point to the fact 
he buried the bag underneath 
a regular bonfire site in an al- 
lotment as proof be must have 
been ignorant of its contents. 



world of a 
detective’s 


Spy ring: former detective Sergeant Joe McAleese, left, Audrey and John KinseUa, top, and the a fterma t h of the Warrington gasworks blast, above 


Tape recorded conversations 
between Audrey KinseUa and 
former Detective Sergeant 
joe McAleese provide a 
fascinating insight into how 
officers gathered information 
against him. 

One conversation runs: 
Audrey KinseUa: 1 am 
phoning you up to tell you I 
could get [John's] diary. I 
could pinch it from his top • 
pocket because he puts it in 
there for two to three days at 
a time. I don't think he would 
know if I pinched it 1 could 
bring it down Friday or 
Saturday.” . 

Joe McAleese: ‘Excellent, 
smashing." 

AK: “But, under one thing. 
That I know for definite that 
the charge will be dropped." 
JM: “Yfou do that and I'll bring 
you right to the gaffer, how’s 
that? Saturday ... I’ll take you 
to the man, the boss man." 
Later, after the diary has been 
smuggled to Mr McAleese, he 
calls Mrs Kinsella to arrange 
for its return. 

JM: “Any time you want to 
collect, it [the diary] is in an 
envelope. . . 

AK: "I can't get down 
because of the kids," 

JM: “Oh, shit I'm up in 
Mansfield ...” 

Alt "Oh, God." 

Mr McAleese subsequently 
arranged for other officers 
hand over the diary at a pub. 
but she wanted assurances 
about her charge. 

AK: “What about my charge 
now that you've had that?" ' 
JM: “111 see my gaffer. Don't 
worry about that ... The gaffer 
said that to me anyway, I 
know he said that if you start 
coming across, everything 
would be okay. My boss 
doesn't lie ... That’s for sure.” 


Tributes pour in for ‘a good friend’ 


The worlds of showbusiness 
and politics yesterday paid 
glowing tribute to the Yes, Prime 
Minister star Paul Eddington, 
who has died after a brave bat- 
tle against skin cancer. 

Baroness Thatcher, who as 
Prime Minister enjoyed the 
show so much that she made 
him a CBE in 1987. sai± “Paul 
Eddington was an essential part 
of that magnificent team of 
actors who brought Anthony Jay 
and Jonathan Lynn's superb 
scripts to life, and who made 
Minister and Yes Prime Minister 
such an enormous success.” 

Eddington, 68, died at his 
London home on Saturday 
night, surrounded by his wife 
Patricia and their four children, 
from a rare form of skin cancer 
which had disfigured his face 
with dark blotches. 

His co-star Nigel Hawthorne, 
who played scheming civil ser- 
vant Sir Humphrey to Edding- 
ton’s bumbling politician Jim 
Hacker, paid a moving tribute 
to "my good friend Paul". 

He said: “Firstly, he was the 
bravest man I ever met; he nev- 
er seemed to complain about his 
poor health, and he had been 
ill for many years, but always 
bore it with dignity and humour. 

“In the Yes Prime Minister sc- 
ries in which we were involved 
for 10 years, Derek Fowids, he 
and I never bad an angry word. 
There was always a wonderful 
spirit of harmony and good 


nature when we were working.” 

Yes Minister co-star Derek 
Fowids told BBC Radio 5 Live: 
“He was a great actor and he 
has shown such strength and 
courage over the last 10 years 
... He was greatly loved.” 

Penelope Keith and Richard 
Briers, who starred with him in 
the television comedy The Good 
Life , remembered him as a 
brave man and a fine actor. 

Miss Keith, who played his 
screen wife Margo, told Radio 
5 Live. “It is a very sad day for 
many people who enjoyed his 
work so much on the television, 
but especially for lots of us who 
were very close friends. 

“I first met Paul when we 
started The Good Life 20 years 
ago ... we laughed so much. 
When I think of Paul 1 shall re- 
member his chuckle." Close 
friend Briers said: “I don't 
think Tve known a more smash- 
ing bloke in all my years in 
showbusiness. He always dealt 
with his problems with humour 
and tenacity.” Fellow Garrick 
Club member Derek Nimmo 
also paid tribute to Eddington's 
sense of humour, saying the dub 
was always “particularly con- 
vivial" when be was there. 

Eddington had suffered from 
skin cancer for 40 years, calling 
it “a thorough nuisance”, but 
was always a hard-working actor 
even though national fame in 
The Good Life came late - he 
was 47 when it began. It went 


on to become one of the biggest 
comedy successes of its gener- 
ation, only to be succeeded by 
Yes Minister which was sold to 
more than SO countries. 

Eddington's last West End 
stage appearance was last year 
with Richard Briers in Home, 
about two bewildered old men 
in a mental institution, which 
won rave reviews at Wynd- 
ham’s Theatre. Just two weeks 
ago he launched his autobiog- 
raphy So fin: So Good , when he 
said he hoped his epitaph would 
be “he didn't harm anyone and 
that is a difficult thing to do.” 
He also said: “There’s a stig- 
ma attached to one's appear- 
ance. People are reluctant to 
shake hands with you if they see 
you festering, and you can un- 
derstand it.” But he carried on 
working and only recently 
played Justice Shallow in a 
BBC production of Henry IV. 
Sydney Loltcrby, producer of 
Minister and Ves Prime Min- 
ister, said: “Paul was a dedicat- 
ed man to his profession and 
beliefs, was a sensitive, self ef- 
facing actor whose unselfish 
attitude to his fellows reflected 
his persona] and professional 
life. He was a joy to work with 
and will be sadly missed.” 
Eddington’s family said they 
wished to “thank everyone for 
their many messages of sup- 
port” and announced that there 
will be a private family funeral 
at a date to be arranged. 



PoU< ? .f* Double glazing 

over failure , . ° ° 

to spot body complaints soar 


Much missed: Paul Eddington, who died on Saturday 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Two police officers who failed 
to spot a woman's body in her 
crashed car were yesterday or- 
dered to resign. 

Constables Robert McGee 
and Shaun Timmins put a “Po- 
lice Aware” sticker on Sally Ann 
London's car 12 hours after it 
crashed at Ridgmont, Bed- 
fordshire, on 16 May. but did 
not see her inside. She had died 
instantly as the car careered into 
a field and overturned. 

It was another 36 hours be- 
fore the body of the 40-year-old 
was found by the driver of a me- 
chanical road sweeper, who 
spotted an arm hanging out of 
the car. Police had asked Mrs 
London's husband, Les, to go 
and move tbe vehicle. 

A spokesman for Bedford- 
shire police said yesterday: 
“TWo Bedfordshire police offi- 
cers, constables Robert McGee 
and Shaun Timmins, were re- 
quired to resign forthwith after 
appearing before the Chief 
Constable Alan Dyer in a dis- , 
ciplinaiy hearing. I 

“The two officers were 
charged under the disciplinary | 
code with neglect of duty." I 
They had been suspended on 
hill pay since the incidenL 

The police spokesman also 
apologised to the London fam- 
ily for tbe length of the inves- 
tigation into the incident 


GLENDA COOPER 

Complaints by the public about 
double glazing and installation 
have rocketed by nearly 50 per 
cent over the last five years and 
home improvement now ac- 
counts for a fifth of all consumer 
complaints, the Institute of 
Trading Standards Administra- 
tion (ITSA) reveals today. 

At the beginning of Nation- 
al Consumer Wee£ ITSA is fo- 
cusing on improvements and 
safety in the home. 

Complaints about double 
glazing and installation have 
gone up by 46 per cent in die 
last five years, upholstered fur- 
niture by 40 per cent, electrical 
goods up by 28 per cent and 
home maintenance, repairs and 
improvements by 25 per cent. 

Total complaints for the 
home improvement sector 
came to more than a quarter of 
a million in the year to Sep- 
tember 1994, although an OFT 
spokesman warned such figures 
were the “tip of the iceberg”. 

In 1994 there were 45,579 
complaints about home im- 
provements; 25,443 complaints 
about double glazing; 59379 
about electrical goods, such as 
radios and TVs, and 27,972 re- 
lated to upholstered furniture. 

Complaints have risen so 
steeply parity because of the sta- 


tic housing market, which 
means people have tended to 
improve their existing houses, 
rather than trying to sell. Cow- 
boy contractors are said to 
trade on fear, with many elderly 
householders unable to argue 
that “urgent” repairs are actu- 
ally unnecessary. 

To ny North co tt, chairman of 
ITSA, said there bad been cas- 
es of people calling out 
plumbers and being charged 
huge call-out fees of more than 
£100, and in one case nearly 
£1,000, for what were very sim- 
ple, inexpensive jobs. 

He also warned against hi r- 
mg people who turned up on the 
doorstep: “It’s up to you to pick 
someone to do a job, not some- 
one picking you,” he said. 

“Individual consumers are 
at a great disadvantage in en- 
gaging builders and tradesman 
for improving their homes. Un- 
like commercial organisations 
who can withhold perhaps 10 
Jjer cent of a contract price un- 
to work has been competed sat- 
isfactorily, consumers often 
have to pay up first and argue 
afterwards.” 

He said existing laws, such as 
the Trades Description Act and 
the Consumer Protection Art. 
did not necessarily need chang- 
ing but more resources were 
needed to deal with com plain ts 



5,594 NEW ALMERAS ‘LOST’ AT SEA 


NISSAN CARGO SHIP HIJACKED 
IN BAY OF BISCAY 


The new Almera: Nissan's newly launched family hatchback 


Tbe dramatic off share hijack 
ofmere than £50 naQian worth of 

new Nissan Absents was 
executed with ‘Bend’ style 
precision, a police spokesman 
rev ea l ed last flight 

NissnVs 15586 fmno cargo 
ship, The Gty of Swdedancf, 
disappeared from radar screens 
in The Bay of Biscay 1 ate last 
Tbesday night- Mice are yet to 
confirm mysterious reports rhar a 
local filing boat spotted another 
much larger ship in die area drat 


failed to appear on radar Bui The 
idea that one ship could swallow 
another is not bejend the bounds 
of c re rH hrlTfv ’ a jpo faeanm ^ 
The new Nissm Alrosa was 
launched to great i- Ini m on 
Oct o ber 19tb and made a my 
lawwrabfe impression with aides 
ai this year^ Motor 9nw held at 
London^ Earft Court. Nissan are 
confident that the hijacked 
Alroeras wfll not affect avaO- 
a * J diry in the UK even thou^i 
then* showrooms have alread y 


reported record numbers of 
reqoeas kr test drives in die last 
two weeks. 

A spokesman fir Nissan 
told reporters “When we laurefr 
ed die Almera we knew it would 

be a pofailar car; bis this wasn’t 
quite what we had in miner. 

The new Almera boasts 
levels of comfort and tech- 
nology not normally associated 
with a family hatchback. AH 
models feature Nissan’s highly 
innovative Multilink 


Suspenaon which was devebped. 
far Nissan’s top erf the range 
eosonwe car; the QX.ftjfice have 
diatrissed the theory that the 

heistmayhave been the work erfa 

rival manufact urer as < pore 
speculatin’, although drey adorn 
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£42 million 


“3 cycle Network spanning the length and breadth of the country, passing within 2 m.les of aimost 21 m.lhon people, its one of 

there will be j* N * * ^ wi „ beneftt a „ the money you’re helping to raise. For every pound you spend on The National Lottery or National 

;a nds of projects, g ^ ^ Causes choS en by Parliament Namely, Sport, Arts, Heritage, Charities and projects to celebrate the Millennium. 

,ry instants, 2Sp J he al| ovep the country . Just like these cyclists. So when you play The National Lottery, someone will be better off. 

£1 billion has been 

llii THE NATIONAL LOTTERY” 









- Irish ministry buys 
p ‘mystery deaths’ harm 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 


The Irish Republic's govern- 
ment has taken the unusual step 
of buying one of the Co Lim- 
erick farms at the centre of an 
investigation of unexplained 
cattle deaths and human illness. 

A reported price of more 
than Ir£500,000 is to be paid fix 
the 85-acre Askeatoo farm 
owned by Justin and Suzanne 
Ryan on the River Shannon. 

A neighbouring farm owned 
by Liam Somers is to be leased 
by the Irish authorities, who will 
now begin studies assisted by 
overseas experts into possible 
causes of 94 cattle deaths since 
] 988 on the Ryan farm and 49 
on the Somers’ holding. 

- Local vets linked the cattle 
deaths with immune-system 
failures, amid fears of toxic 
emissions from local industiy 
which indudes a major alumi- 
na plant, a large coal-fired pow- 
er station and pharmaceutical 
operations. The main industri- 
al Diants deny emitting waste 


sufficiently tone to kill cattle. 

The possibility that industri- 
al emissions may be responsible 
was highlighted by a striking 
parallel between the limerick 
cases and others studied by Dr 
Fiona WQliams and Dundee sci- 
entists, reported in the British 
Journal of Industrial Medicine . 

Dr Williams cited a “dra- 
matic increase” in twin births 
among dairy cattle following the 
opening of chemical waste in- 
cinerators releasing polychlori- 
nated hydrocarbons. Some of 


tHity drugs. Several Limerick 
farms have reported sharp ris- 
es in cattle twin births alongside 
birth defects, such as no eyes. 


Experts in European animal 
health policy say that for the state 


health policy say that for the state 
to purchase a farm is extreme- 
ly rare, and suggests serious 
concern at the impact the mci- 
denls could have on Irish exports. 
Ireland's huge agribusiness sec- 
tor strongly emphasises the 
country’s unspoilt environment 
in promoting food products. 


Mr Ryan told the Independent 

last weekend he was sad to be 
leaving land formed by his fam- 
ily for 2XX) years, but was relieved 
the negotiations were over. ,r Wfe 
had no choice,” he said. “What 
this [sale] does is give ns the 
means to get a new place and 
continue farmin g as before.” 

But he said he was con- 
cerned at official indications 
that an interim report on the 
cattle deaths would not include 
existing test results (m local chlo- 
rine levels. He feared findings 
that might embarrass local in- 
dustry could be covered up. 

Agriculture minister Ivan 
Yates in recent weeks vehe- 
mently rejected suggestions of 
a cover-up, saying he had re- 
sponded immediately to the 
Limerick concerns. 

Mr Yates said the Askeatoo 
studies, expected to last until 
1997, would involve wide-rang- 
ing tests of cattle, the removal 
of some animals for monitoring 


at a state farm, and placement 
of others from outside the area 



of others from outside the area Art on wheels: David Hockney at the Royal Academy hi Piccadilly; London, yesterday wRh the Art Car he has created for BMW, Hie car son stow 
on the affected forms. the exhibition ’David Hockney: a drawing retrospective* until 28 January Photograph: David Sandison Section Two: Interview page 4; visual Arts page o 





When expecting a cheque in 
the post, some blind people 
ask the sender to attach it to 


How to cash a cheque 


a piece of textured paper, like 
kitchen roll, so that it is not 
confused with a compliment 
slip, or thrown away by mistake. 







It’s a simple solution to 
one of the frustrating 
problems that arise when 
blind people are sent 
information they cannot 
read. The Royal National 
Institute for the Blind 
(RNIB) understands the 
indignity visually impaired 
people feel at having to 
rely on others to read out 
private and confidential 
information. That’s why we 
campaign for blind 
people to have access to 
information in ‘readable’ 
forms. Many companies 
like banks and telephone 
networks now provide bank 
statements and phone 
bills in large print, braille 
and tape. But many day 
to day tasks require inform- 
ation which is usually 
produced in a form blind 
people find useless. RNIB 


will convert any specific 
printed items on request. 
From bus timetables and 
washing instructions to 
knitting patterns and the 
recipe for souffle. Even 
the sheet music to Handel's 
‘Messiah". RNIB also has 
braille and tape libraries 
stocking literature ranging 
from Barbara Card and to 
Karl Marx. RNIB’s work 
is particularly important 
if you consider that many 
of the one million blind 
or partially sighted people 
in Britain live alone. 
Perhaps you know someone 
who suffers from poor 
sight. Someone who could 
benefit from the services 
we offer Someone who may 
not realise that people are 
there to help them. For 
more details about RNIB 


0 


RNIB 


call us on 0171 388 1266. challenging blindness 


Royal National Institute for the Blind 

Charity Rnzuirarion Number 256227 


Mental 
health care 
‘fails ethnic 
minorities’ 


GLENDA COOPER 


The quality of mental health 
care which people from ethnic 
minorities receive is “incom- 
plete and inconsistent”, ac- 
cording to a new report by a 
leading charity. 

There are “worrying differ- 
ences” between the way in 
Which white people and those 
from e thni c minorities receive 
health care, the Mental Health 
Foundation said yesterday. 

Compared with white people, 
African-Caribbeans are more 
likely to be admitted to psychi- 
atric hospital following contact 
with the police and soda! services 
and less likely to be referred by 
their general practitioner; they 
are also more likely to be de- 
tained by the police under the 
Mental Health AcL 

They are more likely to be ad- 
mitted compulsorily to hospital 
under the Mental Health Ari, di- 
agnosed as violent and detained 
in locked wards, secure units and 
special hospitals. 

“In simmaiy, there is over- 
whelming evidence that African- 
Caribbean people are subject to 
greater coercive control by both 


the psychiatric and criminal Jus- 
hoe systems," Dr Veena Sooi 


doe systems," Dr Veena Sooi 
Raleigh, author of the report, 
said “It is widely believed that 
co mm uni ty and primary health- 
care services often foil to provide 
Afrkan-Caribbean people with 
the preventive and supportive 
care needed at an early stage to 

^fa'mental health!!” 11 * 
Findings show that schizo- 
phrenia is diagnosed three to six 
times more often in African- 
Caribbeans than in white peo- 
ple. In general, however, rates 
of minor psychiatric disorders 
such as neuroses, depression, 
drug and alcohol abuse are low- 


er in black people, as are rates 
of suicide aim attempted suicide. 

Asian people were also found 
to have lower rates of mental ill- 
ness overall than the white 
population, although Lhev had 
a higher rate of schizophrenia. 

A reason given for this was 
tha t the Asian co mmuni ty has 
genuinely low rates ofmenlaHU- 
ness, because of its strong fam- 
ily support system. But there is 
also a reluctance to approach 
mental health services, either 
through language difficulties 
or through fear of stigma. 

It is possible that CPs arc foil- 
ing to detect mental health 
problems. Hie suicide rate for 
young Asian women aged 15 to 
24 was mare thM double the na- 
tioiial rate and it was 60 percent 
higher in women 25 to 34. 

The Mental Health Founda- 
tion is calling for urgent action 
to improve mental health ser- 
vices from people from ethnic 
communities, setting out its 
recommendations in an eight- 
point plan which will be deliv- 
ered to the Department of 
Health. 

It proposes that black and mi- 
nority ethnic people should be 
more involved in planning ser- 
vices and treatments: better 
co mm u n i c a t ion between service 
purchasers and black and mi- 
nority ethnic voluntary agencies 
and better training on race and 
cultural awareness for those 
working in mental health. 

June McKerrow, the foun- 
dation’s director, said: “It is 
clear that social services and 
health agencies are failing black 
and minority ethnic people. It 
is time to make improvements 
in service provision now so that 
these communities receive care 
and treatment which recognis- 
es their cultural differences 
and meets their needs.” 


NOTICE TO INVESTORS 

N&P Overseas Limited gives notice that the annual and 
nwnddy rates of irwemst payable on ta UK Reserve and 
UK Reserve Notice accounts, with effbet fom 
7 November 1995, will be as indicated bekrw 
UK Reserve 
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French murder trial: Public roots for grey-haired 



man who hunted down wartime Jew-baiter 



international 

Juppe ready 
for outrage 
over benefits 


*«.. Ren£ Bousquet (In dark coat) talking to German officers during his time as the Vichy regime's chief of police. Right: Christian Didier in court at the start of the trial 

Killer’s tale stirs ghosts of Vichy 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

Even for a countiy with as rich 
a record of courtroom drama as 
France, the trial that opened in 
Paris yesterday has few rivals. 
The charge is premeditated 
murder: the defendant has ad- 
mitted, even boasted, of the 
killing, but the plea is “not 
guilty" and there is at least half 
a chance that it could be ac- 
cepted, because of the motive. 

rbr, while the accused, a 
slight, grey-haired man of 51, by 
the name of Christian Didier, 
might seem ordinaiy, his victim 
was not. Ren£ Bousquet, who 
was 84 when he was shot dead 
in his flat three years ago, was 
the Vichy regime's chief of po- 
lice from April 1942 to De- 
cember 1943 and personally 
ordered the notorious round-up 
of more than 12,000 Jews at the 
Vel-d'Hiv stadium in Paris . 


Mr Didier's case is that his 
killing was morally justified, 
and he has has two of the most 
accomplished lawyers in France 
on his side: Thierry Levy, a bril- 
liant orator and legal 'scholar 
who has specialised in “difficult" 
rases, acting for the anarchist 
group Action Directe and the 
former Marseille football boss, 
Bernard Thpie; and Arnaud 
Montebourg, a young anti-es- 
tablishment lawyer who last 
month came within a hair’s 
breadth of forcing the Prime 
Minister, Alain Juppe, out of of- 
fice over the legality of his flat 
The facts of the Bousquet 
murder are hardly in dispute. 
On 8 June 1993 Mr Didier set 
off by train to Paris from his 
home in the Vosges village of 
Saint-Die, took the metro to the 
elegant 16th Arondissement 
Paris and talked his way into 
Bousguel’s sixth-floor flat by 
claiming to be an interior min- 


istry official with some papers 
to be signed. Bousquet, contrary 
to usual practice, answered the 
door himself. As he bent Lo look 
at the (false) papers. Mr Didi- 
er shot him at point blank 
range five times. 

Afterwards, Mr Didier took 
the metro to a hotel in the Lilas 
district on the eastern fringe of 
Paris, and invited a selection of 
media organisations to a “press 
conference" about the not-yet- 
reported murder of Bousquet 
The police arrived to arrest 
him as he was explaining that 
Bousquet was a “monster" who 
deserved to die. 

Mr Didier, who was brought 
ujj a Catholic but professes ad- 
miration for Jews, has a histo- 
ry of pursuing senior Vichy 
officials. In 1987, posing as a 
doctor, he got into the Lyons 
prison where Klaus Barbie, 
head of the Gestapo in France, 
was being held. In 1991 he 


tried to force his way into the 
Ely see palace to complain 
about former Vichy officials 
not being brought lo triaL He 
also admits to having tried to kill 
Paul Touvier, the Vichy intelli- 
gence chief in Lyons. 

His trial has attracted huge 
attention in France, reviving 
once again the unresolved ques- 
tion oT the Vichy regime and 
how to deal with it. Only four 
senior Vichy officials have ever 
been indicted in France on war 
crimes charges, and only Tbu- 
vier has stood trial. 

Bousquet himself was sen- 
tenced to a five-year prison 
term in 1949, but was released 
in recognition of “services to the 
Resistance". He was indicted for 
war crimes in 1991 at the insti- 
gation of the anti-Nazi cam- 
paigner, Serge Klarsfeld, and 
was awaiting trial at the time of 
his death. His long-standing 
friendship with then President, 


Francois Mitterrand, is cited as 
a possible reason why the in- 
vestigation took so long. 

Mr Didier enjoys strong pub- 
lic support. His defence lawyers 
are bringing a dozen or more 
specialist witnesses - professors 
of moral philosophy, historians 
and lawyers, specialising in the 
holocaust and in the war crimes 
of the Vichy regime, and indi- 
viduals who had been called to 
testify against Bousquet when 
it was expected that he, not Mr 
Didier, would be in the dock. 

Didier's home town is also 
standing by him. The Saint-Die 
council last week passed a mo- 
tion asking the Paris court to 
show clemency. The town, dose 
to the German border, was 
almost destroyed during the 
Occupation, and Mr Didier 
claims that his childhood was 
scarred by the constant stories 
of round-ups and killings that 
were told around him. 


Despite his already mythical 
moral stature, Mr Didier cut a 
sad and confused figure yes- 
terday. Standing alone in front 
of the' microphone, dwarfed by 
the red-robed dignitaries, he 
went from stumbling replies to 
gamdousness. Admitting to un- 
happy relations with his father, 
international wandering, failure 
as an author and a history of 
mental illness, Didier darted 
capriciously among the judge’s 
questions, sprinkling answers 
with references lo nis “trau- 
matisation" as a child. 

If the defence lawyers and a 
section of the public wished the 
Didier trial to become the tri- 
al of Vichy, or at least of Bous- 
quet, they may be disappointed. 
The judge wanted the jury at the 
outset: “Remember, you arc not 
trying Renfi Bousquet for what 
he may have done, but Christ- 
ian Didier for responsibility for 
this killing ." 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

Ministers are getting testy, 
members of parliament are 
making their pitch to the media 
and the trade unions are co-or- 
dinating their protests in antic- 
ipation- Next Monday and 
Tuesday, the french Prime Min- 
ister, Alain Juppd, will present 
his “structural solution" to the 
“grave difficulties" facing 
the social security system in 
France, and no one is going to 
like it. 

Last minute lobbying is in full 
swing. All-day parliamentary 
hearings are being held in the 
first three days of this week for 
the various interest groups to 
make their cases. But planned 
live television coverage was 
called off - too boring or too 
sensitive, no one is saying. 

For the past two years, Lhe 
system, known as the Secu - 
which incorporates all health 
spending and social benefits and 
is administered quite separate- 
ly from the state budget - has 
been running up big debts, and 
Mr Jupp£ has pronuaxi to bring 
j it into balance by 1997. His start- 
ing point, according to figures 
released this week, is a deficit 
estimated to reach 64.5bn 
francs (£8.6bn) in the current 
year. 

Those who manage the S6cu 
- a commission made up of doc- 
tors'. trade unions' and em- 
ployers' representatives - know 
that this situation cannot con- 
tinue. Presenting the Secu’s 
audited accounts for 1994 and 
projections for 1995 and 1996 
this week, its general secretary, 
Jean Marmot, began: “The time 
has come for hard decisions to 
be taken on the French social 
security system. ..social solidar- 
ity cannot be financed on 
credit." 

The trade unions’ preferred 
solution is lo have the system, 
funded at present exclusively 
from workers’ and employers’ 
contributions, part-funded from 


the central budget. But they are 
wary of losing their say in run- 
ning it. The employers, for 
their part, fear that any change 
in funding could mean more 
money taken from them. 

Knowing that any changes 
will be dynamite to already 


discontented pubfic sector 
workers, nol to mention tax- 
payer, who have already forked 
out an extra 2 per cent in VAT 
this summer. Mr Juppe is show- 
ing extreme caution on the sur- 
face, while holding some big 
guns in reserve. 

Last month he launched a na- 
tionwide “debate", which boiled 
down to 22 regional seminars, 
chaired by ministers, at which 
all interested parties were in- 
vited to voice their concerns and 
suggestions. Not surprisingly, 
the exercise produced no con- 
sensus for either reducing 
spending or re-ordering prior- 
ities. 

It is widely predicted that 
benefits and allowances, which 
are mostly neither taxed nor 
means-tested, will be considered 
as “income" and taxed accord- 
ingly. There is talk of a “tem- 
porary" increase of 1 
percentage point in the “social 
charge" - roughfy equivalent to 
a national insurance contribu- 
tion - that is paid by everyone 
in work, and of means-testing 
family allowances. Regulations 
for claiming unemployment 
and housing benefits could also 
be tightened. 

Some of tbe most contested 
changes could be in health 
spending. It is already known 
that “hotel" charges for hospi- 
tal stays will be going up by 15 
per cent. GPs may have to for- 
go a pay increase scheduled for 
next year. 

A nominal charge of Fr5 or 
FrIO for prescriptions, or for 
each packet or bottle of medi- 
cine. has been mooted, as has 
a one-off charge to GPs for set- 
ting up in urban areas (where 
ministers believe there are too 
many doctors). 

Any curbing of doctors’ free- 
dom io practise and prescribe 
will be as unpopular in France 
as it would be in Britain, and tile 
complaints are already loud. 
The leader of the main doctors' 
unionJiichard Bouton, stormed 
out of a Secu budget meeting 
last week, shouting that minis- 
ters were blaming doctors for 
this year’s overspend and that 
this was “intolerable". 

Mr Juppe, meanwhile, is say- 
ing nothing - and has banned 
his ministers from saying any- 
thing either. 
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Membership of the RAC still starts at just £29 - but 


now your basic cover otters even more benefits. 


■ RAC Rescue covers you, not your car. So now 


you can call on us whenever you need fast 


roadside assistance, even when you're simply 


a passenger in someone else's car. 


B Roadside Rescue. In more than 8 out of 10 


cases, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
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Bosnia peace talks: Milosevic balks over Bosnian recognition, human rights in Serbia and surrend ering Karadzic and^^clic 

Serbs’ tough line throws 
deal hopes into jeopardy 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

The Yugoslav peace negotia- 
tions in Ohio were reported to 
be at an impasse yesterday, 
with Serbia complaining about 
US pressure to make conces- 
sions and Croatia taking a hard 
line on the future of the Serb- 
con trolled enclave of Eastern 
Slavonia. 

In former Yugoslavia there 
were more violent setbacks, in 
the form of a grenade and gun 
attack by unidentified assailants 
that wounded seven French 
UN peace-keepers in the south- 
ern Bosnian city of Mostar. 

An official news blackout 
has been placed on the talks at 
a US air base near Dayton, 
Ohio, but diplomats said the 
atmosphere was strained. One 
characterised the negotiating 
positions of the Croats, Serbs 
and Muslims as “depressingly 
a miliar brinkmanship”. 

Serbia’s President, Slobodan 
Milosevic, is under pressure to 
secure the removal of the Bosn- 
ian Serb leaders, Radovan 
Karadzic and General Ratko 
Mladic, as a precondition for a 


settlement. The US govern- 
ment, brokering the talks, has 
signalled it wfll not send troops 
to patrol an accord unless Mr 
Karadzic and General Mladic 
are removed from power. 

Without US troops deployed 
in the region, the chances of a 
stable peace settlement, par- 
ticularly in Bosnia, look slim. 

Yet, the Republican-domi- 
nated Congress is unwilling to 
endorse the despatch of thou- 
sands of American soldiers to 
Bosnia as long as Mr Karadzic 
and General Mladic, whom the 
UN has named as war crimes 
suspects, remain in office. 

Mr Milosevic is being asked 
to recognise Bosnia ana Croa- 
tia in their pre-war borders 

This would, in theory, elim- 
inate the possibility of the cre- 
ation of a Greater Serbia, 
incorporating Serb-populated 
parts of Bosnia and Croatia. 
However, since the establish- 
ment of such a state was one of 
the original Serb war aims in 
1991, it is not easy for Mr Milo- 
sevic to give ground without 
making hims elf politically vul- 
nerable to nationalists in the 
Serbian political apparatus. 


Mr Milosevic is being asked 
also to guarantee the protection 
of human rights of e thni c 
minorities in Serbia. This refers 
to the predominantly Albanian 
population of the southern 
province of Kosovo and to the 
Muslims of the Sandzak region 
straddling Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro. 

Officials close to the peace 
talks said Mr Milosevic was an- 
gry about the US pressure, sus- 
pecting he had been lured to 
Ohio under false pretences. 
“He is being asked to make 
some concessions that weren't 
mentioned to him in the run-up 
to the talks," one official said. 

Mr Milosevic contends that 
he does not exercise sufficient 
influence over Bosnian Serb 
politics to determine who 
should control the government 
and army. However, it appears 
that the gritly chief US media- 
tor. Richard Holbrooke, is not 
prepared to tolerate Mr Milo- 
sevic’s evasive tactics. 

As for the Groats, sources 
dose to the Ohio tallre said there 
were fears that President Fran- 
jo Tudjman’s delegates were 
st ringing out the negotiating 


process to avoid- a settlement 
that would grant autonomy to 
Serbs in Eastern Slavonia. They 
said Mr Tudjman’s preferred 
solution appeared to be the re- 
moval of the Serbs from the 
region, just as the Serb popu- 
lations of Western Slavonia and 
Krajina fled, or were ejected, in 
May and August 

Eastern Slavonia, conquered 
by local Serbs and the Serbian- 
led Yugoslav array in 1991, is the 
last piece of Croat territory 
still m Serb hands. The local 
Serbs want a three-year period 
during which the region would 
be under UN administration, 
followed by a referendum on 
the region’s status. But Mr 
Tudjman has warned that if 
the Ohio talks do not return the 
region to Croatia, the Croatian 
army could launch an attack any 
time after 30 November. 

The attack on French peace- 
keepers in Mostar occurred on 
Sunday night, when a Flench 
guard was shot in the arm and 
six soldiers were wounded by a 
grenade blast It was the most 
serious violation of the cease- 
fire that was declared in Bosnia 
on 12 October. 






Winter watch-. A Bosnian Croat fighter stands guard on top of tire battlements of Jajce castle in central 
Hie ancient city was recaptured from Serbs In a recent offensive muiugiapi 
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Yeltsin ready to 
resume work, 
minister claims 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 



on 


repayments? 


* 


most positive bulletin yet about 
the health of their President, 
Boris Yeltsin, who was rushed 
to hospital 13 days ago amid 
worldwide concern that his 
heart trouble would cause the 
end of ids political career. 

Mr Yeltsin was looking 
“fine", was “absolutely capable 
of working”, and was beavering 
away at Russia's economic 
problems, said one of his clos- 
est associates, the first deputy 
[nirne minister, Oleg Soskovets, 
after visiting him in the Central 
Clinical Hospital. 

Since Mr Yeltsin’s heart 
attack, the Kremlin has been at 
pains to emphasise that he is in 
control of the country, although 
it initially provided precious 
little evidence to support this. 
Their claims were met with 
scepticism among Russians, 
especially when his doctors 
barred all visits, saying he would 
need to be under close medical 
supervision until the end of this 
month. 

But on Friday the President 
was visited by his Prime Minis- 
ter, Viktor Chernomyrdin, and 
was shown on television look- 


ing weak and slightly disorien- 
tated, but claiming to feel “not 
bad". It appears he may i ndee d 
be improving, albeit it slowly. 

It remains to be seen whether 
he will feel quite so well after 
today's march through the 
streets of Moscow by thou- 
sands of Communists, some of 
his strongest political foes. 
Although the rally is nominal- 
ly to mark the anniversary of the 
1917 Bolshevik Revolution, they 
are also certain to use the 
occasion to celebrate their lofty 
position in the polls, which sug- 
gest that they will emerge 
strongly from next month's 
parliamentary elections. 

Gennady Zyuganov, head of 
the Communist Party, is 
making full use of Mr Yeltsin’s 
absence, citing his health as one 
reason that he should step 
down. 

Addressing a rally in 
Moscow, he said Russia’s 
authorities were “out of control” 
and rattled off a list of Soviet- 
style slogans that will worry 
those who are unconvinced by 
the Communists' claims to be 
a moderate progressive party. 
“Russia! Labour! People 
power! Socialism! These are our 
slogans," a ruddy-faced 
Zyuganov thundered. 


What do you 
think it is- 
Christmas? 
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It certainly seems like it. Drive away a new 
Fiesta LX, Mondeo LX or Escort Ghia, Si or LX model 
on Options between now and November 30th, and 
Ford will pay you a sum equal to three monthly 
payments* 

For more information, contact your Ford Dealer 
or call 0800 111 222. 

And start believing in Santa Claus. 
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in new storm 


^JP£RTCOftNWEa 

'tffestengton 

^rihc GIA these days, just 
#jjjmiJtseems matters can eet 
BOW^they do. After being 
jHiniD^ by tfie'Ames affoir ex _ 
coriated over Guatemala, and 
eaught. red-handed spying 
againslvtwo- US allies, 'the 


‘ e »‘g n “™<5f. Soviet Union 
.and Rupa -which it knew almost 
/ixtlambr cmne from agents con- 
trolled by Moscow. 

'^ S ^i lbe, ^ esl - bul »" au 

Ekelihood not the final - chao- 
.teroflhe case of Aldrich Ames, 
'played out before aghast con- 


gressional committees, and 

jjnich at one point came dose 
jo eliciting an unheard-of for- 
^ re P run and by CIA director 
D /“ tch of no less than 
three of his predecessors. 

it has been more than 20 
njonths since Ames was arrest- 
ed after being unmasked as 

ri^? 051 daraa ghig mole in 
J- IA history. Since then one em- 
P^rraKment after another has 
oeen neaped upon the agency, 
as ii attempts to gauge the full 
extent of the havoc wreaked by 
its former Soviet branch 
counter-intelligence chief; now 
serving a. life sentence without 
Parole in a federal prison in 

Pennsylvania. 


None though has matched 
the admission of Mr Deulch on 
Capitol Hill last week that a 
new, post -Ames internal inves- 
tigation by the CIA’s Inspector 
General Frederick Hilz had 
shown that “tainted’’ informa- 
tion - Le. data supplied by So- 
viet agents installed by the 
KGB to replace those betrayed 
by Ames during his nine years 
of treachery, between 1985 and 
1994 - was contained in top-se- 
cret ‘‘blue border" intelligence 
reports, delivered by hand Lo a 
president 

On the basts of this bogus in- 
formation, purporting to show 
hitherto unsuspected weapons 
advances by Moscow, the US 


may have derided lo go ahead 
with fresh arms programmes of 
its own. The fcntagon is launch- 
ing a study lo assess the dam- 
age. and officials say “billions of 
dollars" may have been wasted 
on weapons the country did not 
need. 

if so. and by a Cue stroke of 
irony, Moscow would have suc- 
cessfully imitated one US strat- 
egy in the closing stages of the 
Cold Wan of trying to bleed 
one’s superpower opponent dty 
bv forcing him into an ever more 
costly arras race. The US may 
have won in the end, but the 
Kremlin may have scored small- 
er victories along the way. 

For Mr Deulch, the CIA’s 


blundering was “an inexcus- 
able lapse in elementary intel- 
ligence practices" - so 
inexcusable that Mr Hilz is 
said to have sought reprimands 
for three former directors, 
William Webster, Robert Gates, 
and James Woolsey who re- 
signed at the end of 1994 amid 
congressional fury over his re- 
fusal to mete out stern punish- 
ment to agency officers involved 
with the Ames debacle. 

For the time being, the trio 
have wriggled out of trouble by 
sending a joint letter to Mr 
Deutch protesting that they 
were not informed that suspect 
information was being passed to 
the White House. Indeed, they 
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ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

South Africa's poiice chief has 
ordered his forces to brace 
themselves for a possible right- 
wing backlash after last week’s 
arrest of the apartheid-era de- 
fence minister Magnus Malan 
on murder charges" 

The disclosure, in a ‘'top-se- 
cret" police document released 
to the foreign media yesterday, 
nas the first indication that the 
Mandela government was tak- 
ing seriously speculation that the 
arrest of General Malan, de- 
fence minister from 1980 to 
1991, might provoke a violent 
right-wing response. 

^jThe Police Commissioner, 
George Fivaz, expressed his 
fears last week after it was an- 
nounced that warrants were 
being issued for Gen Malan and 
10 former senior officers for al- 
leged involvement in training 
Zulu paramilitary units used to 
attack rivals in the African Na- 
tional Congress. The men ap~ 

S eared before a court in 
'urban on Thursday and were 
released on bail. The trial is ex- 
pected to start early next year. 

The police document was 
drawn up by Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Wouter Grove, head of the 
police intelligence arm, and 
called on regional chiefs to as- 
sess the right-wing threat. In 
particular, he asked them to 
watch out for a resurgence of 
militant right-wing activities as 
well as "the polarisation of cur- 
rent security-force members 
around these issues". 

- Before last weeks arrests, 
several Afrikaner and right - 
wins leaders were making 


threatening noises over what 
they considered the unfairness 
of an action which sought to by 
white officials for apartheid-era 
crimes while many black lead- 
ers were granted temporary in- 
demnities by the former white 
government. 

Eugene Terreblanche, head 
of the neo-Nazi Afrikaner Re- 
sistance Movement, said last 
week: "They are now arresting 
our people who fought in a war. 
How can you arrest people for 
murder who fought in a war?” 
He said Afrikaners would rise 
up against such an "unlawful 
system" but his remarks sound- 
ed more threatened than 
threatening. 

General Constand VDjoen, 
leader of the Freedom Front, 
the only right-wing party to 
contest last year's all-race na- 
tional elections, accused Nelson 
Mandela of double standards 
which undermined the process 
of reconciliation for which the 
President stood. 

Mr Mandela hit back yester- 
day: “Nobody should lecture to 
me about reconciliation,” he 
told journalists. "I started rec- 
onciliation in this country. I am 
the architect of that process.” 

Signs are that the white right 
is a spent force. The big defeat 
of right-wing parties in Wednes- 
day's local elections is one in- 
dicator that the right ran no 
longer mobilise in significant 
numbers. However, some or- 
ganisations such as the South 
African Institute of Race Re- 
lations have said that if Afrikan- 
ers feel they are completely 
broken and have no voice, some 
mil Hants might resort to letting 
violence speak for them. 
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Calming votceTMr Mandela, with Miss South Africa, Bemetee Dan 
yesterday. He denied the Malan trial would hamper reconciliation 
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say if anyone is to blame it is Mr 
Hitz. who failed to mention the 
practice in an earlier report Not 
relishing such invidious judge- 
ment of his peers, the current 
CIA director let them oft the 
hook. But Congress many not 
be so easily satisfied. 

One influential Democrat, 
Senate Intelligence Commit- 
tee Vice-Chairman Bob Kerrey, 
insists that unless the three are 
held personally accountable, 
*T don't know how the CIA will 
ever recover credibility with 
customers who are basing bfl.- 
lion-dollar and life-and-death 
decisions on that intelligence.” 
Mr Kerrey's chance may come 
this week, when the three are 


Big guns 
rally 
round 
Walesa 

ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Warsaw 


Three former Palish prime min- 
isters yesterday lined up to 
throw their weight behind Lech 
Walesa's bid for re-election af- 
ter his strong showing in Sun- 
day's first round of voting. 

Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Jan 
Krzyzstof Bieledd and Hanna 
Suchocka, all of whom held the 
premiership following the over- 
throw of Communism in 1989, 
declared their support for Mr 
Walesa in his second round 
run-off with former Communist 
Alexander Kwasniewski on 19 
November. 

With votes still being count- 
ed from the first round, Mr 
Walesa looked likely to win 
33 3 per cent, close behind Mr 
I Kwasniewski on 34.8 per cent 
His hopes for success in 11 days’ 
time lie in capturing a majori- 
ty of the votes cast for the oth- 
er 12 candidates contesting 
Sunday's vote. 

As nearly all the other can- 
didates had their political roots 
in the Solidarity movement that 
Mr Walesa led against Com- 
munism, the President now 
looks the clear favourite. 

In addition to the three for- 
mer prime ministers, Mr Wale- 
sa looked certain to capture 
most of the votes of those who 
supported the respected former 
dissident Jacek Kuron, who 
came third with almost 9 per 
cent of the vote on Sunday. 

He can also expect to collect 
most of those cast for another 
former prime minister, Jan Ol- 
szewski According to a new 
poll, Mr Wfelesa could win 51 per 
cent compared to just 44 per 
cent for Mr Kwasniewski. 

Although it was widely pre- 
dicted that the two men would 
face each other in the second 
round run-off, few expected 
Mr Walesa to come so close to 
his main rival. Most analysts at- 
tributed his success to the feci 
that many polls see this election 
as being essentially a re-run of 
the struggle between Commu- 
nism and Solidarity in the 1980s. 


expected to be summoned to 
testify at fresh hearings into the 
fiasco. 

One thing though is clear, 
that Mr Dentch’s task of restor- 
ing the prestige and morale of 
the battered CIA is harrier than 
ever. Quite apart from the 
Ames affair, the agency was 
forced in September to sanction 

a dozen officers for covering up 
human rights abuses in Guate- 
mala in the early 1990s. Simi- 
lar ructions concerning 
Honduras are reportedly im- 
minent. Separately, the CIA has 
been caught this year conduct- 
ing industrial espionage against 
France and Japan, close US al- 
lies. 



Aldrich Ames: Jailed for 
life for betraying agents 
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Shevardnadze wins by a landslide 

Moscow — Despite defeat in a bloody separatist war. a broken- 
down economy, and widespread poverty among his people, Ed- 
uard Shevardnadze has won a second term as President of Georgia 
in a landslide victory, writes PhD Reeves. His success was wide- 
ly predicted, although figures released yesterday showed that he 
swept back into office with an even larger margin than most an- 
alysts expected, gaining 74.3 per cent of the vole, some five times 
as much as than his closest rival. His re-election underlines the 
view of many Georgians that his international connections - forged 
during his days as Soviet Foreign Minister during perestroika - 
will help the small republic tread a delicate path between the in- 
terests of Russia and the West. 

Mengjstu suspect under guard 

Harare — An Ethiopian suspect was under 24-hour guard in hos- 
pital yesterday following an alleged weekend attempt to assassi- 
nate the former Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam. 
Zimbabwe polios shot and arrested the suspect on Friday night 
near the villa in a Harare suburb where Mr Mengistu lives in ex- 
| fle. He was reportedly taking a walk. .4P 

Sri Lanka curbs relief aid to Tamils 

Colombo — Sri Lanka said it would ban international agencies 
from independently aiding tens of thousands of Tamil refugees 
because of fears that some were not impartial. "We do not in- 
tend to permit any outside agencies, including the United Na- 
tions, to cany out independent operations," the Foreign Minister 
Lakshman Kadirgamar, said. Reuter 

Canada looks again at PM's security 

Ottawa — An independent commission will review security at 
die Prime Minister’s residence after a knife-wielding intruder broke 
in, Canada's top police official said yesterday. “Immediate ac- 
tion will be taken to address any shortcomings,” said Phil Mur- 
ray, Commissioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. AP 

Ex-mayor out to clear name 

Lyon — The former Lyon mayor Michel Noir and the star tele- 
vision newscaster Patrick Poivre d’Arvor returned to court yes- 
terday to try to clear their names after convictions in a tawdry 
political corruption case. The two men, together with the may- 
or of Cannes and six co-defendants, are contesting their guilty 
verdicts, issued in April. Reuter 

The Queen shielded from Maori protest 

Dunedin. New Zealand — A small group of protesters seeking 
greater rights for Maoris burned flags during a visit by the Queen 
yesterday as part of her New Zealand tour. The Queen was kept 
well away from the demonstration. AP 



Palace protest: Chechens pray for an end to Russian rule 
at the presidential palace in Grozny Photograph: Reuter 
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WIN £5,000 of Liberty 
Gift Vouchers plus a 
holiday in Thailand 
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had £5,000 of Liberty Gift Vouchers to spend. 

That is the first prize in our Liberty prize draw. 
And, having shopped to dropping point, our winner 
wflj be able to recuperate, along with a partner, with 
a 4-night city break in Bangkok’s luxurious Regent 
Hotel. The flight to and from Thailand will be with 
Eva Air and the holiday is worth £22500. 

Our second and third prize winners will receive 
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Hie stage went black. On came 
the house lights. It was the in- 
terval. Many of us dispersed in 
search of refreshment or exer- 
cise but those who stayed in 
their seats were treated to a 
strange sight. For within the 
half-light of Bob Crowley’s set 
for JVb Man 's Land at the Com- 
edy in 1993 they beheld the 
silent, still and seated figure of 
Paul Eddington as Spooner. 

Alone and palely pondering 
the meaning of events in Harold 
Pinter's enigmatic fable of an 
encounter between two ageing 
men from the London literary 
fringes, he was passing what 
Spooner in his bookish Hamp- 
stead way might have called one 
null blanche. In that faded bag- 
gy suit and bright bow lie 
Eddington cut a sorrowful, 
lonely figure as a guest all at sea. 

As the play continued a 
rather (huggish manservant 
brought him. with meticulous at- 
tention to detail, a champagne 
breakfast; Spooner, on his best 
behaviour, sniffed and sipped 
the Veuve Clicquot. It was a 
grotesque situation; but the 
lean and hungry Eddington of 
the long shiny face, hollow, 
wary eyes and drawn cheeks was 
giving nothing away as he await- 
ed impassively the next Pinter- 
ian twist in the weird whirligig. 

This was farce at its highest 
and gravest British level which, 
in its stately resolve to pul 
manners before sense and to re- 
tain deep respect for trivialities, 
might he traced back to The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest . As 
Spooner, Eddington gave one 
of the performances of his life. 

It was not a great perfor- 
mance. Great acting was hard- 
ly possible in such minimalist 
drama. Hence the lengthy 
dithering of such eminences 
grises as Olivier, Gielgud and 
Richardson before they dipped 
their toes into modem post-war 
drama. Olivier never did bring 
himself to tinker with Pinter. 
Gielgud and Richardson wait- 
ed nearly 20 years to do so (in 
No Man !s Land): and nearly 20 
more passed before Eddington 
trod, as Spooner, in the loot- 


steps of his revered mentor, 
Gielgud; yet, although he would 
hate to hear it because he 
thought the world of Gielgud, 
Eddington was far better. 

For one thing, in 1975 Giel- 
gud had looked constricted by 
the writing. For another, he baa 
made a special effort to look 
seedy as Spooner, a cigarette 
dangling from the comer of his 
mouth- Such “character" acting 
struck a false note coining from 
that most poetic of actor- 
knights. Moreover Gielgud bad 
had to contend with his old 
friend and powerful colleague 
Ralph Richardson as Hirst, 
whereas Eddington was only up 
against Pinter himselt making 
a whimsical acting comeback. 

So in 1993 Spooner became, 
quietly and unforgettably, Ed- 
dington's part and the play Ed- 
dington’s evening. It was also a 
reminder of how far the actor 
had come by his mid-sixties 
since his days as a popular tele- 
vision performer in 77ie Good 
Life , in which he won so many 
people's hearts as Penelope 
Keith’s helpless husband, and in 
Minister and >fej Prime Min- 
ister, in which he created such 
an authentic impression as that 



wiliest of Westminster politi- 
cians. Jim Hacker, that 
Eddington himself was some- 
times presumed, especially in 
Australia, to have real 
parliamentary influence. 

Television may come to the 
financial rescue of an actor 
with a family to raise - and in 
his younger days Eddington 
had often to attend the labour 
exchange - but a big success on 
the small screen, never mind 
two big successes, fixed him in 
the public min d for ever. 

Paul Eddington had been as 
rigorously trained as any actor 
in the business. Who else had 
ever spent as long in rep and 
made a name? Who today 
would spend not two or three 
seasons at Birmingham, Shef- 
field, Ipswich, Coventry and 
Bristol but two or three 
decades? From Bristol Ed- 
dington turned up regularly in 
the West End. In War and Peace 
he was a notable Andrei, and in 
Iris Murdoch’s.*! Severed Head 
he played the sexually obli ging 
psychiatrist, a performance that 
took him to Broadway. 

In 1965 he was back in town 
as a dry-witted Disraeli to 
Dorothy Th tin’s Queen Victo- 


ria in Portrait of a Queen ; but, 
until the Clarence Derwent 
Award came his way in 1966 for 
the year’s best supporting per- 
formance. his was not a name 
for casting directors to conjure 
with. It was only in bis third suc- 
cessive and at last successful 
British West End musical. Alan 
Bennett’s Forty Years On, that 
Eddington caught the fancy of 
connoisseurs. He played the ba- 
rasse d housemaster whose wob- 
bly production of the school piay 
kept getting up Gielgud's 
patrician nose as Head Master. 

What interested the student 
of acting was the similarity of 
Eddington’s theatrical tem- 
perament to Gielgud's; not in 
any classical sense but as thor- 
oughly British exponents of 
hi g h , dry farce or comedy. 
When Eddington came to play 
the Head Master himself 16 
years later at Chichester and in 
the West End, Bennett’s ironi- 
cal revue seemed as funny as 
and maybe funnier than it bad 
been with Gielgud. He com- 
pared equally well with his 
mentor in taking the Gielgud 
part in David Storey’s Home - 
his last West End appearance - 
at Wyndham's last year. 



Eddington (left) with Harold Pinter in Pinter’s No Man 's Land, Almeida, 1992 Photograph: Stuart Morris 


The manners of the two ac- 
tors were so simDar that Ed- 
dington remembered their both 
nearly falling off the stage in the 
orinnal Forty Years Onma mu- 
tual fear of upstaging one an- 
other. What both actors shared, 
apart from their slim, fight - 
build, fair complexion and light- 
ness of voice, was asuperbly dis- 
riplmed gift for raising laughter 
from outraged dignity. Ed- 
dington was in particular a 
master of the frozen smile, the 
expression that suggested he 
had missed the comic point 
and that if the joke was on him, 
which it usually was, he would 
never be able to see iL 

A buffoon, then? Only in the 
subtlest sense. Eddington’s suc- 
cess as Penelope Keith’s hen- 
pecked husband in The Good 
Life, which ran from 1974 to 
1978, and as a nice-natured vic- 
tim of Whitehall bureaucracy in 
its junior corridors of parlia- 
mentary power in T&s, Minister, 
which followed from 1980, was 
well deserved but did no justice 
to his dramatic range. 

If his repertory years, had 
taught him anything it was that 
reps were the places to take 
risks. Hence his readiness tore- 
torn to Bristol’s attractive 18th- 
century stage. In the 1960s he 
played leads there in Shake- 
speare, Ibsen, Anouilh, Frisch, 
Waterhouse and Hall. In the 
1970s he took on O’Neill’s 
Long Day's Journey into Night 
and Sherriffs Journey s End. 

Then, after several obvious 
West End opportunities in 
Ayckbourn’Sj4feH/tf Person Sin- 
gular and Ten Times Table , 
Frayn’s Donkey’s Years and 
Roger Hall’s Middle-Age 
Spread, came the break. In bus 
early fifties he went out on a 
limb. Only the National Theatre 
in London felt up to the risk. So, 
as George, the drunken, drool- 
ing, vicious and laceratingly 
eloquent husband and campus 
professor in Who’s Afraid of Vir- 
ginia Woolf? (1981), Eddington 
at last eluded typecasting. 

Though he followed it up as 
the frantically disaster-prone di- 
rector of a run-down rep in 


Frayn’s Noises Off (Ly ric, Ham- 
mersmith, and Savoy), the Al- 
bee play had shown him what 
he was made of. It was of stern- 
er stuff than anyone supposed. 

He returned to Bristol,, this 
time to tackle something equal- 
ly demanding: the pathetic old 
schoolmaster in Rattigan’s The 
Browning Version. It was a bril- 
liant performance which he re- 
peated in tire West End, where 
even spectators who remem- 
bered Eric Fortman in the pre- 
miere of the play and Michael 
Redgrave on the screen con- 
ceded that Eddington’s appar- 


had deeply moved them. 

■ He was often a surprise. Just 
as those who bad supposed in 
.1968 that the Head Master in 
Forty Yeats On .could never be 
acted by anyone but Gielgud 
had to eat their words in 1984, 
so Michael Hordern seemed to 
claim in 1972 Stoppard’s moral 
philosopher in Jumpers for his 
own - until Eddington played 
that 2 any genius in the Aidwycb 
revival in 1985. At Chichester 
in 1989 be did the same as Sir 
Harcourt Courtly in Bouci- 
caulfs London Assurance which 
everyone believed after seeing 
Donald Sinden 19 years earli- 
er to be still in his possession. 

Thus Eddington became 
within a startling decade one of 
the most original, adventurous 
and stimulating actors on the 
London stage, perhaps because 
he had spent so many years off 
it, in rep, or perhaps because he 
had a rare sense of timing: 
when he did at last come into 
his own no one questioned it. 

Off stage, as on, he was not- 
ed for scruples and principles. 
A dedicated Quaker, he regis- 
tered as a conscientious objec- 
tor when called up towards the 
end of the Second World War, 
thus making his first stage ap- 
pearance entertaining the 
troops with Ensa. 

A devoted player with the 
Bristol Old Vic and a governor 
of its theatrical trust, he de- 
clared abruptly in the 1980s that 
he would never again act at the 
Theatre Royal, Bristol. He had 




Ecfefington: original and stimulating 


Photograph: 


learnt that part of that theatre’s 
subsidies came from a local to- 
bacco company. It explained 
why his Spooner, unlike Giel- 
gud’s, which had been based on 
the chain-smoking WH. Auden, 
never lit up. 

When Eddington also pro- 
claimed his detestation of pri- 
vate health insurance on the 
grounds that it enabled people 
to “jump the queue" he admit- 
ted that, if he ever needed 
treatment, “I might cheat." At 
least, that was what be feared 
having once collapsed during 
the run of No Man's Land in 
which he never left the stage 
during its one and three- 
quarter hours’ performance. 


Last month he 


ing and characf 
ant appearance.; oar 
television programme 
Face , in which, ihtervs 
Jeremy Isaacs, be made 
his disfiguring illness,aiai 
cancer from which he harf 
fered for 40 years. Hfcrai 
ography appeared oo$ 
weeks ago. His title far $ 
So Far. So Good. • . -• ^ 


Paul Clark Eddington 
bom London 18 Mu 
CBE 1987: married 1952 
cia Scott ( three sons, me ' 
ter): died London 4 ' t: 
1995. 


Lord Bottomley 


In British politics, alas, it is un- 
usual for ministers long to sus- 
tain an interest in an area for 
which they have once been min- 
isterially responsible. There are. 
of course, exceptions. Meriyn 
Rees has for 20 years been in- 
terested in the affairs of North- 
ern Ireland; Ted Heath is a no 
less passionate carer for Britain 
in the European Union. Another 
such was Arthur Bottomley. 

Back in 1947, as Clement At- 
tlee’s Under-Sccretaiy of State 
for Dominion Affairs, Bottom- 
ley led the Special Govern- 
ment Delegation to Burma, for 
the crucial talks on constitu- 
tional machinery. Bottomley 
immersed himself in the prob- 
lems of the frontier peoples, the 
Chins, Kachins, Shan and 
Karens, who had been so brave- 
ly helpful to the British in the 
Second World War- 

Speaking in the House of 
Commons on 20 May 1947, 
Botlomley said: 

I was areally impressed by the alti- 
tude of Aung San [the father of mod- 
em Burma], his obvious sincerity and 
his readiness, at all times, to meet 
the wishes of the frontier area peo- 
ple. He was particularly forthcom- 
ing on the point of granting internal 
autonomy, and giving them financial 

assistance I am confident that a 

happy understanding can be reached 
with Burma under his leadership. 

Had Aung San not been 
murdered in July 1947, the his- 
tory of Burma would surely 
have been different. 

In 1966, when my wife and I 
stayed with General Ne Win. 
then Chairman of the State 


Council, many of the leading 
Burmese of the day asked after 
one British individual before all 
others - Bottomley. He was es- 
teemed as one of the midwives 
erf the modem Burmese nation. 
In 1981, he was awarded the ti- 
tle of Aung San Tagun, the high- 
est honour that the Burmese 
accord to a foreigner. 

Arthur Bottomley was the el- 
dest of the five children of 
George Howard Bottomley, a 
hard-working engineer with the 
firm of Houghton Butcher, and 
Alice, daughter of the post- 
master at Mount Pleasant, cen- 
tral London. He attended 
Gamuel Road Primary School, 
and Pretoria Avenue Boys’ 
School, in Walthamstow, where, 
he told me, he showed evi- 
dence of leadership by organis- 
ing a subscription list to give a 
farewell present of pipe and to- 
bacco pouch to a teacher who 
was retiring. Bottomley was for 
ever doing his colleagues good 
turns, which may be one of the 
reasons why his lack of guile was 
no great handicap in has politi- 
cal life. As Harold Wilson wrote 
in the preface of Bottomley’s au- 
tobiography, Commonwealth, 
Comrades and Friends ( 1986), he 
always believed the best of any- 
one with whom he bad to deal. 

At arty time in the last 50 years 
a boy of Bottomley’s intelligence 
and application would have 
gone to university and gained a 
good degree. “But my father saw 
no real necessity for further ed- 
ucation," Botlomley wrote. “He 
took the view that he had man- 


aged without education, and it 
was an unwarranted drain on 
our family resources for me to 
continue my education." 

. After a period as an office 
boy with a textile firm, Arthur 
got a job at the LMS repair 
workshops at Kentish Town, 
and joined the Walthamstow 
branch of the NUR. The 1926 
General Strike politicised him. 

Bottomley was one of many 
east London boys of his gener- 
ation to benefit from extension 
classes at Toynbee Hall, run by 
Dr William Milne-Bahey. first 
head of the TUC’s economic 
department Bottomley recalled 
attending the lectures of Nor- 
man Angell, George Bernard 
Shaw and Sidney Webb. 

Toynbee Hall was to be of 
crucial importance to Bottom- 
ley’s future for another reason. 
It brought him into contact 
with the local MP for Waltham- 
stow, Major dement Attlee. At- 
tlee was to be Bottomley’s 
patron, mentor, and, in an art- 
less, nice way, hero. No con- 
versation with Botlomley was 
complete without comment on 
“what Clem would have done". 

Attlee encouraged this work- 
ing-dass boy to stand - suc- 
cessfully -for the Walthamstow 
Borough Council at the age of 
22, in 1929, the beginning of a 
20-year relationship. Attlee was 
his referee in 1935 when Bot- 
tom! cy became London organ- 
iser of the National Union of 
Public Employees, a post which 
he was to occupy throughout the 
Second World War. and again 


from 1959 to 1962 when be was 
“out" of the House of Commons. 

Bottomley’s war was no less 
distinguished than those of his 
contemporaries for having been 
on the home front He was at 
the epicentre of the London 
blitz as Chairman of the Emer- 
gency Committee and Air Raid 
Precautions Controller. In 1941 
until the end of the war, he oc- 
cupied the post of Deputy Re- 
gional Commissioner for the 
South-East of England. 

In 1936, Bottomley married 
a Walthamstow teacher, Bessie 
Wiles, a woman of matching en- 
ergy for worthwhile works - 
child care, education, and 
health, for which she was ap- 
pointed DBE in 1970. 

In 1945 Bottomley was swept 



into the Commons as MP for 
Rochester and Chatham in the 
Labour landslide, defeating the 
sitting Qmservative.Capt Leon- 
ard Plugge. His strongest sup- 
porting speaker was Dame Sybil 
Thorndike, the daughter of a lo- 
cal clergyman, who called Bcrt- 
tomley “ray political godson". 

As soon as Bottomley’ s term 
as Mayor of Walthamstow was 
up, Attlee rewarded him in 1946 
with the post of Under-Secretary 
for the Dominions, having sent 
him on a fact-finding tour dur- 
ing which Nehru and Krishna 
Menon became Bottomley’s 
lifelong friends. 

Unhke many enthusiasts for 
the Commonwealth, Bottomley 
was also an enthusiast for Lhe 
Common Market. Having been 










•r, 


Bottomley with Harold Wilson leaving for talks with tan Smith, the 
Rhodesian Prime Minister, 1965 Photograph: Hutton Deutsch 


a member of the Consultative 
Assembly of the Council of 
Europe in 1952-54, he wrote in 
his pamphlet Why Britain 
Should Join the Common Mar- 
ket (1959); “No one in his eco- 
nomic senses would suggest 
that the vast and profitable 
Common Market within a short 
distance of the Port of London 
and other parts, could be ig- 
nored by British industry." 

When Labour returned to 
power in 1964, Wilson ap- 
pointed Botlomley Common- 
wealth Secretary. It was his 
misfortune that his period in of- 
fice was dominated by the seem- 
ingly intractable problem of 
Rhodesia, leading to Ian Smith’s 
illegal declaration of indepen- 
dence on 11 November 1965. 

Bottomley’s return to gov- 
ernment was inauspicious and 
unfortunate. Within a fortnight, 
he was in Lusaka for Zambia’s 
independence celebrations. He 
assumed that he could thereafter 
simply hop over to Salisbury, and 
visit Joshua Nkomo and the Rev 
Ndabaningi Si thole, leaders of 
the African Nationalists in 
Rhodesia, who were in prison. 
Alas, Smith was not having it 
Then, as a result of Smith’s vis- 
it to London for the funeral of 
Sir Winston Churchill, It was 
arranged that Botlomley and the 
Lord Chancellor - Gerald Gar- 
diner- should go to Rhodesia. 

While describing this visit 
Bottomley signed his death war- 
rant as a cabinet minister. It was 
a Friday morning - the tradi- 
tional time for the debate on the 


Foreign and Commonwealth 
section of the Queen’s speech. 
Up got Bottomley with his Boy 
Scoutish, how-can-any-of-you- 
doubt-rny-best-intentions style: 

When the Lord Chancellor and 1 first 
met the Rhodesian Cabinet we re- 
alised how fundamental were our dif- 
ferences. However, one thing that I 
did judge . . . was that Mr Smi th him- 
self stood out as a man of character 
and in tegrity .. .The Lord Chancellor 
and I set out on a tour to meet all 
shades of opinion and to get their 
views. We found that the chinches as 
a whole, business interests general- 
ly and some national and local lead- 
ers were opposed to an illegal 
declaration of independence. How- 
ever, we had, sadly, to recognise that 
the broad masses'of the people sup- 
ported the Rhodesia Front Govern- 
ment and the policy of a unilateral 
declaration of independence. 

In unison. Members present 
chimed, “The while people". 
Bottomley surged on. 

Yes, the while people. In the event, 
the Lord Chancellor and I made a 
favourable impression on the Euro- 
pean people in Rhodesia and I can see 
one or two Honourable Gentlemen 
opposite who have associations with 
Rhodesia and who have been kind 
enough to tell me that this was so. 
Suspicious Labour MPs snort- 
ed. They sniffed a “sell-out". 
Wilson winced. The feeling was 
born that Bottomley was loo 
naive to be the Labour cabinet 
minister dealing with Ian Smith. 

No MP eased out of office 
was less bitter than Bottomley. 
Ever constructive, he immersed 
himself in serious causes - the 
Select Committee on Race Re- 
lations and Immigration, the Se- 
lect Committee on Cyprus, the 


Commonwealth Ptirfiames 
Association, the British ! 
Forum, even the Admatzc; 
of the House of Comnwo 
Botlomley s most fating 
taph is a plea for loteraa 
his chapter “A Iifetimein 
itics" in his autobiography 
The Government has lo take in 
of the Opposition in framing a 
islation and the Opposition jfi 
vented from malting ; ff9£ 
ridiculous promises knotaagd 
some time it may be called qi 
govern. 1 1 was for'this reasosftJ 
ing the debate cm derohfliwi 
House of Commons I did not a 
ray own party. . . . I think that to 
main politicalparties are tote 
the growth of the Scottish ^ 
Party. In my view it is aganst.^ 
interests of the Scottish pai|* 
we should weaken the links bet 
English, Vfelsh and Scots. Itkai 
for the rest of the world. ’ . 

Our reputation Dor tokmncej 
humour and moral integrity isa 
specred and should not be«fcap 
in petty struggles for seffisfi into 


Arthur George Bottomkfib 
cum: bom London 7-F& 
1907; OBE 1911; MP (Id 
for Rochester and Choi 
1945-59, for MidtUesbmtiff 
1962-74, for JeesstdeMA 
brough 1974-83: PatScoM 
Under-Secretaty for the D6 
ions 1946-47: Secretary ofi 
seas Trade, Board of : 4 
1947-51; Secretary of SU 
Commonwealth Affairs l 
66; Minister for Overseas!} 
opment 1966-67; PC I 
created 1984 Baron Botta 
married 1936 Bessie Wiles; 
London 3 November 19SH 




BIRTHS 

CHJTNIS: To Paul and Tracey (pee 
Me Lough lint a daughter. Maric- 
Therese on 29 October. A sister for 
Jay Phut and Simon. 

MJsTkY: On 30 October 1995, to Jen- 
nifer ( net Tawvfll) and Harish. a son. 
Harry Nihil Thomas, a brother for 
Mayo. 

DEATHS 

COLSELL; Tragically on 1 November, 
BrenL EdwardTof Aidbourne. dearly 
loved husband of Emma and daddy 
of Tara. Memorial service on Tburv 
day 9 November ar St Michael's 
Church. Aidbourne. at 12.30pm. 
Family flowers only. 

SOTJELE: On 5 November 1995 at 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The PHb*« ofWafc*. on behalf ol The Once n. bokfc 
u tawsailan: jl Buckingham Pblocr. fas Lon- 
ikjfl Borough i4 Grumich: ami as Parian. Mat- 
aM*n Nunc ArkjL u-fll oliiaid a pecepum m aid 
of ibe Cancer Rube! Maanilbm Fnad’s Guv A^pci] 
al lhe Tm CT of Lmdrm. Lmdm EO. Tkt Frincm 
oftWei vims tbr Propu Rustams vie o (jvur- 
prath m Pbuoil Well Being, ipnn lhe Lnirrml 
Women's HofMijl. Crorn Street. Liverpool ood ru- 
bs Liverpool CoheJial Th* lYMoas Rural. Pi**- 


Women', Hofxijrf. Omen Sores. Liverpool and ru- 
bs Liverpool CoheJial Th* Frlaccm Rural Pie*- 
vlnti. Amoui Hcukli IhiiL anenJ, a o«qi nf Ihe 
Cornual nl Management. t-mwaJe. HnD. Kenani. 
Sul [oik; is rmUcol. Bid nh Knitting aril Lluthini 
E^m GwkA vrcu Daly 'baaspal Sumccv Brent 
tlORiLMkUekec and as LVJoneHn-Ctnel. Ibe Kill's 
Rural Hums, imrflds ihe Ottkers Dinner ai lhe 
Cornlrj and Ciunh Chib. London W 1 The flohc 
af GhW K i nrr . DepunCoioocI-in-OiicL ibe Ro*a\ 

Lognuc Corps, rbd* 23 Pioneer Rrjjnsisa.il Duraft 
Barracks. Bloater. OifatrisJMe. The Dneheu of 

Glwuls oilcnh a itirvc m Wcvunmster Mites 

in stark the 75 th anmrersanr of the jppaomncni 
of ita; be uaa maghixatcs and MI* mb a m- 
ceptKm en tMrumimter HaB. Lood-Si SWI: and u 
Pnmju. Njliiml Lbumg L*r*rr . attrmb lb* An 
mol Genoa! Vfeeuag at rhTqvn' flalL Lco&ai EG. 

Prince Mkba*l of Ko* pracnuibc 1 995 Structural 

Steel Don Aaanb at Ihe Saw* Hud. Linsdai 
WC1 

Changing of the Guard 

The ilMKbnU Crafts MuunoJ Rqamenl Drama 
Ik Queen', Lite finaid al HorveRnarffi 1 Ian. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


home m Whitehorse. Yukon. Sarah 
(o£e Fleming), aged 55. wife of Dr ft:- 
ler Steele, mother of Adam. Judith 
and Lucy and grandmother of Tim. 

WALKER: On 3 November 1995, after 
a short illness borne with great 
courage, John Charles Courtney. 
Lately Director of Music at East- 
bourne College. Very dear brother of 
Jennv and Liz. Funeral at Chichester 


Birthdays 

Mr Inn Raiding, racehorse trainer. 57; 
Mr John Barnes, footballer, 32; Sir 
John Egan, chief executive, BAA. 56; 
The Rev Professor Christopher 
Evans, New Testament scholar, 86; 
Dr Charles Goodson-Wickes ME 50; 
Dr Billy Graham, evangelist. 77: 
Mrs Luanda Green. Olympic horse- 
woman, 4! Lord Greenhili of Har- 
row, former head uf the Diplomatic 
Service, S3; Mr John Grieves, senior 
partner. Frcshficlds, 60; Admiral Sir 
Nicholas Hunt. Director-General. 
Chamber of Shipping. 65; Mr 
Michael Jackaman. chairman. Allied 
Domecq. 6th Dome Gwyneth Jones, 
soprano, 59: Mr Wolf Mankowrtz.au- 
tbor and playwright. 71; Miss Joni 
Mitchell, singer. 52; Miss Su Pollard, 
actress, 46; Miss Jean Shrimptoo. for- 
mer model, 53; Dame Joan Suther- 
land, soprano, 69; Mrs Helen 


Crematorium on Thursday 9 No- 
vember al 1 1 JOam. Memorial scorice 
at Eastbourne College on Thursday 
16 November at 6pm. RequUscai in 
Pace. 

WILLIAMS: Howard Griffith, HMI re- 
tired, died 19 October 1995. Friends 
and colleagues who wish to attend a 
memorial service to celebrate his 
life, laic Januarv 1996, please contact 
01707 261561.' 

IN MEMORIAM 

HARRIS / JACKSON: Pic Louis 
Harris and Pie Ernest Jackson, shot 
at dawn, 7 November 1918, four 
days before the Armistice. They were 
not cowards. 

Far Conor BIRTHS, MARRIAGES A 

DEATHS, please felepboae 0171-2SJ 20 IL 


Suzman, politician, 78; Dame Jean 
Taylor, former Chief Clerk, Office of 
the Private Secretary to the Queen, 
79: Sir Anthony Wheeler, former 
President. Royal Scottish Academy, 
76; Baroness White, former govern- 
ment minister. 86. 

Anniversaries 

Births; William Stukelcy, physician i 
and antiquaiy, 1687; Marie Curie, 
physicist, 1867; Leon Trotsky, Russ- 
ian Communisr leader, 1S79; Albert 
Camus, novelist and playwright. 
1913. Deaths: Sir Godfrey Kneller, 
painter. 1723; Cardinal John 
Heettan. Roman Catholic Aivh- 
bisbop of West mi ns icr. 1975; Steve 
McQueen, actor. 1980: Alexander 
Du bee k. statesman. 1992. Today is 
the Feast Day of St EngcBiert, St Flo- 
Tcutius of Strasbourg, St Hereu- 
I an us of Perugia and St Willibrcvd. 


Armed forces’ homosexual policy is not irrational I 


Regina v Secretary of State for 
Defence, ex parte Lustig-Prean 
and others; Court of Appeal 
ISir Thomas Bingham, Master of 
the Rolls, Lord Justice Henry 
and Lord Justice Thorpe) 

3 November 1995 

The Ministry of Defence's ab- 
solute ban oo homosexuals in 
the armed forces could not be 
stigmatised as irrational even 
when its interference with the 
human rights of those affected 
was taken into account The 
jurisdiction to decide whether 
the policy breached the Euro- 
pean Convention of Human 
Rights la; with the European 
Court of Human Rights at 
Strasbourg. The Equal Treat- 
ment Directive was directed to 
gender discrimination and not 
to discrimination qgainst sexual 
orientation. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed appeals by four appli- 
cants from the Queen’s Bench 
Divisional Conn’s decision 
(Law Report, 8 June) that the 
Ministry of Defence’s policy to 
discharge homosexuals from 
the armed forces was lawful. 

The existing policy that 
homosexual orientation should 


be an absolute bar to mem- 
bership of the aimed forces was 
upheld by House of Commons 
Select Committee in 1991. The 
ministry’s reasons for the pol- 
ity related to morale and unit 
effectiveness, the role of the ser- 
vices as guardian of recruits un- 
der IS and the requirement of 
communal living. The policy 
was currently under review. 

The applicants, three men 
and one woman, were dis- 
charged under the policy be- 
tween November 1994 and 
January 1995. They challenged 
the lawfulness of their dis- 
charge on the grounds that 
the policy was irrational and in 
breach of the right to respect 
for private life under article S 
of the European Convention on 
Human Rights and was con- 
trary to the Equal Treatment 
Directive 76/2A7/EEC. 

David Pannick QC and Peter Duffy 
(Butdmans); David Pannick QC and 

Ramby de Melio (Tyndallwoads. 
Birmingham): David Pannick QC 
ami John Bowen (fFansbrou&ts WU- 
tey Hargrave, Sheffield): Laura Cox 


LAW REPORT 

~ 1 ^ — 

7 November 1995 

QC, Jonathan Cooper and Stephanie 
Harrison ( Tyndallwoads, Birming- 
ham) for the applicants: Stephen 
Richards, James Eadie and Andrew 
Tabadmik (Treasury Sohdtor) for 
the Defence Secretary. 

Sir Thomas Bingham MR said 
that there had been a dis- 
cernible trend in the United 
Kingdom towards greater un- 
derstanding and greater toler- 
ance of homosexuals by 
heterosexuals. Outside the 
United Kingdom, opinion had 
not stood still. Very few Nato 
countries barred homosexuals 
from their armed forces. In 
1992-93, Australia, New 
Zealand and Canada relaxed 
their ban on homosexuals in 
their armed services. The pro- 
gressive development and re- 
finement of public and 
professional opinion at home 
and abroad was an important 
feature. A belief which repre- 
sented unquestioned ortho- 
doxy in year X might have 
become questionable by year Y 
and unsustainable by year Z. 


The lawfulness of the appli- 
cants' discharge fell to be 
judged as ar the end of 1994. 

. When judging whet her a de- 
cision was unreasonable in the 
sense that it was beyond the 
range of responses open to a 
reasonable decision-maker, the 
human rights context was im- 
portant. The test for irra- 
tionality was sufficiently flexible 
to cover all situations. The 
present cases concerned in- 
nale qualities of .a vety personal 
kind. The decisions had had a 
profound effect on the appli- 
cants careers and prospects. 
TJe applicants’ rights as human 
bemgs were veiy much in issue. 

al the conslitu tion- 

coun to regulate 
tire OTndtUons of service in the 
armed forces, nor had it the ex- 
pertise to do so. Bui it had the 
constitutional role and duty of 
ensuring that the rights ofdt- 

“*"”*■* abused by St e 
imlawfal exercise of executive 

power Whfle , he cou ™® 

SK yd 5f rt °theexpeS 

of responsible decision-S^ 


it must not shrink from itsJf .'f- . - 
damental duty to do right tflLj^' ' 

manner of people. ’ ' j_._, . / 

The existing policy - - 
not be stigmatised as irratioi^'V - 
al the time when the applied.’.^ , 
were discharged. It was sT'-V r..’ V 
ported by both Houses ofE^-V 1 . 
liament. The threshold! - 
irrationality was a to'gbonq-v ' 

was not crossed in this case: r-:' -," ' • • 
relevance of the Conventi' ’• 
was as background s the cd ' ^ . 
plaint about irrationafity.. - 

the European Court of Huaft ft- 
Rights. ... 

There was nothing m .^L - ~ 
Equal Treatment DirectijaV.:-- : 
which suggested that ffieprC - j.; -' - . 
Jems of discrimination' jv'X 
grounds of sexual orientals*] ;/ •- 
were addressed. It was direLj* ■ : . % 
ed to banning unacceptrff^'; . 
behaviour in the workpt® .. ; n. 
and not to regulating emdf 
ment policy in relation ' j’ ‘ 

ual orientation. The appe* * ' 
were dismissed. . :r r ^ 

Lord Justice Henry aL'j'-I. 
Lord Justice TTioil j:'.’ - 

concurred. . 

Ying Hni Taw, Barrisl * 
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Visitors per year: 

720.000 

Problems: '.oimsts m.d 
the i hg.-:c:s on in:s : c 
lowers ii:' ion- os ;n the 
cryot. casing the gro-.vtl*. 
of £ •i.;:!h:.:S wrch 
l:i5c;-.ens the marble. 
Local i s i si ry and oaf re 
create so'.og v.'h.c'n sissr.s 
the :.VJ ! !Ci::':£ vOiiO'.v 
Solution: remove heavy 
snciusirv lYon; he vicinity 


End of the road for a ‘national disgrace’ Just the ticket to avoid the crush 


O lowly but surely, the reali- 
Osation has dawned that 
Britain's greatest prehistoric 
monument is in a shameful 
state. Stonehenge is Banked 
by two busy A roads and an ugly 
concrete visitore' centre with 
sprawling car parks. It is, as the 
Commons Public Accounts 
Committee pointed out a few 
.wars ago, “a national disgrace". 

The shame is compounded by 
the realisation that there is an 
alternative. For two years the 
Government's conservation 
agency, English Heritage, and 
the National Trust have been 
presenting a vision in which the 
siones stand alone and unen- 
cumbered in a gently rolling 
chalk grassland, the A303 and 
.#14 and the visitor centre all 
closed and grassed over. 

For Stonehenge consists of 
more than a few rings of stones. 
It stands amid 10 square miles 
Of an officially designated World 
Heritage ate scattered with pre- 
historic features - the great 
avenue from the henge itself, 
the cinsus, tumuli and barrows. 

The opportunity to realise 
the vision exists because the 
Department of Transport 
already has plans for the A303, 
which links the M3 to the M5, 
Exeter and the West Country. 
The stretch running past Stone- 
henge is single carriageway, 
heavily congested and due to 
become much more so. If it 
needs widening, then why not 
divert it away from the stones 
at the same time? 

But as a special planning con- 
ference that began in Salisbury 
yesterday discovered, life is never 


that simple. Finding a route that 
satisfies focal and national inter- 
ests and which the Government 
judges to be affordable is prov- 
ing extremely difficult. 

The conservationists’ ideal - 
to run the A303 under the site 
through several miles of tunnel 
- is ruled out by costs of around 
half a billion pounds. Later this 
week English Heritage, which 
looks after the stones and runs 
the existing visitors' centre, will 
publish its own proposals for 
diverting the A303 around the 
north of Stonehenge. It advo- 
cates a short stretch of tunnel 
which would add about £30m to 
the cost and go under some of 
the most important archaeology. 


Local councils are more con- 
cerned about the impact of a 
diverted road on local villages. 
Both Wiltshire county council 
and the town council for nearby 
Axnesbtny told yesterday’s con- 
ference that they are opposed to 
all the proposed diversions of 
the A303. They want it 
upgraded along its present 
route, which nuts less than 200 
metres from the stones. 

The Department of Trans- 
port’s road building aim, the 
Highways Agency, did not put 
forward any tunnelling in its lat- 
est proposals for a northerly 
diversion of the A3Q3, launched 
in September, because they 
were “unaffordable”. 


Stonehenge by-pass proposals 
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This week's conference is 
intended to find areas of agree- 
ment between the different 
national and local interests 
involved. Meanwhile the formal 
statutory process of deciding 
how to upgrade the A303 lum- 
bers on. A public inquiry still 
has to be held. On past form it 
will take years for a final deci- 
sion to be made, but until it is, 
long-term plans for improving 
the public presentation of 
Stonehenge cannot be finalised. 

So English Heritage is trying 
its hardest to influence and 
quicken the process, working 
dosety with the National Trust, 
which owns most of the World 
Heritage site land around 
Stonehenge. They are deter- 
mined to realise their vision of 
an open prehistoric landscape 
in which the public may roam. 
The hope is that a way can be 
found to let far more people 
actually walk right among the 
stones - something that has 
been denied to the great 
majority of visitors for the past 
10 years because of fears of 
damage. 

The renaissance of Stone- 
beoge is a gigantic tourist project 
Payig visitor murf>ers, now run- 
ning at 700,000 a year, could rise 
to wsll over 1 million. An invest- 
ment of many tons of millions of 
pounds will be necessary, includ- 
ing a new visitors’ centre and a 
hotel some two miles away. 
I Jns ui pri m giy, Hn gjich Wgrilagp 
is drawing up a bid for lottery 
funding from the Millennium 
Commission. 


Nicholas Schoon numbers put 


A s an inquiry grapples with 
the issue of what to do 
with vehicle congestion around 
Stonehenge, one of Britain’s 
most popular ancient sites, the 
larger issue of how our heritage 
is to survive ever greater inun- 
dations of tourists becomes 
more and more pressing. 

Inundation is happening 
here and now. London has run 
out of hotel rooms, Heathrow 
has run out of tarmac, and the 
mainland Chinese haven't even 
started arriving yet. Consider 
the tens of thousands of Japan- 
ese who troop around Western 
capitals today. Think of the 
impact made already by Chi- 
nese from Hong Kong and Tai- 
wan, and by Koreans. Now 
multiply all that by 10; that 
gives some indication of the 
mighty dde of tourism we will 
face from mainland China 
alone by the early years of the 
next century. 

They will flock through 
Leicester Square and Pic- 
cadilly Circus, and the effect 
will be merely decorative. But 
they will also go to the 
National Gallery, the V&A. 
Stratford-on-Avon and Stone- 
henge. A minority - but a 
stunning number of people all 
the same - will go on to the 
Lake District, too. 

But this is not just a problem 
for the future. Under the press 
of numbers, many tourist expe- 
riences are already being 
destroyed. Everyone gets to 
see the picture, the monument, 
the palace - but no one gets to 
see it properly, and the sheer 
tne object in jeop- 


ardy. Everyone goes to Venice, 
but all you can think about 
while you are there are the 
jams of people seeing it with 
you. 

The result is the progressive 
closing-off of sensitive sites. No 
one today can climb the Tower 
of Pisa, walk among the 
columns of the Parthenon or the 
stones of Stonehenge, or 
explore freely the colleges of 
Oxford. Tb our children, such 
experiences will be as mythic 
and improbable as driving on 
traffic-free roads or looking 
round unlocked country 
churches. The danger is that 
more and more of the planet’s 
cherished places will suffer the 
same fate: disappearing under 
immense crowds, then being 
"rescued” with the result that 
no one is able to enjoy them at 
all 

Allowing the tourist market 
to take its course unimpeded 
makes no more sense than 
allowing loggers to have then- 
way in Amazonia. For any par- 
ticular monument, natural or 
man made, there is an opti- 
mum number of people who 


can enjoy it to the full at any 
given time. Mona Lisa, five; 
Stonehenge, 50; Venice, per- 
haps 10,000. The task ahead for 
those who administrate such 
places is devising ways that 
will permit access to the right 
sorts of numbers, so that each 
person who pays their entrance 
fee will do so confident that 
they will be able to enjoy it to 
the full, in the same way that 
they enjoy the theatre or cin- 
ema. confident of having a seat 
with a view. 

A pioneering way of regu- 
lating numbers was recently 
introduced by the National 
ThisL Faced with overwhelm- 
ing crowds at Uppark, its 17th 
century stately home near 
Chichester, which has experi- 
enced a surge of popularity 
since being rebuilt after a cat- 
astrophic fire, the trust insti- 
tuted a system of “time ticket- 
ing ”, where visitors must look 
around during the time speci- 
fied on their ticket. It is the 
first time such a scheme has 
been implemented on trust 
property, and it is proving a 
success. The inevitable wait is 


Top ten tourist attractions in Britain 


1 Blackpool Pleasure Beach - 7,200,000 (visits per year) 

2 British Museum, London - 5,896,692 

3 Strathclyde Country Park, Motherwell - 4,380,000 

4 National Gallery, London - 4,301,656 

5 Palace Pier, Brighton - 3,500,000 

6 Alton Towers, Staffordshire - 3,011,000 

7 Madame Tussaud’s, London - 2,631,538 

8 St Paul’s Cathedral, London - 2,600,000 

9 Funland and Laserbowl, Trocadero, London - 2,500,000 

10 Tower of London - 2,407,115 


richly compensated by the lux- 
ury of enjoying the house 
almost as if one lived in it. 

It is a form of rationing that 
is already widely employed ir 
the United States, and it i> 
likely to find increasing favour 
here, too. Ancient sites, will- 
their numinous atmosphere, &. 
easily spoiled by hordes o‘ 
people, are suitable cases foi 
treatment. Instead of keepint 
everyone at such a great dis- 
tance that they hardly feel thej 
have visited the place, as hap- 
pens at present at Stonehenge 
far smaller numbers arriving a: 
specific times might be allowec. 
to roam among the stones a. 1 
they did in the pasL 

The idea will be extended tc 
sites of outstanding natural 
beauty. The Lake District dis- 
appears under tens of thou- 
sands of pairs of boots - anc 
suffers disastrous erosion ai 
the same time. Some form of 
rationing will surely be 
adopted in the next few years 
We will grumble and moar 
about the restrictions, but 
once we arrive and taste the 
lonely beauty of the place, we 
will be won over. 

The challenge of Che future 
will be to allow all who want ii 
the most inlimate possible con- 
tact with our heritage, while 
making sure that future gen- 
erations will be able to enjoj 
it in the same way. Those twin 
goals will be impossible with- 
out a widespread and intelli- 
gently administered form ol 
time ticketing. 

Peter Popham 
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On Tuesday meh t my we noticed a sSen flurry 

junction of WhitehaB land road - a signal the division bell had 
of MPs and political ha ®j“.™“Shind us, flashing its lights. Wte turned round 
rung. Suddenly a car P U .^ ^P . oassenger seat, who was looking straight at us, 
M recognised the Sr out of the way. The ministerial car 
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saflv safled through the red hgbL m 
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moving cars whose right 1 
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minister’s actions were Iegm*Answ«’ 

Mfeorah- from Scodnd W, 10 
-Downing Street, the Decent 01 
.Transport, the Cabinet Qj jfcg 
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(downing Street, “when escort 

iS may 

Senior politician 

:• traflSc regulations- AU th # 
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i remains is for me ro ^ rri" 
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- politician himself: 

Jffear Chancellor, for a nasty shock. 

1 the actor Cohn # die 
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Barbara the 

•-^heredwhen first he P*** d never 
2-Party imitation last year- ^p j3 ins, 

'-if* the PM or his wife. he^P 

>4 Nonna is a member of 
. r^orothy L Sayers society "“J 
. therefore a fan of the sen* ■ ^ & 



Keep it legal* K ®* 1 

near Pfetherbridge kept pointing to a 
r'L. — *u- rrtantelniece. enunciating 



estabhsnmcui- ~ r ~. 

Sne minister we wffl Uke rt back, so 
^re expecting it back anymoment 

. frond on another bnadsheet wrote 
, nfe« about the homeless iKently 
recebed acail from a 

“ der. “M? 

the chap in the photogra ph, she 
was In the Coldstream 

if^wUHnz where this was leading, 
SK" said the reader “we’d like 

“OV* rep 1 ** 1 &,e!Hl * 

“ha« his number?^ 

„ fthurch’s most controversial 
|^"theRi Rev David Jenkins, the 


former Bishop of Durham, has been 
sparking controversy again. A I a 
conference held last week in St 
Mary’s Cathedral Glasgow, organised 
by the Anglican chaplaincy to toe 
universities. Dr Jenkins publicly 
supported toe principle of outing. 
Speaking alongside Peter TatcheU, 
leader of OutRagel, toe gay lobbyists, 
he said that in cases of hypocrisy 
"outing was a perfectly reasonable 
and understandable tactic ... people 
cannot expect to have their privacy 
respected if they invade the privacy of 
others.” He added that OutKage!, 
which recently came under criticism 
for attempting to ont the Bishop of 
London, who, in toe event chose to 
declare his sexuality a "grey area” 
anyway, ‘toad done an awful lot of 
good. The enforced hypocrisy about 
sexuality is one of toe most worrying 
things in the church.” 

Needless to say Bishop Jenkins, 
whose speech was met with gasps, is 
unlikely to find supporters in toe 
church. Whilst the Archdeacon of 
York commented “the name 
OutRagel speaks for itself -it is 
outrageous*, toe Chaplain to toe 
Bishop of Chester refrained from 
putting toe issue to toe bishop 
hims elf "The bishop,” he said, “has 
just had surgery. Somehow I doubt 
this will speed his recovery.” 

Waiters at a certain expensive seafood 
restaurant in Geneva are still 
recovering from the unprecedented 
actions in their premises last week of 
the former Communards singer and 
lan Hislop lookalike Jimmy 
SoneniDe. SometrilJe, who is a lapsed 
vegetarian, strode in and was 
apparently appalled by the Sight of 12 
lobsters sitting in a tank, waiting to be 
conked on tire shell, boiled and 
devoured by any customer who so 
wished. “X wOX pay for afi 12,” 
Somerrilk told the waiter; who looked 
taken aback, “but I do not want to eat 
them, I want you to take diem to toe 
fall* and set them free.” In vain, the 
waiters argued SomemBe was 
resolute. At a rest of over £1,000 he 
insisted that the lobsters be set free 


and the lobsters to toe fake. Whoosh.’ 
In they went and, alas, died instantly. 


Too late Mr Somerville and the waiters 
realised that they had overlooked one 
significant factor in their efforts to 
save the lobsters: toe water in the lake 
was fresh. 



Any lobster knows that, Jimmy 


Scottish pofitieft. normally so 
gentlemanly, is getting rather 
acrimonious in North East Fife. Adam 
Bruce, toe constituency’s Tbry 
prospective parliamentary candidate, 
last week pubfcsbed an open letter in 
the Scottish press to Menzies 
Campbell the sitting Lib Dem MP, 
challenging him (o clarify his position 
on lottery scratchcartis, on account of 
the British Legion’s current use of 
them to boost funds. Bruce claims the 
Liberal Democrats called lottery 
scratchcartis ‘'evil and addictive” and 
asks Campbell if “the public should be 
discouraged from supporting the 
British Legion’s campaign”, Campbell 
has replied publicly saying that the Lib 
Dems never said scratch cards were 
“evfl and addictive” and the British 
Legion needs to raise more funds 
pradsely because the lottery has denied 
Us habitual supply. Privately he is less 
equanimous: “It’s a damn stupid 
letter,” he fumed from Westminster. 

My spies in Scotland, however, have 
explained toe real reason behind this 
petty war. Bruce and Campbell go 
back a long way. Their families are 
great friends. But at a political 
function recently Campbell 54, caused 
Bruce, 29, huge embarrassment. "Ooh 
Adam,” jibed Campbell in front of 
everybody “Last time I saw you, you 
were in short trousers.” 
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if yon air planning a break for 
later in the year then call 

0990 543 543 

for die latest copy of the White 
Hart Leisure Breaks 
brochure. When booking please 
quote the following booking 
reference PIND7 (aD calls charged 
at local rates) or contact your local 
travel agate. White Hart Holds 
accept aD major oedit cards. 

Up to 2 (hndrea «nd«r iGsteyFREi ubnteutega raomatlil orJadsta. Mnfc peradidtbnd onZpsxsBshiring i twin or double nan or.ly, 
Single ocasanqfb only raildfc bungle RBn&sutitB to BBltHity. Qildm^ nahduigedss Blau. Under neit FREE. All prkes are indusRolVAT. 


Even if you cannot get away for a longer break 
White Hart Hotels offer a range of one and two night 
Leisure Breaks sriD at a great value for money price, 
if you need to get away now call ns on 
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Israel’s comfort 
in time of grief 


E ven in iheir grief, the people of Israel 
must have drawn solace from the 
extraordinary scenes at Yitzhak Rabin's 
funeral. Leaders of the world’s most 
powerful nations and of countries once 
ranked among Israel's fiercest enemies 
came to (he disputed city of Jerusalem ai 
a moment's notice to mourn the assassi- 
nated premier. 

This diplomatic solidarity is the promise 
that survives the murder of a distin- 
guished leader. Internal divisions and 
hatred may have spawned Mr Rabin's 
killer, but the principal threat to Israel has 
always been the hostility' of its neighbours. 
Judging by yesterday's events, that dan- 
ger has receded. 

The eulogy given by King Hussein of 
Jordan illustrated most vividly the oppor- 
tunity that now exists for Israel to live 
peacefully with at least some Arab nations. 
Here is a man who led his people into 
three Arab- Israeli ware. For him the loss 
of Jerusalem to Israeli occupation in the 
1 Six-Day War remains deeply painful. 

Yet he stood in that city yesterday, elo- 
quent in his grieving and full of praise for 
his former foe's courage and vision. 

Likewise Hosni Mubarak, the Egyptian 
presidenL was prompted by Mr Rabin's 
death to take another step toward nor- 
malising relations with his neighbour. This 
was the first visit by an Egyptian head of 
state since his predecessor .Anwar Sadat 
was assassinated after making peace with 
the Jewish slate. He praised Mr Rabin for 
tackling “the most delicate and compli- 
cated aspect of Middle East peace, which 
is the Palestinian issue". 

In all of this, one sensed the mutual 
empathy of that small band of people 
whose political profile makes them poten- 
tial targets of the assassin. President 
Mubarak has been the subject of numer- 
ous death plots. King Hussein's life is 
under constant threat. President Clinton 


spoke of America's losses: from Abraham 
Lincoln to John F Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King. 

Other leaders will also recognise the 
problem with which Israel must now 
struggle: the emergence of an enemy 
within, a faction rooted in the state's own 
founding ideals, but distorted to the point 
of savagety. There is in Israel's loss of 
innocence an echo from the United States 
after the Oklahoma bombing by right-wing 
extremists. Similarly the waning attractions 
of Arab nationalism have left Egypt prey 
to Islamic militancy and division. 

But the breadth of goodwill displayed 
towards Israel yesterday arises directly 
from the changes that Mr Rabin pio- 
neered. He set aside the belligerence 
that had threatened to alienate even 
Israel's friends; his reward is that his 
country is stronger as a resulL He has 
pointed the way forward for his succes- 
sor, Shimon Peres. 

As (he visionary behind Israel’s peace 
policy. Mr Peres ’will have no difficulty 
knowing his goaL His problem is that his 
reputation as a Labour Party dove may 
make it harder for him to forge support 
in Israel for the difficult steps ahead: 
negotiating withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, settling Jerusalem's status and 
making peace with Syria and Lebanon. 
Without the same level of public trust as 
Mr Rabin, he will probably have to 
tread more warily than even his cautious 
predecessor. The assassination of Mr 
Rabin has. however, raised doubts 
among voters about the far right and its 
links to the mainstream Likud Party, thus 
perhaps increasing the left's freedom of 
manoeuvre. 

From the shared grief of this funeral to 
a shared peace and economic prosperity 
will involve another long and turbulent 
march. Yitzhak Rabin's legacy is that his 
countrymen have been shown the way. 


Did the police put 
the Boots in? 


W hat are we to make of the story 
about the newsreader Julia Somer- 
ville and her family snapshots? Not hav- 
ing seen the pictures, none of us can judge 
whether the Boots lab technician was right 
to raise his doubts about them. The idea 
of Boots the Chemist as guardian of the 
nation’s morals may not be very appeal- 
ing, but where someone handling a set of 
photographs suspects he is looking at evi- 
dence of a crime, then it must be right that 
those concerns be reported to the police. 
The matter would be beyond argument if 
photographs suggested evidence of a 
murder. 

But what cannot be right is that having 
reported a suspicion, the matter is 
splashed ail over the papers the next day. 
Who couldn’t resist letting the tabloids 
know: the police? Someone at Boots? 

Whoever it was. the upshot is that Ms 
Somerville and her partner have their lives 
(railed through the press and. worst of afl, 
a seven-year-old girl, who would have the 
right to remain unidentified if she were 
the subjecL of a court action, finds herself 
front-page news. 

The official police story- is that they 
behaved impeccably, refusing to confirm 
or deny what was happening and remind- 
ing each journalist of their responsibility 
to avoid printing anything that would iden- 


tify the child. But identifying the child in 
this case was not illegal, although the Press 
Complaints Commission code of practice 
forbids the identification of anyone below 
the age of 16 in cases involving sex 

This is not the first time that the prime 
suspects for informing the press have been 
police officers. The exchange of infor- 
mation between police officers and news- 
paper reporters is part of the way both 
trades work. No. one who knows either 
world doubts that in some instances, 
money changes hands. 

There is no evidence that this is what 
happened in the Somerville case, but the 
circumstances suggest that the Metro- 
politan Police should not be satisfied with 
a cursory denial. It is a disciplinary 
offence for police officers to “without 
proper authority communicate to any per- 
son any information which he has in his 
possession as a member of the police 
force*’. It is up to the Met to eliminate 
their own officers from the inquiry in a 
more convincing style. 

Only by cracking down and making it 
clear that such breaches of discipline are 
not to be tolerated will the police reassure 
us that this will not happen again. Mean- 
while, on the home front, it looks as if the 
newspapers have found another loophole 
in their own industry's code of practice. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


King Arthur Pendragon 


The true spirit of the stones 


W ith English Heritage doing ail it can 
to turn Stonehenge into a third- 
rate theme park w-ith a visitors' centre, 
cafe and all the other franchises and mar- 
keting practices that this entails, perhaps 
it is time to return to the true spirit of 
the place. 

Scholars will argue over who built it and 
when- whether it was the proto-Druids or 
members of a very different faith, but one 
thing remains certain - it was people of 
great faith who erected the mighty stones. 
The logistics of such an operation, trans- 
porting the stones over such great dis- 
tances through the many domains of dif- 
ferent tribal chieftains and peoples, would 
have needed enormous diplomatic skills 
and co-operation. The fact that it is still 
a place of reverence to certain beliefs 
shows an unequalled continuity of faith 
in what was once and still could be the Isle 
of the Mighty. 

Stonehenge was never a centre of com- 
merce but of spirituality. The need for a 
visitors’ centre has been brought about in 
recent times by the way English Heritage 
has marketed it so aggressively both at 
home and abroad. Many people will 
remember when Stonehenge meant little 
more than a few ancient stones standing 
in the middle of Salisbury plain. It should 
have been left like that. 

In recent times it has changed from a 
place of spirit to a place of confrontation 
over freedom of access for religious 
observances at the solstices and 
equinoxes. 


While so much has been said about 
returning Stonehenge to its natural envi- 
ronment. I sec nothing natural about fran- 
chising out catering to multinational 
hamburger companies or tunnelling 
under the stones. Nor is it natural to sur- 
round it with fences and security. A far 
more natural environment would be to 
return it to the people, which works so 
well at nearby Avebury. 

Stonehenge is still regarded by people 
of many different faiths as a place of wor- 
ship and of spirit. You cannot, nor 
should you wish to, put a price on spir- 
ituality. Stonehenge was designed as a 
meeting place for like-minded people at 
the four calendar events, a great seasonal 
clock and a place to celebrate the 
changes in the year. 

We should not look to Stonehenge and 
ihink we can make it more attractive so 
that wc can make more money out of it. 
but we should think how it could enrich 
our lives spiritually. 

Once we have done this we will see 
what is best for the stones, and be able to 
continue in the spirit of those who first 
conceived of and erected them. 

As someone who cares about spiritu- 
ality, I am obviously disheartened at any 
proposals that put profit above sacred and 
religious observances. 

The writer is the Honoured Pendragon of 
the Glastonbury Order of Druids and the 
Official Swardbearer of die Secular Order 
o f Druids. 
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Who does the 
public trust? 

From Mr Robert M. Worcester 
Sir: Stephen Ward's interesting 
“Judges vs the Government” 
(News Analysis, 3 November) 
cites judges against politicians on 
seven criteria: selflessness, 
integrity, objectivity, account- 
ability, openness, honesty and 
leadership. His conclusion is that 
judges score 3S (out of 70!) 
against politicians’ 30. but the 
public see it somewhat differently. 

When asked how the two sides 
compare on veracity, telling us 
whether they generally trust them 
to tell the truth or not, we find 
judges six times more trusted 
than government ministers, 68 
per cent to 11 per cent and five 
times more misted than politi- 
cians generally ( 14 per cent). 

In comparing trust in them 
over the decade, judges have 
tumbled nine points, from 77 per 
cent in 1983 lo 68 per cent last 
year in a MORI survey for the 
Times. By contrast, politicians 
have fallen ISper cent to 14 per 
cent but then judges had further 
to fall. In percentage terms, 

1 there has been a 12 per cent 
drop in trust in judges while 
politicians generally have fallen 
22 per cent. 

But then, journalists have 
taken the biggest fall of all some 
47 per cent. Nineteen per cent of 
the public trusted journalists to 
tell the truth in 1983 but it was 
only 10 per cent in our most 
recent measure. 

Respectfully. 

Robert Worcester 
Chairman 

MORI: Market & Opinion 
Research International 
London, SW1 
6 November 

Little choice on 
nursery vouchers 

From Councillor Lord Tape 
Sic. Edward Lister (“Choice 
begins in the nursery**, 3 Novem- 
ber) proves that the’ language of 
Wandsworth council is indeed 
unique. His vision of lots of 
happy parents shopping around 
with their nursery vouchers until 
they have found exactly the right 
nursery schools for their children 
is unlikely to be the result of the 
Government's latest experiment 
with our children's education. 

The more likely outcome is 
that those parents who can afford 
the higher costs of private nurs- 
ery provision will receive a sub- 
sidy for their fees, while less 
well-off parents will have to 
watch their local authority nurs- 
eries being closed as the Gov- 
ernment withdraws funding from 
council budgets to pay for this 
scheme. Parents arc also likely to 
find that their £1,100 vouchers 
form only a contribution to 
higher nursery fees. 

All but four local education 
authorities, including those run 
by Tories, are currently express- 
ing choice - the choice to have 
nothing to do with this impracti- 
cal scheme. They arc choosing 
instead lo continue providing 
what is really wanted by parents, 
high-quality, low-cosi nurserv 
provision for all. 

Tours sincerely. 

Graham Tope 
Leader of Sutton Council 
Sutton, Surrey 
3 November 

The writer is Liberal Democrat 
education spokesperson in the 
House of Lords. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Israel: torn apart by two forms of terrorism Hunting for 

_ _ .. _ _ . a consensus 


From Mr Oliver Knmm 
Sir: Your comparison of Yitzhak 
Rabin (leading article, 6 Novem- 
ber) to the late Egyptian presi- 
I dent Anwar Sadat is tnapL Sadat 
was indeed, like Rabin, a brave 
man murdered by religious fanat- 
ics, but he deployed his courage 
in order to gain land -the 90 per 
cent of the territories occupied by 
Israel after the Six-Day War 
which were returned to Egypt 
under the Camp David accord. 
Rabin's courage was of a differ- 
ent quality and a higher order, for 
it led to Israel’s relinquishing ter- 
ritory in the hope of diminishing 
the threat to its security. I share 
your wish that such a course 
should succeed, but deprecate 
your reluctance to acknowledge 
the awesome risks that Israel 
runs in pursuing iL 
That the official opposition in 
what is a thriving - if not espe- 
cially genteel - democracy 
should take the view that Israel’s 
security, indeed its very exis- 
tence, depends not on territor- 
ial concessions but on ensuring 
that external aggression is 
deterred and internal subversion 
defeated is neither surprising 
nor reprehensible. Your impli- 
cation that, in expounding that 
view, Likud has elided the dis- 
tinction between democratic pol- 
itics and murderous bigotry is 
neither a fitting tribute to the 
memoty of Yitzhak Rabin nor a 
credit to the reputation of a lib- 
eral newspaper. 

Yours faithfully. 

Oliver Kamm 
Bath 

6 November 


Calm advice 
from Scotland 

From Mr Stephen J. Brand 
Sir: Polly Toynbee (“Lord 
Mackay's well-intentioned 
fiasco". 25 October) suras up 
I well the concern for the Lord 
Chancellor’s proposals creating a 
two-tier system in divorce law. 

1 The worry is that the Lord Chan- 
i eellor is putting too much faith in 
mediation and punishing those 
that don’t use mediation by 
potentially withdrawing legal aid. 
Mediation is a very valuable alter- 
native, but it is exactly that, an 
alternative route to resolving 
conflict. It is not a substitute. 
Mediation should be encouraged 
and promoted but it should be 
run in conjunction with court- 
based remedies and certainly not 
in place of it. 

In Scotland we have a unique 
opportunity to show the way for- 
ward. In Calm (Comprehensive ( 
Accredited Lawyer Mediators), ] 
we have a group of specialised 
family lawyers who have been 
accredited by the Scottish Law | 
Society as family mediators. The}' 
hove been trained in mediation 


From Mr Sluiikh Mohammad 
Sir. Your coverage (6 November) 
of the tragedy of Yitzhak Rabin’s 
assassination contrasts with your 
coverage of other such tragedies 
in that there is no mention of reli- 
gious terrorism. By contrast, you 
wrote without a shred of proof 
regarding the Oklahoma bombing 
that “circumstantial evidence 
points to an Islamic terrorist 
group”. This change is welcome, 
and 1 hope that every tragedy will 
be reported fairly and not used as 
a vehicle to condemn, or to cre- 
ate hysteria against, any religion. 

For too long, in Israel, terror- 
ism by certain sections, including 
the state security apparatus, has 
been tolerated and encouraged. 
There are many such practices 
which are abhorrent to decency. 
For instance, it is government 
policy to inflict collective punish- 
ment including the demolition of 
houses. 

For a start, I hope the Israeli 
government will put an immedi- 
ate stop to all actions that amount 
to state terrorism. Then we will 
be able lo hope that peace in the 
region wifi prevail. Terrorism by 
individuals, groups or even states 
should not be tolerated. 

Yours faithfully. 

Shaikh Mohommad 
Croydon. Surrey 
6 November 

From Mr Charles Hughes 
Sin Robert Fisk is quite right: 
there always has been a terrorist 
streak in Israeli society (“Arabs 
who want peace say Israel must 
face its own fundamentalists", 6 
November). In 1944, while 

Food and caring 
come on wheels 

From Mrs P. J. Litheriand 
Sir As a volunteer for meals-on- 
wheels services I welcome pub- 
licity, especially as 1 know every 
effort is made to improve the ser- 
vice (“The fast lane beckons for 
meals on wheels”, 2 November). 

I have been driving for MOW for 
a number of years and I object to 
Jacquic Clavey describing the hot 
meals as “leathery beef and 
stewed vegetables". This week I 
delivered a choice of ham in pars- 
ley sauce or chicken and mush- 
room pie. and we always cater for 
diabetics and vegetarians. 

As for the elderly being afraid 
to complain - that is nonsense. If 
they have a complaint they cer- 
tainly voice it; we note it and if 
appropriate act on it. We also 
receive lots of gratitude and 
thanks. 

Yours faithfully, 

P. J. Litheriand 
Wallasey, Merseyside 
3 November 


Britain was still engaged in a 
bloody war agains t Nazi Ger- 
many. a British minister of state 
was murdered by Jewish terror- 
ists. Yet senior members of the 
terrorist organisation (Lehi) have 
risen lo hi gh positions in the 
Israeli govemmenL the bodies of 
bis murderers are now' buried in 
a national shrine and a special 
issue of postage stamps was 
issued in Lheir honour. 

Until Israel and Western coun- 
tries. particularly the United 
States, recognise this aspect of 
extreme Zionism, there is little 
hope of achieving a peace that 
wfll be acceptable to the major- 
ity of Jewish Israelis and Arab 
Palestinians. 

Yours faithfully, 

Charles Hughes 
Felixstowe. Suffolk 
6 November 

From Mr Arthur Freeman 
Sir: Deborah Pritchett and 
Jonathan Regal, writing about 
(he assassination of the Prime 
Minister of Israel (Letters, 6 
November), claim that a Jew 
who acts against his own laws in 
this way must be “a Jew who has 
no religion". On the contrary. 
Yigal Amir is a religious Jew who 
says he acted on the orders of 
God; whereas Yitzhak Rabin, 
like Theodore Herd himself, was 
a secular Jew who had no reli- 
gion. Anyway, there are plenty of 
murders in Jewish scripture and 
Jewish history. 

Yours faithfully, 

Arthur Freeman 
London, El 
6 November 


Front Mr D. J. Bell 
Sir: Your correspondent has 
missed half the point of meals on 
wheels. Until recently, following 
a stroke, my mother received 
the excellent meals-on-wheels 
service of the London borough of 
Haringey. For me the huge 
advantage of this was that every 
day, seven days a week, someone 
called on her and knew that she 
was all right. As well as prorid- 
ing this check, for many elderly 
recipients the daily call is the onfy 
human contact which they have 
on many days: it is only a fleet- 
ing contacL but none the less 
valuable. 

I am all in favour of improving 
the quality of the meais pro- 
vided, but moving to a system 
that does away with the daily call 
is not “moving into the fast lane”. 
It represents a large backward 
step m community care of the 
elderly. I would call it “reversing 
into a cul-de-sac”. 

Yours faithfully, 

D. J. Bell i 

Siandun, Hertfordshire 
4 November 


hove been trained in mediation Origins of the IEA 


techniques to provide an all- 
issues (financial and children) 
mediation service. In addition, 
the Scottish Legal Aid Board 
will fund mediation, so it is avail- 
able lo all parties. 

People therefore have the ben- 
efit of both approaches and can 
chose which route is suitable for 
them. Let us hope the Lord 
Chancellor looks over his shoul- 
der to see that Scotland is show- 
ing the way forward. 

Yours faithfully, 

Stephen J. Brand 
Press Officer 
Calm 

B roughly Ferry, Tayside 
1 November 


From Ms Linda Whetstone 
Sir Your report “Any ideas to 
spare?" (9 October) states that the 
Institute of Economic Affairs was 
founded in 1 957 by Arthur Seldon 
and Lord Hams of High Cross. In 
fact, it was founded on 9 Novem- 
ber 1953. by Antony Fisher, with 
Ralph Hams joining it in 1957. 
You also claim that it was 
"financed by millions made from 
battery chickens by .Antony 
Fisher". In fact, his busines’s 
invoked chickens kept on deep lit- 


ter rather than in battery ran^ 
and he neither made “millions" 
not left them to the IEA. 

After founding the EEA, Sir 
Antony s financial role, in the 
early years, was the crucial one of 
guarantor to the fledgling institute 
the initial success of which limited’ 
demands upon him to a few thou- 
sands of pounds a year. He was 
chairman until his death, in 1988 
when he left a modest estate, 
none of which went to the IF A ’ 
Yours sincerely, 

Linda Whetstone 
H airfield, Sussex. 


From Lord Mancroft "Jwl 
Sir: In his letter of 3 NoyenU* " " 
Elliot Money's contributing) 
die hunting debate are so ld 
and transparent that 
invite questions as to lpsaT—- 
abilify to be Labouris spcie^Ml - - 
son on animal welfare, dn ira ■ • 
policy where a serioasappfu - ' 
and the search for ceases "■ 
brings immediate benefits, ! 
where controversy and am --- 
have no place. t ” .. 4 

However, his commefflsit Ttf-" 
ing to the Wild ManHnafc{P 
tection) Bill need-aaswefi - 
Having languished in theft™ 
of Commons foralniosU 
months, while neither^ " - ' 
McFall, the Bill’s spori»r,fl 
Elliot Morley himself aide) -- ' 
attempt to reach agreeraeS»i •• - 
the Bill’s opponents, dump 
were finally agreed in theksti * 
hours before the Bill wnt iut u - 
committee, without thebiafti ~ 
legal advice, in a baphazariai r: 
unsatisfactory way. r : 

Thus when the Bill arrived 

the House of Lords, althw# - 
received unanimous support 
principle, all those who spd . 
including the BiD's sponsor, Lt !><_ ; 
Nicol, and Labour's front-ha 
spokesperson. Lady MaSak £•:* 
agreed that it would need s . 
stantiai amendment in ortte „• w 
render it remotely workable. 

Amendments were cons 
quently agreed by all parti - 
concerned, which were 1 pass - 
unanimously at committee^) - . . 
The Bill then had an imopwa . 
report and third reading, « 
today returns, vastly impttw . . ’ 
to the House of Cbnurioi > ' 
exactly 15 days after it read „■ ... 
the Lords. 

Again the Lords has dew . 
strated that common sense aji . 
desire to reach consensus: seft.' ' ~ 
animal welfare infinitely bet. 1 ' 
than Mr Morley’s high -hand w • 
and aggressive tactics. ’ 

Yours sincerely, 

Mancroft . 

House of lairds • ‘ - V’ 

London, SW 1 
3 November 


Share of the vot< 

From Mr David Guinness 
Sir Tony Blair should tread *' . 
ily over the railway sell-off.. »\- 
vatisation schemes have a ' -r.-- 
den purpose. They widen'-:'., 
ownership of shares and, at. - 
f oll owing general election, ■ • 
front the shareholders wif - 
new prospect: if the Cense -*■ 
lives don’t wm, their shares 
go down. . * - 

The 1992 election iUustc- - • 

this. Polling day was on 9A ' ' 

On I Aprfl the opinion 

jected a seven-point 'Cafcjfii^frTw 
lead. The following 
FTSE-100 dropped 54 
and 10 million private sti ^ 
holders were given the un^a’r - Z 
biguous message “a Labour v » *. •' 
lory means a drop in the priu ‘ * 

my shares". This influencec^^ 

reS xi t °f the election. • 

No doubt buyers of 


Letters should be addressed to Utters (o the Editor, and include a 
daytime telephone number. Jifiuc 0171-293 2056: e-mail: letters^) 
mdepcndent.co.'ik) Letters may be edited for length and clarity; 


snares before f- - 
election. So what will new Lai v 
do to reassure these indi "" 
about the value of their 
after polling day? 

Yours sincerely, 

David Guinness 
Stroud, 

Gloucestershire 
2 November 
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1 Where is Ulster^ Yitzhak Rabin? 

»• : 

I' • ^ n ^ 56 ® ou ^ Africa and Palestine, Northern Ireland lacks leaders who dare to push for peace 


T hree gaps in the cloud ih 

^°?^ D lfr- of 8 Un -siIcnce have f'^ e ‘^fundanieniaLbii.s a generation 
£*“*£? Nfeties diplomacy- die ‘hirsty for peace. In Northern Ireland. 
SoofliAfncan breakthrough- the Mi 1 T h< ^ cconom y dependent on out- 
JeEast peace process, and the NnrtiT S,de something similar has hap- 
em Irish peace -t- . ' Parted; Ulster is nm immnnr in ihr- 


V 

~4 

•M 


; : ■ ™ **»« process. Togethe 

sum op many of our hows for a 

{ . better, post-tribal world pesrora 

.^Tbfc age. of political heroism is not 

Bn ^ and Irish leaders 
!- .*»tuni from paying tribute to an aSLJ 

:C \ : in Is ra ei.Tfc 

V dweUmg on the lessons of these 
^teee attempts at reconciliation. 

share striking similarities In 
1&S? Ae conflict caused by 

W&ES3F*' °r rfo 2 

ffi^advmced people into a less devel- 
f^ped qnc- The arrivals of the modem 
Bc * r cof onists, and 

* .^otcutsm planters in 
CSmc hundreds of years apart 

? '^^?S < K ere vialent disembarka- 

* m °? ern among agrarian, 
- iradibona] societies, whose conse- 


— - „ IU , aumcming simitar has hap- L / j. 

pened; Ulster is not immune to the L* .-vjW 

■tSP* bacillus of relativism. i. VCS^ . jfj 

The other examples remind us that A 

the path to peace is a dangerous and ^ 

violent one. Nccldacing. shootings, 
punishment beatings, the splintering 
on of extremists and. yes, assassin a- 
tto^. may all happen on the way - vet T 

without closing the way. Peacemaking I f Adams WaSIl t hated, 

JS disorienting and uncomfortable. 

Murderers are released. Former ler- he WOUldn t be WOrth 
ronsts swagger and preen. 

More widely, moving from para- trying to negotiate With 
notd, divided societies to calm democ- 


ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of the Year 


If Adams wasn’t hated, 
he wouldn’t be worth 


quences heavily mark the world u^C ™iy-matrers but must be slowly 

tf-V&eh of .Sinco^ e t ^modbywholesocie.i.s.-n.q.drop 


racies is a rugged process. The high 
levels of violent crime in Johannes- 
burg. the militancy throughout Pales- 
tine and the gangsterism of Belfast are 
reminders that civic order and demo- 
cratic restraint cannot be declared by 
treaty-makers but must be slowly 


, -i 01 incoming groups saw 

■ aftemsefves. and in many" cases still see 
s, as a people chosen by 
fuaJh- as well as morally and 
ically superior to the sur- 
Arabs. Africans or Irish, 
rang peoples were seen, by 
as vicious, superstitious. 
>rthy. Thev responded bv 
jtnrning, eventually, to rebellion. 

Yet in no case have the rebels 
Zwon". Change also came from inside 
the three mind-laagers. None proved 
impermeable to modem liberalism 
ana rationalism. The pariah-status of 
apartheid South Africa became intol- 
erable for white voters. Israel depen- 
dent on US aid. has produced, along- 


slow on troubled times. 

These are lessons about how change 
happens; they are an antidote to 
panic. But ominously for Northern Ire- 
land. there are differences loo. For in 
the Middle East and South Africa, the 
drive towards peace needed great 
men. Individuals mattered - at this 
point in the story, we shut Hegel and 
reach for the Carly le. 

South Africa would now be a blood- 
soaked arena for race war, and Pales- 
tine would be in continued revolt, had 
not leaders arisen on both sides who 
were hardliners, who then changed 
their minds. To accomplish change 
they needed to be trusted by their own 
people - big people, revered people. 


Mandela had this trust because of his 
years in confinement; de Klerk had 
been a hard man of apartheid himself: 
Rabin was the young Haganah fighter 
and the military leader of the Six -Day- 
War: Arafat was Palestine's icon 
through years of exile and terror. 

Northern Ireland, by contrast, has a 
number of competing leaders on each 
side. Were there an historic handshake 
of the White House lawn variety, 
which Titans would be involved? The 
truth is that neither Northern nation- 
alism nor Unionism has thrown up a 
single peacemaker with the internal 
authority or status of the South 
Africans or Middle-Easterners. 

It may be painful to say so, but Sinn 
Fein is nearer. Gerry Adams, as a sus- 
pected young Provo commander and 
then an IRA apologist, has the first 
qualification; he is trusted by most of 
his people. That he is so haled by the 
other people merely makes the point; 
if he wasn't hated, he wouldn't be 


worth i tying to negotiate with. Adams, 
though, is still only part of the jumble 
of pan-nationalism; when he speaks 
strategically, it is as half of that orac- 
ular hybrid known as Hume-Adams. 

On the Unionist side, the division of 
the main parties, and the split between 
parliamentarians and local militants 
has likewise, prevented any single 
strong leader emerging. It is possible 
that David Trimble may come through 
ns the voice that Ulster Unionism both 
trusts and can .unite around: his energy 
and ability to play different audiences 
is promising. A man being courted by 
President Clinton, who can yei set the 
crowds roaring at Poriadown could yet 
be one half of the handshake. 

He wouldn't like the implication. 
Not veL anyway. Bui the more Trim- 
ble advances, the belter for the peace 
process. Unionism needs its de Klerk 
or Rabin. That Unionist politicians are 
so concerned about the possibility of 
assussi nation doesn't make that any 
easier to say today, but it remains true. 
One of Ihe problems of peace pro- 
cesses is Ihat politicians, as distinct 
from their followers, are put at more 
risk. They have enemies behind them 
as well as in front. 

Given that Northern Ireland lacks 
the two misled and strong leaden that 
the Middle East and South African 
processes had. it is still utterly depen- 
dent on outside help - though here 
"outside'’ is a relative term, since i 1 
includes both London and Dublin. 
The worrying thing is that today it is 
the governments as well as the local 
parlies who arc frustrated and mutu- 
ally uncomprehending 

The British government, having 
offered a new set of “twin-track' talks 
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A handful of Tory MPs must not be allowed to scuttle reform of divorce laws, says Teresa Gorman 

No backbenchers in the bedroom 


■< jl npbe man in the middle of Ihe mud- 
.. r. A die over marriage. Lord Mackav. 
A is the most unlikely man in the whole 
. of the Cabinet to be accused of trendy 
•t. . liberalism. Approachable and without 
, 1 . - an ounce of pomposity, he is taking 
■j, the flack in the media for undermin- 
ing family values. 

The Family Homes and Domestic 
Violence Bill has been in the pipeline 
- since 1992. It has been through all its 
* government stages except the final one 
• . in the-Conunons and it has the sup- 
port of many church leaders, the Law 

Society and charities such as Refuge 
th# deal with the victims of domestic 
violence. It is difficult to decide 
whether the Government climb-down 
: is -the result of a handful of back- 
benchers or whether it is a panic reac- 
... ' .tioa to a newspaper campaign in the 
run-up to a general election. Either 
way, the Government would do well 


The Government would 
7 ‘ do well to stick to its 
j! . guns and support the 
Lord Chancellor 


. to slick 10 its guns and support the 
; Lord Chancellor. , . t 

But vou onlv need a tiny handful ot 
i*: backwoods backbenchers to turn a 
® newspaper campaign into an alleged 
r- . r attack on the foundations of our «xt- 
v : etv. Several of those who charged off 
fc* .10 vent their spleen on the 1 Lord 

Chancellor admitted privately that 
key had never heard of thc Fam^j 
.. Homes and Domestic Violence BiU 
i until they picked up their cofjrof^e 
. Daily Mail last Monday 
: now we have ditched a Bill designed 

“prmeci all children and women 
from violence that takes place in the 
home. They will have to wan a 
little 'longer before they get the pro 
lection of the law. 

, DespUe claims to 

,, ItmdvUalivcalbciich^^On^ 

i SScAc as family 

rs5S,s=r--®- 

Sr&!3£<22e£SSZ 

^ We obtain a divorce 



marriage are protected under current 
matrimonial law, there is no such 
protection for couples who are living 
together. A family may be ill-equipped 
to provide proper nurturing, and the 
emotional problems that merge into 
conflict and unfulfilled expectations 
are the staple diet of counsellors and 
therapists. Communication is a big 
problem, as Relate has pointed out 
ume and time again. The miracle is 
that despite its highly charged atmos- 
phere so many families manage to 
survive, a remarkable tribute to the 
endurance of the institution. 

Behind closed doors these families 
can be the cosy support units of the 
telly ads, safe havens and refuges 
from ihe world. But they also breed 
the very violence from which they are 
supposed to protect their members. 
A high percentage of violent crimes 


against children, wives and the 
elderly are committed within the 
family circle. 

The Family Homes and Domestic 
Violence Bill would have provided 
for the first time a uniform code of 
remedies for victims of violence in 
the home. 

In a formal marriage, a woman's 
property rights are clearly protected 
by, among other things, the Married 
Women's Property Art. But where she 
is cohabiting and she is neither the 
tenant nor the owner her rights are 
almost non-existent. 

The whole area is a minefield, mak- 
ing h difficult for lawyers to advise 
women on how to protect themselves 
or go about re-establishing their rights 
to use the family home and care for 
their children. 

Lord Mackay presides over one of 


the largest spending departments in 
the Government. A good Scot, in a 
tight spending round, he has found a 
way Lo save the pennies through the 
humane and admirable device of sim- 
plifying the way people can separate 
when their relationship is dead. If he 
has a weakness in the murky world of 
politics, it is that be is not a street- 
lighter. All the more reason to protect 
him from a handbagging by a handful 
of MPS who see him as condoning Jiv- 
ing in sin and the Bill as a “Fornica- 
tors’ Charter”. 

The law has ihe right 10 expect both 
partners to accept the obligations of 
the relationship and equal responsi- 
bility in safeguarding the future of any 
children. But apart from that we 
should keep politics out of it and stop 
pretending that we can return lo some 
imaginary Utopia. 


A fifth of the legal aid budget is 
spent on settling the break-up of rela- 
tionships made more messy by our 
refusal to acknowledge that marriages 
can and do go Irretrievably wrong. The 
cost is rising alarmingly -in 1990 it was 
£87m - by 1995 it bad spiralled to 
£296m. and it is still rising. 

The second proposal from Lord 
Mackay to simplify divorce is long 
overdue. Where a marriage is dead 
it is best buried with as little ani- 
mosity and grief as possible. Under 
his proposals, instead of alleging 
misconduct and ratting up old griev- 
ances. either partner could file for 
divorce. A year would go by during 
which the couple could seek media- 
tion and sort out their responsibili- 
ties, hopefully without resort to the 
courts. At present, they must go 
through an acrimonious row in front 
of a judge, fighting over the custody 

Where a marriage is 
dead it is best buried 
with as little animosity 
and grief as possible 


of the children, the family home, 
pension rights and property, rubbing 
salt into the wound. 

The state should not try to force 
couples who have attempted a rela- 
tionship and failed lo resort to vio- 
lence and abuse, real or manufactured, 
in order to resolve their difficulties. 

The Government has a duty to 
protect people from violent behaviour 
inside or outside of their domestic 
arrangements. But it should not 
increase the sum total of human mis- 
ery in the vain hope that a patched- 
up relationship will somehow be bet- 
ter for society. 

Marriage or living together or 
divorce are all private matters between 
two individuals and certainly, where 
there are do children, they should be 
able lo end the arrangement with the 
minimum of interference from the 
state. I would infinite fy rather trust two 
adults to sort out their problem than 
have a group of backwoods MPS 
imposing their views on how the rest 
of us should live our lives. 

Lord Mackay is bringing the law 
into line with reality. He is honest and 
decent and he should be supported. 
We should not try to use the courts to 
put the clock back. 

The writer is Conservative MP for 
BiBericav. 
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Good evening 
I am the news 


designed to put the issue of Ihe dm >m- 
missioning of arms into abeyance while 
progress is made on other questions, is 
irritated that neither the Insh govern- 
ment nor Sinn Fein is moving. They, in 
their turn, see the British as' threaten- 
ing the peace process by refusing to 
countenance direct all-party talks until 
weapons arc handed over by the IRA. 

Various chess-movcs involving pris- 
oners. remission, ihe withdrawal of 
another British regiment and so on 
have occurred as both sides try to 
demonstrate their flexibility before 
President Clinton arrives lo visit both 
the South and the North of Ireland 
later this month. Bui neither John 
Major nor John Bruton in Dublin has 
been prepared to put new pressure on 
the Unionists or Sinn Fein over the 
central question of weapons. 

If they will not, they need to ask 
themselves whether it isn't time to pass 
the initiative hack to the local parlies. 
For there is one final lesson from the 
other laager-communities, and it is 
this. Such a weight of history, such 
hatred bred in the bone, cannot be 
broken except by leaders who are pre- 
pared. again and again, to dare, to 
push things until they are regarded as 
traitors by their own hardest -line sup- 
porters. It is this acceleration that 
Northern Ireland, caught between 
different powers and parties, has 
lacked over the past months. 

No leader who has stood before that 
solitary coffin on Mount Herzl can 
doubt the dangers of peacemaking, of 
keeping the pressure on when reason I 
says, relax. But Rabin died a hero in 
a world which is, just maybe, losing its 
love of thugs. He knew what he was 
doing. We need a man like him. 


N obodv ever thinks that tele- 
vision newsreaders will get 

into trouble, so when they do, 
who can they turn to? To Auntie 
News, of course, ourveryown 7V 
Newsreader Agony Aunt! AU 
wurs. Auntie ... 

What should a newsreader 
do when he or she is reading 
out an item about himself or 
herself? For instance, if Trevor 
McDonald is appointed to 
head a unit dedicated to 
improving the standard of Eng- 
lish. or Julia Somerville is ques- 
tioned about the photographs 
she sends to Boots the 
Chemist, how should he or she 
deal with the item reporting 
that tact? 

In other words, should Tre- 
vor McDonald, all straight- 
faced. say: "The ITN news- 
reader Trevor McDonald was 
today appointed to be head of 
a unit dedicated lo improving 
the standard of English.” and 
thus talk about himself in the 
third person, which seems 
oddly po-faced? Or should he 
simplv say, “I was ludu} 
appointed to be head of a new 
unit dedicated to improving 
the standard of spoken Eng- 
lish." which seems a little too 
much on the chatty side? And 
which might be confttsing lo 
people who are watching the 
news for the first time and 
have no idea who Trevor 
McDonald is? 

Should he perhaps haw tried 
to mix the two approaches, 
conventional and personal, as 
in: “The ITN newsreader Tre- 
vor McDonald was today 
appointed to be head of a unit 
dedicated to improving the 
standard of English. When he 
was asked to comment on his 
appointment. 1 said that I was 
very happy to be involved with 
the venture”? 

Or would this lead to further 
complications, as in: “The ITN 
newsreader Trevor McDonald 
was today appointed to be head 
of a unit dedicated to improv- 
ing the standard of English. 
When he was asked to com- 
ment on his appointment. I 
said that 1 was veiy happy to be 
involved with the venture. 
Later, facing criticism that a 
head of a new unit dedicated lo 
improving English shouldn't 
change subject in mid-senicnce. 

1 said that Trevor McDonald 
was very sorry"? Should that 
Iasi sentence end “I said that I 
was very sorry. Incidentally. I 
am Ttevor McDonald"? 

And if 1 am Julia Somerville, 
should I say: “Today 1 was 
reported as being hugely indig- 
nant with police reports that I 
am involved in child porno- 
graphy, and the reports are 
spot on - 1 am steaming with 
indignation’" 

Auntie News writes: This is a 
difficult siutation. Luckily, there 
is a plain remedy tv hand. You 
get the other newsreader 10 read 
out the item! 

That is the whole point of hav- 


ing iwo newsreaders in a nm? 
studio. It isn V to even our gen- 
der or race representation, 
although you might think so 
from looking at our screens - the 
whole point is that if anything 
should happen to one vf the 
readers, the other one can take 
over. If one of them falls Hi or 
something, and is incapable of 
reading, the other one can cam- 
on immediately. 

Well I think appearing 01 a 
news item comes under this 
heading. If one of the newsread- 
ers is mentioned in an item, the 
other should read it. 

Yes, but that in turn raises 
ibe question of how the other 
newsreader behaves during the 
reading of the item. 

I mean, its all very well say- 
ing you just read out the item, 
but if you were Trevor McDon- 
ald and someone next lo you 
was telling the nation that you 
had just txreu appointed head 
of a new language unit, you 
can't pretend you're not listen- 
ing. cun you? Do you look 



MILES KINGTON 


'pleased? Or indifferent? Do 
you wave your hand in rec- 
ognition al your adoring view- 
ers? Should the other news- 
reader ask for an immediate 
interview? 

And if you are Julia Somer- 
ville. and the item about your 
bathlime photos is big enough 
to make the news, then 
shouldn't you be asked on air 
for your reactions? After all, it 
isn’t often that a news item 
involves someone who is actu- 
ally present in the studio when 
it is being read out. is it? 

Or is Julia Somerville the 
newsreader a different person, 
in an existentialist sense, from 
Julia Somerville the subject of 
a news item? Isn't it rather 
Brechtian for a person to read 
out a news item about herself 
as if she were someone else? 

Auntie News writes: No. I 
think it 5 more Stoppardian than 
anything. 

If you are one of a pair of 
newsreaders and the other one 
collapses, and you have lo do 
it all yourself, should you men- 
tion (heir collapse as a news 
item? 

Auntie News writes: No. Only 
if the other one dies on air. It's 
only a newsreader, after all 

What can you do to prevent 
people at Boots the Chemist 
reporting your innocent baih- 
lime photos to the police? 

Auntie News m rites: Easy. 
Aiwa}? wear a mask in the 
bath. 
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MARKET SUMMARY 


STOCK MARKETS 




RSEIOO 3514,8 +14.4 +0.4 

FTSE2S0 3887.7 + 14 0 +0.4 

FTSE350 1749.7 +7.0 +0.4 

FTSmaBCap 1937.3 -Z0 -0-1 

FT AB-Share 172B.3 +6.3 +0.4 

New Yttlf 4823.0 -2-5 -0.1 

Tokyo 18037.0 +81 +0-1 

Hong Kong 9736.1 -119.7 -13 

Frantfwl 2166.B -15J9 -0.7 

Paris 1B22.G -9.5 -0.5 

Moan 9256.0 -80.0 -1.0 
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OTHER INDICATORS 


Tatertq Bar 1 ! eke Italpt 

M BrentS 16 49 -S0.14 18.00 RPI 

Gold S 382.25 -S0.25 364.00 GDP 

GoldE 241.93 -£0.57 238.78 Bass 
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IN BRIEF 


Kerrison quits troubled Hickson 

Dennis Kerrison has quit as chief executive of Hickson 
International, the Yorkshire chemicals group whose profits tum- 
bled after last year's derision by Uoilever to cancel the contract 
for the detergent additive alleged to rot dothing. Hickson yesterday 
issued a profits warning, omission of the final dividend and Mr 
Kerrison's departure. Mr Kerrison could be in line for com- 
pensation of up to £360,000 but chairman James Harm cautioned 
yesterday that the details were still being negotiated. 

Investment column, page 22 

Tokyo minister backs Daiwa merger 

The fate of Daiwa Bank was all but sealed yesterday as the Japan- 
ese government imposed further penalties and controls, and the 
country's Finance Minister, Masayoshi Takemura, said he sup- 
ported a merger of Daiwa and Sumitomo Bank. After the US 
authorities ordered Daiwa to dose its American operations for 
covering up Sl.lbn worth of bond trading losses, the Bank of ; 
Japan said it will conduct monthly inspections of Daiwa’s op- j 
e rations, and the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications said 
that it would cease entrusting Daiwa with the management of 
new savings and insurance funds. ! 

Sun Alliance moves into France 

Sun Alliance, one of the UK's largest insurers, yesterday sig- 
nalled its European ambitions by buying Teliit, a French tele- 
phone-based insurance firm. The purchase of Teliit, designed 
to spearhead its drive into the French direct market, comes as 
Sun Alliance faces the loss of £200m in annual insurance pre- 
miums from Halifax Building Society. Halifax said yesterday that 
it would be setting up its own insurance operation next year. 

PIA members eye mortgage products 

Consumer members of the Personal Investment Authority, the 
financial services watchdog, called for mortgage advice to be added 
to the activities already supervised by the Authority. The call, 
contained in the regulator’s consumer panel report yesterday, 
follows a critical report from the OFT on mortgage repayment 
products. The consumer panel also called for joint leaflets from 
the PIA and the OFT on how to choose a mortgage. 

Harrison in timber talks 

Harrisons & Cros field is in talks to sell its K&B Forest Prod- 
ucts arm to Meyer International. K&B Forest Products, which 
imports timber and sells iL on to distributors, has sales of about 
I £64 m a year, compared with overall turnover of £2.1 bn for Har- 
risons and £13 bn for Meyer. 

| MP attacks Homepride takeover 

The £58.6m acquisition of Dalgety’s Homepride by Campbell 
Soup of the US was described yesterday as driven by the need 
“to destroy competitive production capacity” by the Labour MP 
Dale Campbeli-Savouis. He described Homepride, which has 
a factory in his constituency, as being a “jewel in Dalgety’s crown, 
making a profit of £4m on a turnover of £28m in this last year”. 

Financial data 

Data transmission problems led to share prices being given 
incorrectly in Saturday’s Independent. We apologise for any 
inconvenience. 


MPs want rethink on Banks role 
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JOHN EiSEN HAMMER 
and DAVID HELLIER 

The Bank of England’s power- 
ful position as supervisor of the 
banking sector is to be dealt a 
serious blow today as senior 
MPs call for a full-scale review 
by the Treasury in the wake of 
the Barings scandal 
The all-parly report on the fu- 
ture of financial services regu- 
lation in Britain officially rases 
for the first time the prospect of 
the Bank being stripped of its 
supervisory role. “It is not an in- 
conceivable development that 
there oouM ultimately be a free- 
standing prudential supervisor of 
bonks and buOding societies un- 
der the aegis of the Treasury,” 
said a source on the Treasury and 
Civil Service Committee^ which 
published the report 
The MPs 1 committee, chaired 
by Sir Thomas Arnold, has 
stopped short of recommending 
an immediate hiving off of the 
Bank’s supervisory powers, but 
the fact that the majority of 
Conservative as well as Labour 
MPS voiced their concern so 
strongly about the Bank's ef- 


All-party report raises the prospect of a new body taking over supervision 


fectiveness will increase pres- 
sure on Eddie George, the 
Governor. The Bank of Eng- 
land has fought an intense lob- 
bying battle m recent years to 
defend its role as lead supervi- 
sor of the banking sector, along- 
side its other key responsibility 
for monetary policy. 

The. MPs say the Bank’s ef- 
fectiveness as a supervisor has 
been called into question by the 
recent collapses of BCCI and 
Barings. Committee sources said 


although the language of the re- 
port was relatively restrained and 
ft stopped short of calling for the 
removal of supervisory powers 
now, there had been a passion- 
ate debate which split the 11- 
strong group of MPS. 

Some of the Labour members 
wanted to call for a radical erver- 
haul of finance! regulation in the 
CSty, farouring the concentration 
of regulatory powers - current- 
ly split among various bodies on 
industry fines - mto one powediul 


overall body more akin to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Com- 
mission in the US. This body 
could be based on the Securities 
ainl Investment Board, headed 
■ by Andrew Large. 

The MPs expect they will 

make further comments on the 
issue when they have finished 
their inquiries into the collapse 
ofBarings- The Board of Bank- 
ing Supervision's report on Bar- 
ings. was. highly critical of 
weaknesses in supervision by the 


Bank of England. In particular, 
it questioned whether the Bank 
possessed the required level of 
expertise and practitioner- 
awareness to supervise ade- 
quately such sophisticated and 
rapidly growing areas as the 


The Treasury, which has been 
asked by the parliamentary 
committee to review the Bank 
of England’s role, is believed to 
be increasingly in favour of a 
thoro ugh reshaping of supervi- 





se! for a supervisory shake-up: (left to right) George Staple, Sir Thomas Arnold , Andrew Large and Eddie George 


sion and regulation, which 

Secretary to the Treasury, re- 
cently said the Government 
was unwflting to embrnk on suen 
difficult and contentious legis- 
lation this side of an election. 
Bui there is a growing view tlmt, 
whichever party forms the next 
government, there will a push 
to consolidate supervision* 

need to look at the fi- 
nancial services sector as -.the 
fixms look at themselves - as if® 

tegrated businesses,” a com- - 
mfttee source said. “With the 
market rapidly going this way, 
it makes little sense for regula- 
tors to work along fragmented 
lines that are increasingly out- 
moded” 

Other City institutions come 
in for criticism from the com- 
mittee, including the Serious 
Ffaud Office. Its director. 
George Staple, was criticised for 
an alleged bungling of the trial 
of Roger Levitt, the financier, 
whose light sentence shocked 
the nation. 
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Power games: Americans lock out rivals with big offer for Rec as ailing retail units are sold to conglomerate 

Hanson 
buys 

store chain 


£L6bn US 

bid for 
Seeboard 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The US power company Cen- 
tral and South West Corpora- 
tion yesterday launched an 
agreed £Lfibn Wd for Seeboard 
and snapped up 23.9 per cent 
of the shares in the market 

The price was the highest so 
far for a regional electricity 
company ana was regarded as 
a lockout of potential rivals. 

The rivals indude Houston 
Industries, whose senior execu- 
tives are booked into a Loudon 
hotel later this week to resume 
their quest to buy a regional 
electricity company. Houston 
was CSW’s partner in a £1.8bu 
bid for Norweb, which was lost 
to North West \N&ter. The two 
American firms have since de- 


With only five of the region- 
al electricity companies left-in- 
cluding Northern, whose 
bidder, Trafalgar House , with- 
drew - the number of available 
targets is shrinking rapidly. 

The share prices of South 
Wales, Yorkshire, London, East 
Midlands and Northern all rose 
sharply as the City looked for- 
ward to the next phase of the 
takeover spree. With nearly a 
quarter of Seeboard snapped up 
by CSW’s broker, UBS, there 
seemed tittle prospect of a 
counter-bid for the latest target 

CSW and Houston are un- 
likely to be blocked by a mo- 
nopolies reference, following 
clearance earlier this autumn of 
the bid for South Western by 
Southern Group of the US. 


Sir Keith Stuart, the £70,000- 
a-vear non-executive chairman 
of Seeboard, is to leave after the 
takeover without compensa- 
tion, bonus or share option 
profits, underlining the robust 
stance he has taken on pay in 
the electricity utilities. 

He attacked id public the de- 
cision of National Grid directors 
to take up a special dividend 
when the company is floated 
next month. Seeboard owns 
73 per cent of National Grid. 

The executive board members 
of Seeboard, who have no bonus 
scheme, are nevertheless set to 
make profits of £l-5m before tax 
on their share options - al- 
though this is relatively modest 
set against the rewards available 
to some of the other 1 1 region- 
al electricity company boards. 

The highest option profits will 
be made by Jim Ellis, the chief 
executive, who is to become 
chairman and stay on to run 
Seeboard for the Americans. 

His options are showing a pre- 
tax profit of £550,000, while 
those of Stephen Gutteridge 
are worth £495,000 in pre-tax 
profit. Tony Smith has made 
£214,000 and John Weight 
£226£)00. The executive directors 
are remaining on board so will 
not be receiving any compensa- 
tion other than option profits as 
a result of the takeover 

Tom Shockley, president and 
chief executive of CSW, said: 
“We are proud of the price we 
have been able to offer. It’s a 
high price compared to the 
sector. These companies aren’t 
all the same. We have done a 



High-powered: Seeboard 's chief executive Jim Ellis (right) and chairman Sir Keith Stuart 


great deal of careful evaluation.” 
Sir Keith said Seeboard was 
the best-rated electricity com- 
pany with an excellent track 
record in creating value for 
shareholders. The bid price of 
635p a share is the equivalent of 
1270p after adjusting for a pre- 
vious two-for-one scrip issue, well 
ahead of the price of any rival. 
Last night’s close was 628p. 


Mr Shockley said Seeboard 
would keep its name and con- 
tinue to develop its existing 
strategy, which includes a move 
into gas supply in partnership 
with Amoco. There are also 
plans to invest more in elec- 
tricity generation. There are to 
be no additional job losses, be- 
yond those already built into the 
current three-year strategy. 


Mr Shockley would not rule 
out a bid for another British 
electricity company buL said it 
was not part of current plans. 

It also emerged that Scottish 
Hydro-Electric, the generator, 
is assessing the possibiliiy of 
buying a power supply business 
from one of the regional elec- 
tricity companies. 

Comment, page 21 


NIGEL COPE 

Hanson, the industrial con- 
glomerate, made a surprise 
move on to the high street yes- 
terday when it acquired the loss- 
making Powerhouse chain of 
electrical stores. 

Hanson already owned ^ 
36 per cent stake in POwerhousJR 
through its acquisition of East- 
ern Electricity in September. 
Yesterday it bought the re- 
mainder from Us two joint-ven- 
ture partners. Midlands and 
Southern Electricity. 

Though the price was not dis- 
closed, it is thought that Han- 
son may have been paid to take 
the chain off its partners' hands. 
Powerhouse has proved a dis- 
astrous experiment by its three 
owners, losing £7m lad year and 
£5m in the previous year. 

Eastern, Southern and Mid- 
land have already made £I40m 
of provisions to cover the costs 
of the disposal. The chain was 
put up for sale in May. 

Hanson said yesterday: “This 
is not the start of a Hanson re- 
tail arm. It is simply a manage- 
ment exercise.’’ 

It is thought that Hanson has 
taken control of the stores to re- 
duce losses and sell them on at 
a profit The company declined 
to comment on possible store 
closures and redundancies 
ahead of a strategic review. 

Powerhouse has 320 stores, 
most of which are loss-making 
high street sites. The company 
has been struggling against 
fierce competition from rivals jfe' 
such as Dixons and Comet. ™ 
Most of the regional electrici- 
ty companies have now sold 
their retail operations, with 
only Norweb and Scottish Pow- 
er still expanding. 
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Record-breaking BA breaks $4bn sales barrier -»*' nes - 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

British Airways chairman Sir 
Cblin Marshall said yesterday 
that a number of US airlines 
were lining up to join the com- 
pany in a strategic tie-up. Talks 
with the airlines, which he re- 
fused to name, could start if BA 
is forced to sell its stake its 25 
per cent stake in USAir, its cur- 
rent partner in the important 
north American market 


British Airways maintained 
that its favoured partner in Ihe 
US was still USAir, which 
swung into the black in the three 
months to September after re- 
cent heavy losses, but the com- 
pany conceded that a mooted 
takeover bid for the airline by 
either United Airlines or Amer- 
ican Airlines could mean it had 
to rethink its strategy. 

Sir Colin was speaking as 
British Airways announced 
record profits for the second 


quarter of £295m, up 12 per 
cenL During the half year to 
September, sales exceeded £4bn 
for the first time, planes were 
on average more Lhan three 
quarters full - the load factor 
reached a record 76.9 per cent 
- and pre-tax profits jumped 23 
per cent to £4 30m. 

Robert Ayling, who takes 
over as chief executive in Jan- 
uary, dismissed the importance 
of falling yields, the widely used 
measure of revenue received 


per passenger kilometre flown. 
These continued to fall thanks 
to competition and an increase 
in the proportion of long haul 
flights which cost passengers less 
per kilometre but arc more 
profitable for airlines to oper- 
ate than short flights. 

Following the results, analysts 
upgraded their expectations for 
the full year. BA is now ex- 
pected to make profits of about 
£580m in the full year to next 
March. Despite the higher pro- 


jections, the shares, which have 
almost quadrupled in value 
over the past five years, closed 
Sp lower at 466p. 

Mr Ayling admitted that the 
Eurostar train services between 
London and Pam and Brussels, 
had hit existing air services. Pas- 
senger volumes on the Raris 
route fell 13 per cent in the first 
half, although British Airways 
maintained its 45 percent share 
of the air traffic market to the 
French capital 


Mr Ayling confirmed BAs vi- 
sion of being “the best managed 
company in Britain” by the 
year 2000. He has staked his rep- 
utation as chief executive on the 
success of a management im- 
provement programme tagged 
Leadership 2000. 

Earnings per share increased 
^ per cent to 33.8p (27.2p) and 
the interim dividend, with a 
scrip alternative, is 10 per cent 
higher at 335p (3.5p). 

Investment cotanm, page 22 


John Cahill, former 
BAe chiefj dies at 65 


Wall Street clinches $16bn deals 


John Cahill, former chief exec- 
utive of BTR and executive 
chairman of British Aerospace 
died on Saturday at his borne in 
Rhode Island. USA. He was 65 
and had been suffering from 
cancer. 

He hit the headlines with 
stories about the $4.7m he re- 
ceived in BAe share options 
when he left the company in 
1994 and the accompanying 
outcry overshadowed an out- 
standing career. 

In three years as chief exec- 
utive of BTR Mr Cahill lifted 
sales from £3.9bo to £6.7bn 
and pre-tax profits from £49 lm 
to £945m over the same period. 
At BAe he was widely credited 


with steering - 

the group ^ V . 

from near- 

bankruptcy Mjm ^55* W 
towards ren- S| w 

cial health. % * 

BAe’s share 
price, which L__ 
had fallen to Ca hlfl: architect 
lOOp imme- of BTRs growth 
diately after 

his appointment in 1992, 
climbed to over 500p by the 
time he left in April 1994. 

He oversaw the sale of Rover 
to BMW and was the driving 
force behind the £lbn write-off 
relating to BAe’s regional jets 
business - a corporate record. 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

I Mergers worth more lhan 
$16bn were announced on \\&11 
Street yesterday in four separate 
deals, led by First Bank System's 
agreed $10.3bn link-up with 
First Interstate Bancorp to cre- 
ate the US’s ninth largest bank. 

American retail banks are 
currently undergoing massive 
nation-wide rationalisation. First 
Interstate rejected Wills Fargo’s 
hostile Slfrlbn bid launched 
last month and began searching 
for a white knight. Ernst Bank 
System of Minneapolis came in 
with an offer of 2.6 shares of its 
stock for each share of Los An- 
geles-hased First Interstate. The 


two banks expect cost savings of 
S500m a year. 

In the second biggest deal an- 
nounced yesterday Interna- 
tional Paper agreed to purchase 
Federal Paper Board for 
&L59bn in cash and stock. In- 
ternational Paper, (he world’s 
largest forest-products compa- 
ny, will pay $55 a share in cash 
or stock for each Federal Paper 
share. Including debt, the ac- 
quisition is valued at $3 _5bn, the 
companies said. 

Federal's bleached paper- 
board products, used to make 
drinks cartons and frozen-food 
boxes, will fit with Internation- 
al Paper’s own packaging prod- 
ucts. the companies said. 

“Merging this outstanding 


forest products company will 
help us enhance our position as 
one of the industry's most effi- 
cient producers,” said the In- 
ternational Paper chair man and 
chief executive John A Georges. 

The third of yesterday's deals 
involved a hostile bid for 
Cordis, a Miami-based maker of 
medical devices, from Johnson 
& Johnson. 

Cordis yesterday agreed to 
accept Sl.Sbn in stock after 
Johnson & Johnson - the New 
Jersey-based health care prod- 
ucts company - increased its 
original bid by 13 per cenL 

J&J said that it had received 
a request for additional infor- 
mation from the Federal Hade 
Commission about the pro- 
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There is a sense 
r.Vof inevitability, 
vei^boredom, 
;..iitthe markets 
endgame 
^.Irltfie electricity 
^ restructijring 
s played out 1 


A pricey benchmark in the electricity sell-off 


Central South West has set a new bench- 
^>marlc in bidding £12.70 a share for See- 

22 ?' ?hi a f ai, ? st £9 - 65 Paid by SEI for 

tak ’* e rirsl of die present wave of 
£uk £\ vt F even Lhe auction-inflated 
wth , * orth Wesl Water bid for Nor- 
^decd. You don’t have 
die explanation. And no, 
* have much to do with Seeboard’s 
uniquely attractive qualities, even accepting 
it has any. Rather it is in Central South Wst's 
Qe "rnyoation to succeed. 

i V l/ 5g faiJed ™ conjunction with Hous- 
d'duslncs to acquire Norweb, Central 
■ J?£ sl . was not going to be outgunned 
again, with just five regional elect ri city com* 
unaccounted for, the slock of avail- 
able bndes is getting low. In its determina- 
uon to pull. Central South West seems 
prepared to overpay, the more so since its 
erstwhile partner, Houston, was said to be 
JJP 1 Pursuit of the same gal. The lessons 
have P ,aillJ y been learned; with 
UBfi> m place of Cazenove, CSW moved into 
uie market to make sure of its prize by snap- 
ping up 23.9 per ccm of the shares. 

Disappointed for a second lime, Houston 
now has an effective choice of only three - 
East Midlands, Yorkshire and London. The 
other two are thought to have made them- 
selves sufficiently unattractive to deter even 
the most desperate of American suitors. You 
never know, however. The list of targets is 
now so short that even Northern - the out- 
sider of the industry since it took on huge 


debts to ward off a bid from Trafalgar House 
- may be back on the list of bid candidates. 

Of the others left in the game. Yorkshire 
and Swalec, the South Wales company, are 
top of most peoples’ lists for a bid. London 
last week ruled out a merger with Thames 
Vfeler, but is by no means out of the picture. 
Easi Midlands is available at the right price, 
though (hat may well be too expensive for 
some bidders' taste. The problem with 
Northern is judging what bid premium to pay 
for such a highly geared company. 

There is now a sense of inevitability, even 
boredom, in the markets as the endgame in 
the electricity restructuring is played oul 
Even the Labour Party was unable to work 
itself up into a lather about it yesterday. The 
unspoken Government policy is to allow the 
electricity industry restructuring proceed to 
its logical conclusion. Three bids - the lat- 
est one. National Power for Southern and 
PowcrGen for Midlands - have yet to be 
cleared by Ian Lang, President of the Board 
ofTtede, but it is hard to sec him doing any- 
thing other than waving them through. 

There can be no case for sending the Sec- 
board bid to the Monopolies Commission 
since it is a cartoon copy of the offer for South 
Western by Southern Group of the US. 
which Mr Lang has already cleared. The 
approval of North West Wblcr's ill- thought- 
out bid for Norweb can only be seen as a pre- 
lude to nodding through the other two. Not 
that there is anything wrong with this 
approach. Market forces stand at least as 


good a chance of delivering a properly com- 
petitive industry structure ahead of full 
deregulation of electricity supply as the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission. With 
the RECs as they were, the chances of any 
kind of competitive market developing were 
pretty much zero. 

Positive about Europe 
but not starry-eyed 

I t would be easy to dismiss yesterday's sur- 
vey of business attitudes to Europe as an- 
other dull exercise with unexceptional 
results. After all, the CBI and British Cham- 
bers of Commerce have already made their 
views clear. A survey that shows most busi- 
nesses want the Government lo leave the sin- 
gle currency option open might seem to be 
both self-serving and unsurprising. 

This particular exercise, however, carries 
a little more weight. For one thing, it is an 
opinion survey professionally conducted by 
one of the country's most respected polling 
organisations. It covered 1,700 businesses of 
all sizes and types. The results, showing a 
positive but not starry-eyed attitude to 
Europe, are the most authoritative we have 
on business opinions. 

For another, the survey allows the two 
employers' organisations to lobby the Gov- 
ernment from a confirmed position of 
strength against the siren voices of the 
Euro-sceptics. While there are plainly dif- 


ferent shades of opinion about Europe 
within the business community, it does 
appear to make sense to talk about a busi- 
ness view. That view is a pragmatic, and 
broadly sympathetic one; it wants the Gov- 
ernment lo be in a position to influence EU 
decisions. A majority of businessmen and 
women believe there is a danger that British 
influence in Europe is fading because our 
partners think we are lukewarm. 

There is some evidence to support this 
contention. The Bundesbank is Ukely to suc- 
ceed in its insistence that central banks join- 
ing the single currency will have to impose 
uniform reserve requirements on their 
banks. This would hit Britain, which has no 
reserve requirements, harder than any other 
country. If we had not been so half-hearted 
about EMU, the Bank of England might 
have been better able to resist the proposal. 

Indeed, Britain's slayaway stance on 
EMU is in marked contrast to its very sub- 
stantial influence on the EU more generally 
as far us measures affecting business arc con- 
cerned It has, for instance, spearheaded dri- 
ves for deregulation and competition in 
important European industries such as 
telecommunications and banking. Most 
businesses think the EU and the single mar- 
ket have been good for them. More than half 
believe a single currency would benefit 
British industry. Although the significant 
minority sceptical about moves to closer 
union should certainly not be overlooked, 
the silent majority sent a clear message yes- 




terday to the Europhobes. Nor was it merely 
of the “if you cannot beat them, join them” 
variety. It was more positive than that. It was 
that monetary union might actually be good 
for business. 

Defaulting on debt 
better not spoken about 

_ie currency markets took h seriously, the 
_ . US bond market ignored it - a warning 
from apparently senior US Treasury officials 
that the US might be forced to default on 
its debts unless Congress raises the ceiling 
on wbal the Federal authorities are allowed 
to borrow. Such threats are not taken too se- 
riously on the other side of the pond, where 
they are part of the cut and thrust of bud- 
getary jousting with Congress. Even spoken 
in jest, however, it is a pretty extraordinary 
thing to threaten. Not since the Civil War 
have the American authorities defaulted on 
their debt and even then it was only the Con- 
federates. If such a thing were hinted at by 
anyone in authority in Britain, it would spell 
death for the gilt-edged market Investors buy 
bonds because they are thought of as bomb- 
proof; no bond market can be credible if 
there is sizeable risk of default. The US Trea- 
sury officials threatening default may not be 
serious, but if they value their bond market 
they would be wise to keep quiet There is 
of course no prospect of default Congress 
wouldn't dare do it even to Bill Clinton. 
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Manufacturing decline fuelled by lower car production 

Hopes of rate cut 
rise as output falls 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Hopes of a base rate cut by 
Christmas were boosted yes- 
terday by figures showing an un- 
expected drop in manufacturing 

output in September. 

The news of the decline, 
partly due to sharply lower car 
production, came as Ford an- 
nounced that it has shut down 
production at its Halewood 
it on Merseyside this week 
mse of the slump in the 
home and export markets, and 
might impose another week- 
long shutdown later this month. 

“If the Budget is as tough as 
we expect, interest rates could 
be cut soon after 28 November," 
said Simon Briscoe, UK econ- 
omist at Nxkko Europe. How- . 
ever, most analysts believe the 
Bank of England will not have 
changed its inflation predic- 
tion in its quarterly Inflation 
Report tomorrow. If so, the gov- 
ernor is unlikely lo accept the 
case for a fall in base rates. 

“1 do not think we will get the 
message that the Bonk would be 
happy with lower interest 
rates,” said Robert Barrie, UK 
economist at BZW. “If so. the 
Chancellor would have to over- 
rule the governor." 


Adam Cole of brokers James 
Cape) said; “The debate about 
base rates will not be resolved 
until we see whether we have 
simply a pause in growth or a 
slowdown” Financial market re- 
action to the Budget would 
also be crucial, he added. 

The disappointing figures for 
manufacturing output - back at 
its lowest level since April - 
raised fears that growth is be- 
coming worryingly sluggish. Al- 
though the Tteasuiy said the 
economy was growing at a sus- 
tainable rate, the Central Sta- 
tistical Office yesterday said 
trend growth in manufacturing 
had slowed to 03 per cent, com- 
pared with 1 per cent in August 

Manufacturers are probably 
cutting output to reduce their 
inventory levels, which had built 
up strongly in the first half of 
the year, economists agreed But 
opinions differed over how se- 
vere the inventory correction 
might prove. Recent surveys of 
manufacturing have been more 
buoyant than the official figures, 
although the surveys also reveal 
a slowdown in growth. 

Manufacturing output fell 
0.6 per cent in September, 
while August's increase was re- 
vised down by half to 03 per 
cent. The decline was spread 


across most industries. The 
biggest falls were in engineer- 
ing and the food, drink and to- 
bacco industry, both down 13 
per cent during the month, ac- 
counting for two-thirds of the 
fall in manufacturing. 

A reversal of strong heat- 
wave-related sales in August ex- 
plained the weakness in food 
and drink. Lower car output 
dominated the drop in engi- 
neering. It fell 6.7 per cent in 
September, while output of car 
parts and accesories was 3.8 per 
cent lower. Ian Thompson of 
the Engineering Employers' 
Federation said: “We are dis- 
appointed but not surprised.” 
Both Rad and GM had reduced 
output because of high stock 
levels. Peugeot has bad some 
one-day shutdowns. 

Separate . figmes'from the' 
Society of Motor Manufactur- 
ers and "Baders yesterday 
showed an 11 per cent rebound 
in new-car registrations last 
month, after a weak September. 

Manufacturing output grew 
0.2 per cent in the July-Sep- 
tember quarter, taking it to a 
level 1.2 per cent higher than a 


year earner. 

A big increase in energy out- 


Manufacturing output 
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rise 03 per cent in September. 
Maintenance work in the North 
Sea and lower demand for en- 
ergy during the bot summer had 
led to an earlier dip. Industri- 
al output climbed 03 per cent 
in the third quarter as a whole, 
taking it to a level 1.2 per cent 
higher than a year earlier. 

Separate figures on insol- 
vencies from accountancy firm 
Touche Ross added to concern 
about the economy’s weakness. 
There were a total of 213 ap- 
pointments to administration 
and receiverships last month, 
compared with 143 in Septem- 
ber and 184 in October 1994. 


Glaxo boosted by anti-Aids drug prospects 



High hopes: Sir Richard Sykes, chief executive of Ghun Wellcome, who believes that 
Epivir represents an advance in the treatment of Aids Photograph: John Voos 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Shares in Glaxo Wellcome 
jumped 20p to 87 lp yesterday 
fuelled by the expectation that 
a new anti-Aids treatment to be 
marketed by the drugs giant 
would be recommended for 
approval by key US regulatory 
authorities. 

In New York, the company’s 
American depository receipts 
gained $’A to $2T/ft ahead of the 
outcome of the meeting. 

The anti-viral drugs adviso- 
ry committee of the federal 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion was yesterday reviewing the 
new 3TC compound, now 
known under the trade name 
Epivir. Studies have shown it is 
one of the most effective treat- 
ments against Aids when used 
with AZT another Glaxo Well- 
come drug. Analysts believe 
that, given the pressure to im- 
prove Aids treatments, the com- 
mittee will recommend its 
approval to the full FDA. It is 
rare for the agency to overrule 
the committee and if Epivir is 
given the green light, a positive 
decision could be reached be- 
fore the end of the year. 

However, forecasters are di- 
vided about the potential for 
new anti-Aids drugs. Epivir is 
being reviewed alongside oth- 
er anti-Aids treatments. Hoff- 
man-La Roche's Invirase and 
Zerit developed by Bristol- 


Myers Squibb will be discussed 
today and tomorrow. One view 
is that Invirase, and other so- 
called “proteinase inhibitors" 
that interfere with the repro- 
duction of the virus, are the first 
of a new generation of anti-Aids 
drugs, and could double the 
market to over Slbn annually. 

By contrast, some analysts be- 
lieve that, by 21X10, Epivir. a sim- 
ilar compound to AZT, could 
only be worth around £200m on 
its own to Glaxo, and perhaps 
£250m when it reaches its peak. 
Even in combination with AZT 
the potential might be only 
£40Gm to £500m, much less say 
than the £2.4bn sales of Glaxo s 
blockbuster Zantac anti-ulcer 
drug last year. 

3TC was discovered in 1989 
by BioChem Pharma, a Cana- 
dian company, with Glaxo, as it 
then was, taking licensing and 
development rights the follow- 
ing year. In September, results 
of the so-called Delta trial in- 
volving medical research agen- 
cies jn seven European 
countries and Australia showed 
substantial clinical benefits us- 
ing 3TC with AZT, over using 
AZT on its own, although no ev- 
idence of unproved mortality. 

Glaxo Wellcome, headed by 
Sir Richard Sykes, believes that 
its particular combination may 
offer improved side-effects 
compared with other so-called 
drug cocktails. 


Lloyd Webber eyes £300m Express titles 


DAVID HELJJER 

Sir Andrew Uoyd Webber, the 
founder of the theatrical and 
music copyright company, the 
Really Useftti Group, con- 
firmed yesterday that he was in- 
terested in making a bid for the 
Express group titles. 

“He has been interested in 
newspapers for a very long lime 
and he is certainly interested in 
the Express group,” a 
spokesman said. “But 1 cannot 
say who his partners are and I 
am not at liberty to confirm how 
far any talks might have gone." 


However, one established 
player ruled itself out of the pos- 
sibility of adding the Express 
titles to its stable. “There's no 
substance or truth to these ru- 
mours at ail," said Daniel Col- 
son. chairman and chief 
executive of the Telegraph 
group, after speculation that the 
group’s Canadian proprietor, 
Conrad Black, was in Lalks over 
the Express group titles. “It’s 
just the latest attempt by the 
Times City desk at fiction-writ- 
ing,” added Mr Colson. 

Another group that has been 
mentioned as a possible buyer. 


Tbuy O’Reilly’s Independent 
Newspaper Group, which owns 
a shareholding in Newspaper 
Publishing, publishers of the In- 
dependent, declined to com- 
ment on what it said was 
“market speculation". Howev- 
er, it is bcheved that there have 
been talks between Dr O’Reil- 
ly, who has long had an inter- 
est in the Express group, and Sir 
Andrew, which could lead to a 
bid, possibly with Independent 
Newspaper Group as a partner 
or even Newspaper Publish- 
ing. in which Mirror Group 
also has a large shareholding. 


City sources close to United 
News and Media, which owns 
the Sunday Express and Daify 
Express, were keen to dampen 
speculation that a sale was be- 
ing planned. City analysts 
doubted that any purchaser, 
with the possible exception of 
Sir Andrew or Michael Green’s 
Carlton Communications 


Group, would be prepared to 
pay the £300m plus needed to 
persuade United's Lord Stevens 


Businesses back single currency 
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cle currency to be delayed 
points to a significant minority 
who are sceptical or hostile to 
the project. 

More than half the firms sur- 
the Dolitical 


debate about rsnuuu s» wu™* 
meat to Europe is harming 
their commercial interests. On ly 
a fifth said it helped the Gov- 
ernment's ability to promote 
British interests. 

The respondents are also 
critical of Britain’s “over-zeal- 
ousness" in implementing Eu- 
ropean Umou regulations. 

This was cited by 44 per cent 
of firms as a factor behind on- 


DIANE COYLE j „ 

Economics Correspondent 
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favour of keeping veved believe the political 

option to join a about Britain's roirn^- 

correficv, and think pouu«-ai 4 c,. rn nf harmms 

squabbling over Europe is dam- 
aging business interests. 

' Sir Bryan Nicholson, presi- 
dent of the Confederation ot 

British lndurtry.preKnMgfc 
remits of die biggest 

ycy of business atutudes lo 

Europe, ^hfdanSr 
must be aware of £iS§ty 

SSSSSKBW fflgsgggs 

SSSBEVJSS 

numbers of Co cited by 41 percept, 

and illegal fate aid m other 
countries, Warned by 22 per 

^However, there are clear 
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interests would be best served 
by Britain’s continued mem- 
bership of the EU. Only 7 per 
cent favour withdrawal. Big 
firms are the strongest sup- 
porters of membership, with 97 
per cent in favour. Small firms 
are less avid, with 84 per cent 
in favour. 

Businesses are strongly 
against giving more powers to 
the European Parliament, but 
tentatively in favour of extend- 
ing qualified majority voting by 
EU members in order to com- 
plete the single market more 
quickly. 

Yesterday’s survey confirms 
the resilt of earlier informal sur- 
veys by both the CBI and BCG 
. A survey of members by the 
CBI a year ago showed a 
greater, proportion of respon- 
dents were then in favour of be- 
ing in the leading group of 
countries to join the single cur- 
rency, but the proportion in 
favour of keeping options open 


is slightly higher now, at just 
over two-thirds. 

The Institute of Directors, 
which has a membership 
weighted more towards small 
businesses, remains hostile to 
EMU. 

In a report published in June 
il emphasised the economic 
costs of a single currency, par- 
ticularly the loss of control over 
interest rate policy. 

The CBI and BCC plan to 
publish fact sheets for members 
on the single currency and 
other issues. 

Mr Geldard said yesterday 
that there was a lack of clarity 
about what businesses want 
from Europe, but the survey 
showed there was a pragmatic 
and positive view. 

“We hope it marks the be- 
ginning of a more rational dis- 
cussion that puts the interests 
of British commerce and in- 
dustry at the forefront," he 
said. 


EMU - What should the UK do? 
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Dollar hit 
by budget 
deadlock 

New York (Bloomberg) - The 
dollar weakened yesterday 
against major currencies on 
worries that political deadlock 
in budget negotiations could hit 
the US government’s fund-rais- 
ing programme. Treasuiy offi- 
cials warned that the US could 
be forced to default on its debts 
as soon as this month unless the 
government can press ahead 
with its note auctions. 

The delay on note auctions 
follows a refusal by the Re- 
publicans in Congress to raise 
the debt ceiling, as a bargain- 
ing lever to force President 
Clklon to bow to their plans for 
balancing the federal budget 
within seven years. 

The dollar dosed in London 
at DM1.41, against 1.4160 late 
on Friday in New York. The 
London dose against the yen 
was Y102.9, dervra on 103.90 
late on Friday in New York. 

The Treasury auction of 
$31-5bn (£I95m) m three and 
10-year notes scheduled from 
today and tomorrow is now 
likely lo be postponed because 
it would force the Treasu/y 
through the $4.9trilb'on na- 
tional debt ceiling. Most traders 
expert the government to avoid 
default, by arranging a tempo- 
rary debt limit increase. 

A default would raise US bor- 
rowing costs, and might prompt 
overseas investors to cut their 
holdings of US assets. 


to let a sale go through- 
The rumours of a possible 
sale have been fuelled by the re- 
cent appointment of the mer- 


chant bank, Hambro Megan, to 
come up with a strategy for the 
titles, which have struggled in 
competition with the more suc- 
cessful Daify' Mail and the Mail 
on Sunday . 

The Really Useful Group 
was floated in 19S6 but was tak- 
en private again four years lat- 
er when Sir Andrew felt he 
would do better without en- 
during the rigours of a stock 
market quote. The company, 
now 30% owned by Polygram, 
the entertainments giant, is ex- 
panding into the audio-visual 
sector and multimedia. 



You can now access the Lincolnshire 
Heartlands by road, rail, air, sea and P.C. 

“Hard Pacts on Software" contains everything you could possibly want to know 
abour the Lincolnshire Heartlands, from current sites to workforce profiles to information mi 
our new University, due to open in J996. 

It you want to expand or relocate your business, or your client’s business to an area 
with a great future, you can get a free copy of this disk by calling Julie Cooper on 01522- 
564466. Alternatively, you can call or fax her on 01522-540086. 


Campaign Office, Beaumont Fee, Lincoln LN1 1DJ. 
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Soaring BA is still good value 


Is British Airways a growth stock or a 
cyclical recovery play? More to the 
point from an investor's perspective, 
should the company be valued on a dis- 
count because it is currently riding high 
on buoyant economic growth in most 
markets of the world (and set for a MI), 
or on a premium because it is one of 
the likely beneficiaries of perhaps two 
decades of strong growth in air pas- 
senger traffic? 

There’s no answer of course, and the 
view you take on that question will de- 
termine whether you agree with the 
handful of City brokers recommend- 
ing selling the stock, the similar num- 
ber of buyers or those who haven’t a 
clue. The range of views currently be- 
ing espoused, despite broad agreement 
on prospective profits growth, makes 
for a healthy market even if it is guar- 
anteed to confuse. 

Interim figures yesterday from the 
world’s favourite airline continued 
the good news of three months ago 
with second-quarter figures the best- 
ever 12- week resulL Interim pre-tax 
profits of £430m (£349m) were up an 
impressive 23 percent. Earnings rose 
by a similar proportion to 33.8p 
(27.2p). allowing a 10 per cent hike in 
the half-time dividend to 3.8Sp (3_5p). 

For the first time since the late 1980s 
the balance between capacity and de- 
mand appears to be moving towards a 
sustainable equilibrium. The aircraft 
which spent the early 1990s mothballed 
in the desert are now carrying record 
□umbers of passengers, with load foe- 
tors (bums on seats) of almost 77 per 
cent, helping turnover through the £4bn 
mark for the fust time in a six-month 
period and generating cash flow of 
more than one and half times operat- 
ing profit. 

Importantly, first -d ass and business 
passengers, who generate the fattest 
margins, arc on the increase. 

if is not all complimentary cham- 
pagne. however, with uncertainty hang- 
ing over BA's stake in USAir and losses 
from the European alliances still 
mounting up. if at a slower rate. 
Robert Ayling. the bright young heir 
apparent, admits that the company has 
a long way to go before it can claim to - 
have shaken off its old state-run, 
bureaucratic shackles. Selling costs and 
pay are rising at a fair lick. 

]3ut those are small quibbles in the 
context of strong growth in passenger 
numbers, which some forecasters 
estimate al more than 6 per cent a year 
for the next 20 years. Compounded up, 
that represents a massive increase in 
the size of BA’s target market, a 
growth that few if any relatively mature 
industries could dream of matching. 

Pre-tax profits of perhaps £580m for 


the year to March put the shares on a 
prospective price/earnings ratio of 
about 1 1. That is not asking a lot, and 
the shares, which at 468p have all but 
quadrupled since flotation in 1987, still 
look good value. 

Oily strategy 
pays off for ABF 

Food manufacturers have had a grim 
time of late, hit by a rise in raw mate- 
rial costs and the increasing power of 
the supermarkets, which has made price 
increases a forlorn hope. 

This could have been the story at As- 
sociated British Foods had Garry Wes- 
ton not wisely continued to reduce the 
group's reliance on the grocery giants. 
Fifteen years ago, 60 per cent of 
ABFs business was with the big gro- 
cers. Now it is 20 per cent and falling. 

Although ABF is still Britain's 
biggest baker, it has moved more into 
food ingredients such as edible ofls and 
fats as well as sugar - keeping it at a 
safer remove from the supermarkets. 
In July it paid around £100m for Kraft 
Foods' US edible oils interests. Last 
year it bought the US operations of 
Karlshamns, the Swedish foods group. 


More deals in this sector are expect- 
ed and, with a £600m cash pile, the 
company has plenty of firepower. 

The strategy appears to be paying off, 
with pre-tax profits for the year to Sep- 
tember up by 16 per oeni to £375m. The 
figures were boosted by a £48m in- 
crease in investment income and 
British Sugar turned in its customary 
solid performance, with profits up by 
10 per cent to £184m. 

But ABF has also turned the comer 
in some of its problem businesses. Al- 
lied Bakeries lifted profits after five 
years of decline. A 3 per cent price in- 
crease in January has stuck, juri as well 
given that packaging prices rose tty 25 
per cent over the year. 

The power of the supermarket is 
nowhere better illustrated than in 
ABFs ice cream business. In spite of 
a 17 per cent increase in sales - 
thanks to the summer heatwave - the 
division didn’t make a cent. 

Retailing profits increased tty 8 per 
cent to £55m. However the group’s 
Northern Ireland supermarket chains, 
Stewarts and Cray Prices, may come 
under pressure from Tesco and Sains- 
buiy, which are moving into the region. 

Unlike many of its peers, ABF 
shares have enjoyed a good run this 
year, rising by more than 20 per cent 
Yesterday they dosed 13p higher at 


British Airways : at a glance 


Mafcet value: £4J6bn, share price 466p 
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701p. Merrill Lynch forecasts profits 
of £400m for the current year, which 
puts them on a forward rating of 12. 
Unlikely to excite but a steady per- 
former to tack away. 

Profits blow 
at Hickson 

No summer would be complete with- 
out a disaster at Hickson Internation- 
al. The plant explosions which hit the 
Wfest Yorkshire chemicals group in suc- 
cessive years in the early 1990s were 
replaced last time by the loss of die con- 
tract with Unilever to supply the cat- 
alyst at the centre of the "soap wars**. 

A little later in the season this year, 
Hickson has hit the market with news 
of production and marketing problems 
— expected -to wipe out second-half 
profits for 1995 - the departure of chief 
executive Dennis Kerrison and the ax- 
ing of this year’s final dividend. 

The news was all the more disap- 
pointing after the relative confidence 
expressed at the interim results in Au- 
gust. It now looks as though the £6. lm 
half-year profits - themselves little 
more than half the 1994 figure - will 
equal the trading outcome for the year, 
with exceptional charges plunging the 
pre-tax figure to a loss of around £t7m. 

The group’s problems clearly, de- 
feated Mr Kemson, but it remains to 
be seen whether the latest moves will 
be radical enough to correct them. One 
of the central issues is the 80-year old 
Castleford site, which is potentially the 
group's biggest profit generator but is 
running at 60 per cent capacity after 
being plagued by plant failures all year. 
Yesterday’s appointment of a full- 
time manager for the operation should 
help, but necessary investment may be 
constrained by current gearing of 
around 60 per cent 

Meanwhile, the legacy of the de- 
tergent catalyst debacle continues. 
P harm a Che m in Ireland is still strug- 
gling to find a replacement for the 
Unilever order, which represented a 
third of group profits. The derision to 
exit from some underperforming op- 
erations, kicked off by the $33 .5m sale 
of Hickson Kerley in the US an- 
nounced yesterday, should help to 
eliminate losses and cut the interest bill 
Profits of say £12mm 1996 would put 
the shares onto a prospective multiple 
in the mid-teens. That represents a pre- 
mium compared with the market and 
Hickson’s peers, but the shares are 
probably still just worth holding in case 
vague bid hopes turn into something 
more concrete. ; : . 
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Colour no bar to Ayling s 

black-and-white vision 


Robert Ayling, the dapper 
British Airways chief execu- 
tive, inadvertently reveals that 
he is superbly qualified for his 
role as chairman of Race for 
Opportunity; the Business in 
the Community initiative th a t 
aims to harness the potential 
of the UK’s ethnic minority 
population. 

He is colour blind. 

Yes, it’s true. Barely has he 
taken over from Sir Colin 
Marshall than the permanent- 
ly suntanned Mr Ayling ad- 
mits that he would have 
difficulty telling the differ- 
ence between a BA hostess 
and her Virgin counterpart at 
two paces. Indeed, he proba- 
bly doesn’t even know be has 
a suntan, poor fellow. 

The all-too-pubiic diagnosis 
took place as (be retin ally 
challenged executive took the 
controls for the presentation 
of his maiden set of interim 
figures. Confronted with a set 
of coloured bar charts he 
went into a minor taflspin be- 
fore inviting his audience- to 
refer "to the bigger of the 
two”. 

Given his affliction one 
wonders how Mr Ayling man- 
ages to maintain such a re- 
fined sense of dress. We 
should be told. 

The London Stock Exchange 
committee of “extremely se- 
nior and able individuals” ex- . 
aminin g the trends in private , 
share ownership may not 
boast the "wide range of rele- 
vant experience” as was origi- 
nally claimed. Carr 
Sheppards, the brokers, are 
concerned that Fred Carr, 
their chief executive, may be 
out of his depth on the panel 
and are appealing to clients 
for their help. 

The committee, chaired by 
Sir Mark Weinberg, is under- 
taking a wide-ranging review 
of the equity market and aims 



Colour question: Robert Ayling confronts the race issue 

to identify obstacles to the Hudde refield hiclP 

growth of the private in- Rensburg. The team. r 

vestor. This is very much the started work in Leed. 

A-teara. according to the day, specialises in sro 

LSE, which cannot stress companies and is the! latest in 

their qualities too highly. a long line of mass trailers 

‘Th sprite of this, Fred has stretching from Birmingham 
been asked to sit on the com- to the Channel Islands. 
mitteeT notes Carr Shep- "People are prepared to 

pards’ client newsletter. “It pay substantial sums tor 
would be an understatement good-quality teams, savs 
to describe this as a compli- Chris Bcoadbent, BvV u . 
cated brief. He [Red] would chief executive, who reckons 
very much appreciate it if any that some full-blown merger?* 
of you with views on this issue are overdue. In the rneart- 

woold write and tell him time, he warns, the bead- 

about them." hunters are making a hailing. 

Mr Carr regrets that he The words candy and baby 

cann ot answer individual let- spring to mind, 
ters but he would be gratefol 
for some ideas to throw into 
the debate none the less. 

The seismic upheavals in re- 
gional stockbroker belts con- 
tinue unabated. Granville 
Davies, a London-based insti- 
tutional broker, yesterday 
paid an undisclosed sum for a 
seven-man team from the 


Flushed with adrenalin from the announcement of his move to 
Abbey National as managing director of the personal financial 
p lanning division, Jeremy Sodden sees the value of his leaving 
present savaged at a stroke. Colleagues at Sedgwick Noble 
Lowndes, “one of the UK’s largest financial services consul- 
tancies”, have not taken well to the sound bite which passed 
for his acceptance speech. 

“With 14 years at Sedgwick I felt I couldn’t ignore a job of- 
fer from a leading financial services company” blurts the as- 
sistant managing director of Sedgwick Financial Services. 


Further proof (if any were 
needed) that a good salesman 
can turn his spiel to any prod- 
uct. A move from bedroom 
furniture to the chocolate 
business, via office furniture, 
might normally be considered 
a stiff challenge. But not for 
Roger Poffard, who was yes- 
terday named as the new 
group chief executive of 
Thorntons, the upmarket 4 
chocolate people. 

Mr Paffard is uninitiated in 
the an of the gooey stuff. He 
is managing director of Sta- 
ples UK, the office superstore 
joint venture between King- 
fisher and Staples. Before 
that he ran a very nice line in 
bedroom furniture at Sharps. 
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L ast year the world’s largest 
debtor, the United States, 
fell further into debt; and the 
world’s largest creditor, Japan, 
piled up even more assets. That 
is the principal cooduskm of the 
latest survey by the Bank of 
England, published in its Quar- 
lerfy Bulletin, of the net asset po- 
sitions of those two countries, 
plus those of Germany, France 
and the UK (see graph). 

In one way this is unsurpris- 
ing for it largely reflects the dif- 
ferent current account positions 
of the two countries. The bal- 
ance of payments has, by defi- 
nition, to balance, so any large 
current account deficits have to 
be covered by corresponding 
capital account surpluses. Bal- 
ance of payments statistics are 
notoriously unreliable, but no 
one doubts that the US has been 
running large deficits, while 
Japan has been running simi- 
larly large surpluses. It would be 
very odd if the US debts were 
not becoming ever deeper and 
Japan’s assets ever greater. 

But there are two wrinkles to 
this smooth, rational picture. 
The first b that the US debts are 
not increasing as fast as one 
might expect, given the size of 
the current account deficits, 
and the Japanese surplus on 
assets is not rising as fast either. 
Last year the US deficit was 
$156bn, but its indebtedness 
rose by only $136bn; Japan's 
current account surplus was 
$130bn but its net assets rose by 
only $78bn. 

The other wrinkle is the UK, 
for we have been increasing our 
net assets despite running a cur- 
rent account deficit. Last year 
we were just in current account 
deficit, but managed to in- 
crease our net assets by $8bn. 

There is a simple explanation 
for this, but one which leads to 
a complicated conclusion. The 
explanation is that changes in 
net assets are affected by 
changes in relative exchange 
rates and by the relative in- 
vestment performance of the 
portfolios. Japan is the prime ex- 
ample here, for the net assets 
are only about half as large as 
they should be given its current 
account performance. Buy an 
office block in Los Angeles at 
the peak of the 1980s boom at 
Y300 to the dollar, see the 
capital value in dollar terms 
halve, and then translate back 
to yen at Y100 to the dollar and 



ECONOMIC VIEW 


HAMISH McRAE 


you have a catastrophic invest- 
ment. It is not to denigrate (he 
valuable investment which 
Japanese companies have made 
in overseas plants to say that, in 
general, Japan’s surpluses have 
not been well bandied 
The UK is the other ex- 
treme. As the graph demon- 
strates, we managed to build up 
substantial surpluses during the 
early 1980s, when, thanks to oil 
revenues, we ran sizeable cur- 
rent account surpluses. Then we 
blew it all in the grand splurge 
of the late 1980s boom. Now, 


their plants here. Last year we 
received £22bn and paid out 
only £9.5 bn. 

That is the explanation. Now 
for the conclusion. Think back 
about the ways in which coun- 
tries thought of their competi- 
tive advantage 20 years ago. Wfe 
would have talked in terms of 
our ability to make the most of 
our various export industries, 
and how we might counter the 
competition from overseas in 
our less successful ventures, 
such as motorcycle manufac- 
ture. If we were daringly mod- 


We have managed to play our weak 
hand of cards sufficiently well to 
rebuild a modest stock of net assets 


despite still running deficits, we 
have managed to creep back to 
a modest surplus, $28bn at the 
end of last year, partly a func- 
tion of sterling's depreciation, 
but partly canny investment 
The rise of UK earnings from 
foreign investments is charted 
on the right-hand side. In three 
years we have pulled up from 
bare balance to a surplus last 
year of more than £10bn, 
though things have fallen off in 
the first part of this year. The 
mam component - the big plus 
number - is the surplus on di- 
rect investment the revenue 
from overseas plants owned by 
British companies, less what we 
pay to foreign companies for 


em, we might have included 
service industries such as fi- 
nance and tourism in our tally. 

Bui thinking of the world in 
national terms seems less and 
less relevant Nowadays manu- 
facturing technology crosses 
national boundaries in a matter 
of weeks, large companies have 
plants in every major market 
multinationals own brand- 
named businesses that have 
nothing to do with the notional- 
nationality parent, and the 
shares are owned by people in 
other countries. Surety in those 
sorts of immensely interna- 
tional worlds running a suc- 
cessful economy is much more 
akin to running a portfolio than 


International comparisons of externa! net asset positions 


it is to managing a factory. 

This is particularly relevant to 
the UK. We run 3 very open 
economy in that we have very 
little resistance to foreign own- 
ership of our national brand- 
names. As a result of this open 
attitude, the stream of high-pro- 
file takeover bids for British as- 
sets, and the rash of Japanese 
plants established here, we tend 
to think of ourselves as being the 
recipients, even the victims, of 
. this great swirl towards a more 
international economy. 

If you look at the figures, we 
have managed to play our weak 
hand of cards sufficiently well 
to rebuild a modest stock of net 
assets, and our overseas in- 
vestments are bringing in a 
solid running surplus each year. 

It would be silly to push this 
argument too far. The world 
economy may be becoming 
more international, but na- 
tional performance will still 
matter. Running a national 
economy successfully needs 
more than dever portfolio man- 
agement skills. But there are, I 
think, two important messages 
in the figures. 

The first is that the willing- 
ness of a country to save will be- ! 
come a more and more 
important contributor to na- 
tional performance, for as a re- 
sult of its inadequate savings 
even a country with the many 
human and technical assets of 
the US has plunged into debt. 

The second is that an in- 
creasingly international econo- 
my gives great advantage to 
countries with a strong and in- 
ternationally oriented financial 
sector. You have to cam a liv- 
ing in the first place, but once 
you have built up some wealth, 
you can gain great advantage 
from managing that wealth in 
a sensible way. 
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$500m US sale for United Biscuits 

United Biscuits has sold the largest part of its loss-making Kee- 
bler business in the US for $500m (£3 16m). The cookie and crack- 
er operation has been acquired tty Inflo, a newly formed joint 
venture between Flowers Industries, a US foods company, and 
Altai Luxembourg, an investment group. 

Last year the cookie and cracker division recorded profits of 
£54m on sales of £900m. Net assets are estimated at £237m. 

The sale will halve United Biscuits's borrowings and reduce 
pressure on the company’s stretched balance sheet However 
the price was at the lowest end of City expectations. Analvsts 
now doubt that the company will achieve the hoped-for £500in- 
700m from the Keebler disposal United Biscuits said vestcr- 
day it still expects to sell Keebler s loss-making salty snacks 
business Ity the end of its financial year next January and that 
negotiations are at “an advanced stage.” 

Business Post delivers increase 

Business Post, the express parcels group that was floated un the * 
stock market two years ago, increased profits by 56 per cent in 
£5.9m in the six months to September. The figures were boost 
edby strong sales growth and belter control of transport costs 
The founder, Peter Kane, is stepping down after 25 years sis 
chairman as he intends to live abroad. He will become a n. , n 
executive director from next year. His brother Michael Kane 
will become chief executive, with non-executive director Neil 
Benson becomng chairman. 

Growth at Whitecroft 

Whitecroft the lighting, building products and specialist mate 
nak group, saw profits growth in all three divisions despite due' 
gjsh construction and consumer markets in both theUK 
the Netherlands. Pre-tax profits increased 22 per „ in tite S 
months to September to £3. 45m. Earnings per share rose a fift h 
to 6p and the dividend jumped from 1.5p to 1 . 75 p hh 

Roxspur lets go of subsidiary 

Roxspur, the valve manufacturer whose shares were suspend 
ed recently, has sold one of ,ts subsidiaries. Hum VWve^fofflm 
and the elimination of loans and liabilities amomUng S 
£l.71m. The company said it expected to be able to annotate 
an underwritten share issue m the next few davs Until V , VT " 
the Stock Exchange has agreed to a cominuSS ft! shar£ 
suspension at 62>p. snares, 

Prowling slips 

Uncertainty continue to be the worst feature of the hou^in„ 
market according to Terry Roydon, chief executive of tlJk . s 
buflder Prowling, which yesterday announced a decline in n"*' 
tax profits from £4.42ra lo £4.12rn. CUne ,n Pre- 

Feptide to list at more than £50m 

Peptide Therapeutics, which claims to have developed ion. 
live treatments for hayfever and food aflendes. will ^' a ' 

at over £50m when it comes to the 

ny, which issued its pathfinder prospectus yesterdav ! - m P a ' 
to raise at least £15m from a placing this month orinDecem^ 
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Seton takes on gripe water 

teething gel. The purchase will bring to £37^m snen and 
quiaupns since June’s £25.7m rights issue. Seton haXki Ut \ ac - 
up the G^trocote heartburn brand. AsUone indiSS? n p,c!ced 
ucts and Simpla Plastics, the UK market leader f n , ' prod - 
contmence bags. The company said it remained^ confiw!? in ‘ 
sabsfactory full -year results as it unveiled a 52 per 01 of 
interim profits to £6. 12m. ^ enl rise in 
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Assault on Seeboanl sends electricity prices sizzling 


pBWJV OUUME 



Electricity shares were crack- 
«ng again as another US group 
descended on the industiy 
with what appeared to be a 
knockout bid. 

Seaboard, the willing victim 
of a £1.6bn offer from Central 
& South West, surged 97p to 
?r?P* a ^ coppers bekw the 
bid level The US assault sent 
the shares of the remaining re- 
gional electricity companies 
romping ahead. 

The survivors from the 1990 
privatisation are clearly 
doomed to disappear, it’s just 
a question of price. 

East Midland rose 24p lo 
yl9p; London 17p to 923p; 
South Wales 34p to 960p and 
Yorkshire 3lp to 929p. 

Northern, which received 
the first assault when Trafalgar 
House launched its contro- 
versial and unsuccessful offer, 
has already handed back much 
of its riches to shareholders. 
Now heavily geared it never- 
theless jumped 37p to 915p. 


And Northern Ireland Elec- 
tricity, outside the main circuit, 
edged forward 3p to 445p. 

The electrical excitement 
helped the market to achieve 
modest headway in thin trad- 
ing; The FT-SE 100 index end- 
ed 14.4 points higher at 
3,514.8. The Americans 
swooped into the market, pick- 
ing up 23.93 per cent of See- 
board. Turnover in the shares 
reached a staggering 114.32 
million; total market volume 
was 657.8 million. 

But British Gas drew little 
warmth from the advance. It 
fell 4.5p to 228 Sp, lowest for 
fiveyears. 

The doubts expressed by 
the industry regulator Clare 
Spotiiswoode over the group's 
future bad already undermined 
the shares and reports British 
Petroleum could barge into its 
domestic market added fuel to 
the growing doubts about what 
once seemed lo be an im- 
pregnable giant 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


Waters were weak as White- 
hall’s apparent dithering over 
the French bid for Northum- 
brian ruffled sentiment. A 
statement, in effect, clearing 
the way for the bid has been ex- 
pected for some weeks. But the 
lack of any decision is raising 
doubts whether the French 
will be offered sufficiently en- 
couraging terms to make an 
offer. 

Glaxo Wellcome, meeting 
analysis tomorrow, recovered 
from Friday's fiasco when it 
was said to be facing a fl-Sbn 
tax bill. The shares recovered 
20p to 871p. Hopes that the US 
Food and Drug Administration 
will dear the group's Epivir 
HIV treatment also he) 


the shares. Zeneca climbed 
26p to L208p, just a whisker 
from its peak. 

Allied Domecq, year's figures 
today, endured an uncertain 
session, at one time falling 
6-5p. The shares closed at 
493p, off 1.5p. 

Cazentwe was said to be cau- 
tion about the results and 
Lehman Brothers had the 
shares on its sell list 

An investment presentation 
left Guinness little changed at 
509p; NatWest Securities wor- 
ries about BTs dividend 
growth pulled the shares 4p- 
lower lo 366p. 

Rolls-Royce seems at last to 
have got its (bullish) message 
through to at least some insti- 


tutions. The shares, under 
pressure recently, turned in the 
best blue-chip display, gaining 
5-5p to 156p. 

lb combat gloomy predic- 
tions in some quarters Rolls 
has undertaken a series of in- 
vestment presentations. Mer- 
rill Lynch moved its 
recommendation from hold 
to buy, upgrading its 1996 
profit forecast to £235m from 
£2Q5xn. 

The day's newcomers fared 
well Enterprise Ions moved to 
149Jp from a 145p placing; 
Heritage Bathrooms closed at 
151p against a 125p placing. 

Amines, the oil group with 
interests in the former Soviet 
Union, dipped 3p to 52p. A 
party of stockbrokers is due to 
visit its oil operations this 
week. Cluff Resources contin- 
ued to gain on its bid ap- 
proach, reaching 90p, up 8p. A 
US mining giant. Echo Bay, is 
regarded as the most likely 
predator. 


Insurances were weak, with 
Credit Lyonnais Laing seem- 
ingly responsible for much of 
the damage. The securities 
house turned negative on the 
sector. With worries about 
competition from the Halifax 
building sodety-cum-bank and 
Merrill Lynch putting Sun Al- 
liance on its sell list recent 
strength melted away with 
Royal Insurance off 7p at 381p 
and Sim Alliance lip at 366p. 
The Halifax muscle-flexing 
added to the weakness of Roy- 
al Bank of Scotland, owner of 
Direct line insurance, off 4p 
at 507p. Hickson Internation- 
al, the chemical group, fell L2p 
lo 87p on a profits warning. 

Cordiant, the advertising 
group, made further headway 
following its cash call, gaining 
6p to 98p. Sage, the comput- 
er group, rose Sp to 270p. 

Celsis International, one of 

the biotech babes, firmed to 
128p as Yaxnaichi repeated its 
support 


TAKING STOCK 


CTEnviromed, the struggling 
health-care group where a 
proposed management buy- 
out and other bids failed to 
materialise, firmed to 20p a s 
what could be one of the po- 
tential predators said to he 
still hovering declared a 9.1 
per cent stake. 

EN PLC limited Partner- 
ship features a former Envi- 
romed director; Ron 
Zwanzigec, on its notepaper. 
The health-care group has 
had a disastrous time since it 
arrived on the stock market 
at HOp two years ago. In the 
first half of its last year it lost 
almost £5m. 

□Bluebird, the toy group 
where Hasbro, the US giant, 
is said to be stake-building 
gained 17p to 376p. There is 
talk that Bluebird wants to 
strengthen its selling side 
and is in talks to take over a 
marketing business. 
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sport 


Murphy 
lets the 

curtain fall 

nl J0Ckey hands in his saddle to 
start a new career. Greg Wood reports 


Intelligence has always been one 
; of Declan Murphy's defining 
characteristics, and it was dis- 
played again yesterday when the 
jockey, having decided that he 
had “nothing left to prove", an- 
^nounced his retirement from the 
m saddle £0 join the nascent satel- 
lite Racing Channel. Jibereen 
Murphy’s winning ride at Chei> 
stow last month on his return 
from a near-fatal injury, win now 
also enter the record books as 
the last of his career. 

- Murphy said yesterday that 
his victory on Jibereen, IS 
months after a faJ! at Haydock 
left him with severe head in- 
juries and clinging to life on a 
• ventilator, was “such a high that 
1 thought it wouldn’t matter 
what I did afterwards, it would 
he an anticlimax. 1 gave up race- 

RiCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Rich Desire 
(Sedgefield 4.00) 

■ NB: Super Sharp 
(Ludlow 2.45) 

riding for two weeks afterwards 
to see if I would miss it and 1 
didn't miss it at all. 1 would nev- 
er have allowed race-riding to 
be taken away from me by my 
accident, but having come back 
and found I was riding as well 
as ever, 1 have nothing left to 
prove to anyone.” 

Declan Murphy was a confi- 
dent jockey, both in and out of 
the saddle, from an early age, 
as he honed his riding skills on 
Ireland’s competitive ponv- 
racing circuit His first winner 
under Rules was Prom at Tralee 
on 21 June 1983, but he first 
— came to prominence in Britain 
m in the late Eighties through his 
association with the trainer and 
gambler Barney Curley - a 
considerable testament to his 
ability since the razor-sharp 
Curley would not entrust his 
punting cash to anyone he did 
not rate very highly. 

Curley, however, could not 
provide "Murphy with the high- 
class partners he deserved, and 
the jockey took up a position as 
Josh Gifford's stable jockey. In 
1993 the association brought 
him his most important success, 
on Deep Sensation in the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival, and also his most memo- 
rable, when he partnered 
Bradbuiy Star to victory' in the 
Mackeson Gold Cup, though ex- 
hausted to the point of collapse 
following an earlier fall. At the 


Festival the same year, he won 
me Bula Hurdle on Staunch 
Friend, with the Tripleprint 
Chase on Fragrant Dawn also 
standing out in the memory. 

Five, perhaps 10 more years 
of an already impressive career 
seemed to lie ahead of Declan 
Murphy as he approached the 
end of the 1993-94 season with 
60 winners, his best-ever total, 
to his credit. But it was then that 
the danger which follows all 
jockeys snatched at him as he 
and Arvni jumped the last flight 
at Haydock in the Swinton 
Handicap Hurdle, and Murphy 
was left close to death. 

Even after leaving hospital, 
it was several weeks before he 
could walk unaided and a return 
to the saddle seemed an im- 
possible ambition. Once it had 
been achieved, Murphy was 
ready for a new direction. 

“I'll be working on the Rac- 
ing Channel's breakfast and 
morning programmes." he said 
yesterday, “and as I gain more 
experience I'll move to present 
the racing." George Irvine, the 
general manager of SIS, which 
produces the Racing Channel, 
said: “He is a fine recruit. He 
is very knowledgeable and very 
articulate.” 

There was praise, too, from 
several trainers who provided 
Murphy with big winners. "It’s 
a sport where you have to give 
120 per cent and if you have any 
doubts you should give up." 
Josh Gifford said. “It is a re- 
grettable decision but I'm 
pleased for him as he had a hor- 
rible fall and it was a miracle 
that he came back at alL" 

The fine details of Murphy’s 
comeback ride on Jibereen were 
controversially put under scruti- 
ny by the Jockey Club, but the 
rider denied the official interest 
had in any way prompted his de- 
rision. “That had absolutely 
nothing to with it," he said “It 
was right for racing that they 
looked into the matter." 

The Jockey Club investigat- 
ed the betting patterns before 
the Chepstow race, amid alle- 
gations of skullduggery con- 
cerning not only the tactics 
employed by other jockeys dur- 
ing the race" but also the ballot 
of the jockeys' mounts before- 
hand. It transpired that Mur- 
phy had partnered Jibereen in 
work a couple of days previ- 
ously. Yesterday, however, a 
Jockey Club statement said 
that investigations had found no 
breach of any regulations and 
that no inquiry is to be held. 



Wlwte Plains (far side) putting his head in front at Folkestone yesterday on the final day of tine 1995 Flat turf ! 


Photograph: Adam Scott 


Henry and El Volador enliven the finish to the Flat 


The Flat turf season came to a 
close at Folkestone yesterday 
but eight-year-old El Volador 
chose the occasion to empha- 
sise be is sprightly enough to be 
back for the 1996 campaign by 
recording his J2th victory for the 
Bognor trainer Roland O’Sul- 
livan. 

Matt Henry, the gelding's 
apprentice rider, darted the 
4-1 chance to the front ap- 
proaching two furlongs out to 

Coulton has 
top weight 

Fifteen horses stood their 
ground at yesterday’s accep- 
tance stage for Saturday’s 
Mackeson Gold Cup. Coulton 
has top weight of 12 stone for 
the event and is 7-2 favourite in 
Coral's ante-post book. 

Jamie Osborne wflJ ride Oliv- 
er Sherwood's chaser in the two- 
mile five-furlong event. 
“Coulton is in A1 condition,*’ a 
stable spokeswoman said. 

Josh Gifford's Bradbury Star 
attempts to become the first 
horse in the race’s 35-year his- 
tory to win it three times. Gif- 
ford said: “The horse has really 
blossomed in the last few days 
and 1 think we'll take our 
chance if the ground is okay." 

Egypt Mill Prince’s trainer 
Jenny Pitman commented: 
“He's been been very well since 
tus win at Ascot." 


beat Nothing Doing by a length 
and a quarter in the Foil Hand- 
icap Selling Stakes. 

O’Sullivan, who was cele- 
brating a long-range double. La 
Petite Fusee having won earli- 
er yesterday afternoon at South- 
well, has trained El Volador 
since the horse was three. 

The trainer said: "He has won 
10 on the Flat, the majority of 
those on the all-weather, and 
two over hurdles. We gave him 


a year off in 1994 when he jarred 
his shoulders, but he has been 
a good old servant." 

The Stockbridge trainer Ken 
Cunningham-Brown passed (he 
£100, 000 prize money total for 
the first time in a season when 
Village Native made all the 
running to take the second part 
of the Broadsword Auction 
Maiden Stakes under Daren 
Biggs. 

After the French-bred colt 


had beaten Beamaise, the 13- 
8 favourite, by a length and a 
quarter. Cunningham -Brown 
said the two-year-old would be 
going back to his native coun- 
try later this month for a race 
yet to be decided upon. 

The Hampshire handler has 
had a fine season, highlighted 
by Bold Effort’s win in the 
£39,000 William Hill Handicap 
at York in June. 

But Cunningham-Brown’s 


concentration inevitably now 
turns to jumping and in partic- 
ular to novice steeplechaser. 
Dancing Paddy, who recorded 
excellent wins at Ascot and 
Ayr last season to confirm ear- 
lier promise. 

“Dancing Paddy is due to 
make his first appearance of the 
new season in the First National 
Bank Gold Cup Chase at Ascot 
on Saturday week,” the trainer 
said. 


SEDGEFfELD 


HYPERION 

LOO Mufid L30 Eden 

3L30 Briars De&gftt 3JOO Joe Write 330 Magstad 
4J0O Rfch Desire 


M3R3P SUBFWJJ0WmD12 

3K53W BUSSW1 CA5T1E (10) J Wade 6 10 5 

060406- BUST BOrCZflOJDUfrt) 8100 


X Janos 

m 


6S3465 KtmXJDHOTOWWfcWtawnnJOO .CCaWfT) 

-6 dMorad- 

Mtattwn oejgw: Wbl Tint haraWO oefiftc Dctaotf HJ 9s! 3*. 

BOTW& 64 tftoea 11-4 FoUnxta*. 5-1 Scarf, 7-1 Ruxatu Cmtie, 8- 
1 Bw* Boy, 12-1 Drafart Hot 


ftridorfc 57 lO.MS s;».SOV: CAR PARR- tree. 


12-30 


SIS 


RACING 

CHANNEL 


JOHN HELLENS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,000 added 2m If 

6324-13 BRUITS DELIGHT (M) R Assn 7 11 3 -BSferay 

553F44 MOUND POACHER (34) D McCan 8 II 3 . — -D McCain 

40QP-42 MS WAV (J7J J Hwftd Johnson 6 11 3 AUaftfat 

/0H-FF5 LEADER SAL (18) J Wada 6 11 3 DBjanTO 


CF2T30- MBTYGHEYpOl) G Ferro 6 11 3. 
35605-2 HR RBWffi (87) J VUae 7 11 3 — 
-Bdedamd- 


-st»wam 


WINNERS «« 

LONG-DISTANCE (2.00) *nt 1» 

JOHN 


BOHNS: W Hr Mm, &2H* IK* 214 Mb'- Mgf. 7-11 fityfe*. 
B-l BgWand Poadw. 12-1 LiHtdar Sat 


13.00 


100 (CUSS G) £2*400 added 

3m 3f 110 yds 

134555 DESERT »M « ®J£- f° 

P5&4P4 

rrap BMZWOrtJNWteSIOO- 


Sl*WH(7) 

— 

_J* A Mamas {7} 
15100 — BPowE 
(5) 


ssmo 


W-05 


PERSMM0N HOMES HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4*000 added 2m 5T £2,838 

M-I ISMWOWMWtWDMcCangUll-. DMnCah 

P4F3-55 KM7A SMART CM) K ID 11 U ASSrtft 

P3QOO-F JOE WMffi pfl) J Honaui JMirBOn 9 11 0 AH*** 

22P/3S-3 BID TRADE (25 D Aider 13 4011 MrAMmB(7} 

P33PUP- BlBi SWEMI (US) G Flora 8 10 B JAMcCMtv 

324R34 *Mon«RS»tU)fCn)WRa»7l06 BStaraj 

-94mM- 

BETTMG: 2-1 Crjfty Ctatatata, 04 Bad Trade, 4-1 Klncfa Snort, 6-1 Joe 
Wbite, Amthar Rad. 10-1 Edw Stmra. 


-7 declared - 


Die Mjalfc BBHW4M 11 - 


a? ga 13b. togsMtx) W! ?”^L^ Ba btaa. 7 -lM«eaMCdBt<*em. 


3.30 


maiden hurdle (OjASS E) 
jStwtoffl 

Rsw*eyll3 1**®" 


GREAT NORTH ROAD ‘NAIIONAL HUNT 

NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,800 

added 2m 5f 110yds 

0-111 MAeSUDWJJOTtel51012 A Rocha 0) 

Q0E0J3 MfitlWBHWfOilMSttU NSmflB 


S05 

32 

023 


J-n-nlia — 


J0mv 
.3 saw 


8ETTWfc4€ MagsW. 1M 
lesbnanLaMMmnaBi 



3-1 War nowr, 10 -iMt 


«0Simta(5 

SSESStf*: 

1 112 ) - 

1 10 12 — 



B23 


51 St^sn, fr-1 SanBf 

acnwG: 

[205] hWH - -— 


Alta0dn 

.jLlbonMl 


LEVY BOARD MARES ONUT HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £3000 added 2m Sf 
UOyds 

1 416022- nCMDESS£dfl7}0))FMmaRfiU15 Ub&n 

4 0516-32 QOURttEdQWTmng&lOO DP*rter(3) 

5 313056 CABDEACAStLEtiatMJIPaATlOO NS«Bi 

A (MO- R0SyODS«Ep04)Stolfe«f<M0 StiqfcrOT 

5 540 STOii«GlJOH«PD)WttcKHW51flO ASM* 

6 Rfifd ESCAKtttKM JDflOtarS lOO MAatar 

ift^^^^jnArme)aniftacaetthtcSoidHiW9fl9t.(taiteaCBS- 

te Ssf m flap WN* SR hk Sannag Um 9S ®, Esj^db rs* to 2ta. 
BOTHG: 1M1 Ben Dadra, 3-lGoataira,B-lC*J» CaaUa, 12-llto*S( 
L^aic, lB-lStomtag 20-1 Escape TMt 



LUDLOW 


115 Cox well Steptoe 
145 Bankroll 
2.15 Scorched Air 
2.45 Golden Matfambo 


HYPERION 

3JL5 CWCULAHON (nap) 
3-45 VQUms Brief (nb) 

4 JL5 Professor Page 


GflW&Rfm. 

■ Ripte-hand course, rhawf course has sharper bends ilmn hurdks course. 

■ Racecourse is wmh-west of town oJT A49. Lodk»w raiheay jiaUon (1 IcreToni - Shrcws- 
bury tinct la 2 roller away. ADMISSION: Oub AI4 (accompanied under- 1 fa Inc}; T*t- 
luisaUa id: Counn- S- r >. CAR VARK: Erne. 


Jimmy Hetherton's charge landed a three-mnner Hat race at Ham tom n August, mafcirs 
31 , and loots a threat here despite res 12 si. Bohemian Queen, whose only win came in 
a twCHunrwr race in Jersey last year, ran we* when third to f rortwr flight at Worcester m 
September on h« first run after a 12-mo rnh absence. She has not shown rouen since, 
though- Dragowntst wilt be sBai 0 der fw his opening third id Taka Two at Stratford 12 day* 
apt his firs appearance smoe Apni. Spring Loaded has dsappomted of late but might im- 
prove lor the fra-time bbnhers. 

Selactien: GREEN'S SEAG0. 

245] bates & HUNT GROUP NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5.000 


SIS 


RACMQ 

cfufam. 


added 2m 4f Penalty Vhlue £3347 

124 f3f HNALACE(33) (CD) (Mrs A Rice) MisAftceSll 6. 
512-3J0 SUPS) SHARP (KZ) (12) (M K Pentyl H OUvw T 11 6 


JT. 

iv 


■ LEADING TBA1NES: P J Robbs - 10 winners Crnro 17 nmncir. ^tv es a .sun -css ra- 

lio id 1 nnd a profit in i ) lend stake of 4 J2fl; N A Tirtston-Devles - JOuinncrs, 
BA runners, 1 1 Jr*. S Sherwood - 0 winners, :W runners, 27.3^. +i7.af; J A 

C Edwards - 9 winners, A7 runners, KU*. +4282.1. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R DrawOody - 17 winners. 53 ruin. 32.1 in. +iJO.UO; A 
Maguire - 14 wimwrs, 79 rtcUa, 17.7%, -S29/A>: N WQUanuon - 1- winners. 7* rides. 
15.44,418.98; M A FiUficraM - 9 wIiukts. 62 ricVca. JTJHi.-Art.lM. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Exclusion 1 3. 1 Sj has been sera 173 miles by J HedwrUm 
hum Maluro. North Yorkshire-. Legal Lord sent 162 raOcs by M Hammond from roverhoin, 
North YorteWrc; Supples tS.lFij sent 145 miles by M C Chapman from Mattel Kiwa, Lm- 
coJltJtfie. 


3-15 


EBF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUAJJF1ER) (CLASS 
E) £3^000 added 2m Penalty Value £24^0 

0 COBWBL STBTOE [U) (M E B ABscppi HesH Kn^a 5 110 ^JFIttfaf 

(0 UI1IEaURT(3UIEGaRQru£Bnan4i;0 MrBJotawn (S) 

3- WmffiKnODOUlinaE P33) (Cepom Mies Gotftng) Capi T Fonter 5 11 0 . Jt Dunsoody 


3021-12 OOUJEN MMUAMB0 (26) tT P Robens-HmJei F Ionian 9 11 0 .... -tUXUer 

4 00AK0P- TRUSTJNO (IBS) (Mre SNashIC Nash 7109 I K Aarie,.- JS. 

-4 declared - 

BETTMK 4-5 Goiden Mat | eroho, 04 Super Shop, 7-1 Hoal Ace. 8 -L TniGttno. 

1994: Man Of The Grange S 11 8 D BnflgrQte 3-1 IW COyl 8 fan 
FORM GUIDE 

SUPER SHARP shouttf outgun his three rivals here wWi Rtchard Durwcody an m n- iimf. 
nooHng lor the normally hord-nuBn^ se«r-year-old. Successhi in o bunper ai C.menck 
in 1992-93. Henry Otewfs «vervyear-old made a wlnntne tenang txw at Ea-'.^nr bi May. 
wuxtnR up wrth a thrae-tength second behind Musfcora fwmnor of 13 ot ras 2f nv:es: at 
Hereford. Super Sharp, runner-up behind Rawaan at Nlartei ftasen cm rn< r.^r-c-orance, 
btundereo and unseaed early ai Worcester nee time and. following n*--: a ‘.mee- 

riontft abserue, had a confidence- restoring run over ftutffes at Stratford 12 cay; ago. This 
Is a nem delance for the nap but he should get It and he acts viroll on a fott surface. Final 
Ace. whose onlywm so for came over course and rosunce last May. s a uiruiiatiie juoper 
and, irttft the modersre Ttestino wnhout a recem race, it toe*s as lUcmfft Golden Mad- 
Janrim wil follow SiRter Shaip home, awn if he s fos chasfoe debut FranK Jordan's run- 
ner won settng handicap hurdles at HunUngow in the spring on his final twang o! last Term 
and on this course las month on tos return, toflowng with a two-length second ro Serious 
Danger In a non-sdbng hanOcap itunfle also hens. 

Selection: SUPER SHARP. 


4 50PD6O ROGS DE MOWfflBOf PM) (BaPcnfle R Bnsherjon 5 11 0^ lKanay 

- 4 deetamd - 

BETTWB: H5 WatMagtadawilMaa. S-l CcnweB Steptoe. fl-1 UtUe Court. U-l Wngar da Mowbray. 
1994: Captain ttiedw 6 u 10 G McCout 2-5 (P Hobbs) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

NOTHBKGTbDOWTHME, a hart- brother ©winning lumpers True Shads and Spinning Steel, 
with his dam a winning polnt-tp- pointer, toote the pan. Tim Foraw's five-year-old shaped 
weU on hts s mg)a start so far when tatting the miner posiion behind EWtera Equname « 
a NH Flat event here ro January. He wiS have been well schooted for thrs hunatng bmv and 
Rchmd INiniwody takes the rifle. Cmamfl Steptoe has roso had just me one bumper ran. 
bashing 10th of 24 to Andanito at Newbury 18 days afp after drifting from 10-1 to 33- L 
Henrtena Knag’s five-year-pfcl, a FtalWno haif-wwhwto successtui iMtHere Loro Rdfe and 
Caswcil Quick Step, loota tl» oimkus one © come out second besL The two with hunfing 
experience have fritle to nscommend them with Little Court and Roger De Mowbray both 
hanimgbeen ttnreutfSy beaen in a> their ouun^. 

Selection: NOTH1NGTODOVWTHME 

TOTE CREDIT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5£00 added 


3JL5 


HUGH SUMNER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £4v000 added 
2m Penalty Value £2,723 

1 SW SUPFERV MAX (U) (D) IP M Ctekel R JuACf. 11 12 0 UAFfofriaM 

2 332356 PUPPIES (30) (CD) <E«5 of the 0» Mr C Hag*) M Chapman S 11 10 _ W WwtMgtoo 

3 03335-2 CBCUIATION (31) (D) uolr Stngeani 0 UcCan 9 10 13 DBri«aMar 

4 005-241 CYHLLHBBW ftR£) (13) IOi*niaei6 arvl Dreams Fatnenvpi Smoi Eats 6 10 9 -C 


3m Penalty Value £3,388 


1/LP3-11 BANKROLL (33) (D) flan S Sam) P Hour; 9 U 12., 
111214 HURT PMK[U) Oft JMCteei l HOto 10107 . 


,.J*eter Hobbs 
— lacquiOfim 
-MAHPgaraM 


G56F47 TRUST DSD (USD) (16) lUTOdn Enoconj S Hi^t 7 10 0. 

4 43 43TO JOWJ ROGH) W(HJ Mamas) H Mamas 9 100 

-4 declared - 

Mnfrrun ireigfic lOst True handfcep we&gs: Trust Deed 8sr John &t 11*. 

SETTING: 8-21 BMaloot, 54 Atbjr Pa*. 8-1 Tract DaaiL 20-1 John Roger. 

1994; Ebsshaw 12 11 13 G McCoun 2-1 (Capon T Ferros) 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A Flat winner for Charles Cyber's stable at fou, BANKROLL has wra done wefi over hur- 
dles std fences and is posed to complete a hat -men alter victories at Stratford in Sep- 
tember and Wncanfon lest month. The eigs-^ar-otd won easing up. despite a last-fence 
blunder on ihe former course, and came home by 25 (engUts an the Sometset trade after 
a mistake three out. Bankrod races off a 15fo higher mark than at Stratford, navmg gone 
up SB) etnee tad uma but should sdB be good enough- Eaky Park, a winner »er fences at 
Thurtes the season before laa. has scored four umes Ubs season ewer hurdles nonce hand- 
icaps at Southwell ana Newton Abbot and sailing handicaps ar Ser^tfieU and mnerswr 
but did not tump fluently when rewrtng to the larger obstacles and fourth behind Too Hush 
at Bongs 11 days ago. For the forecast Trust Deed is prefened, even rf ne b I5ib wrong 
m the wetgbts. He was short- headed by Bamtonn Balm a novice chase at Mneanun 16 
days ago with a 3tHength gap to the third. 

BANKROLL. 


_ ^ sfecfafud - 

BETTTtte 7-4 Cjpffl Haury. 9-4 CbodaUao, 4-1 SSppery Max, 5-1 Rapples. 

1994: Tmw Wwn Wan ilrei 5 11 7 J Rarttwi 5-2 iR T ndiipu B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

CyriD Henry, wfrtner of a couple of selling nurtffes in 1993-94, definitely had luck on his 
side wren recording he only chase success, two weeks ago at Fwmvefi, *nere Captain Ben 
was some tot* tenths dear and wrth the race at h« mercy only to break a shoulder stum- 
«mg after the final fence. Simon Earle's sd-year-oief m(^n wefl go in agsun off bottom weight 
here but RUPPLES is preterred. Micnael Chapman's charge, a course and cksunce scorer 
last season, gamed consecutive «rfns at Market Rasen and Cartmel in Ai®ist and has run 
some good races since, inducting a lour-iengh runner-up behind Freoptoe Run at CaroneS 
at the and of May and a third to Mr Enunaner and Maggots Green over two and o hart 
here last month. He can be fbipwn he. most recent run ufoen a 200-1 shot and unplaced 
to E&pi MN Prince at Ascol Dand Bndgwa»er is an unerasing oookmg for Gutger McCain's 
Cucutatkm but this rune-year -dd has not won lor some time and was a dtstano? behind 
Rucrotes at Cartmel. while he te only 9ib better off. snppety Max. who cxmokaias the quar- 
tet. bfondered and unsroppeo his Oder at me fifth m Mr Emertainer's race hroe ana Rup- 
ples should have the beating of mm on -41b more favourable terms. 

Selection; RUPPLES. 


3-45 


NORTON MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £2£00 added 2m 
Sf 110yds Penalty Value £2408 

re UUADHAl. ffTQ (20) <P D ftuOyl h Eafnp 6 11 4 LKmy 


0430-00 LYPHAnDS (MtE (U&liJ (38) (Mis G C Mcfenani I Geor^ 4 11 4 . 
PF0P54- VUAHS BRE 7 ORE) (157) U A MacheD K Bute 6 11 4.. 


J*A 


D Bentley 


000- tADV8HBTAX(31^(MrsJ5riefm)rTy UrsJS0e«Stnm51O13 . 

WORTH THE WAIT U Watons! H Mcc J 10 13 

-5 riadaed- 


.JHrJJMws 


.URJoimoMS) 


2.15 


BLANDFORD BETTING CONDUtONAL JOCKEYS’ SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2/400 added 2m Penalty 
Value £1^14 

652153- EXduaON {IB?) (D) Danes Bymw J Hahenar 6 12 0 P Tenney 

«u5i sOTMJWtram*^fttoi5iJ(renst5iti3 anrot« _ 

0-52«P SfflMG LOAD® (2Q 0 P IfoGcnon] J OShea 4 11 2 SQMByff) i 


BE7IMQ: 7-4 MMns Met, Ml^tenTs Fatda. « lafoduL 74 Wertli D» Wit S-l lady Broy- 
fsx. 

1994- no c ci resporang race 

FORM GUIDE 

h <s Ofltcutt to mate out a case lor any of these and the vote goes to LYPHARD'S FABLE, 
wno rimed a fltHe abrSty last term and has trotted better company In finishing wroiaewd 
in two runs this season. Villains. Brief, fourth to Struts Bay at Southwell m June and in firet- 
bn« bttiKere here, may bt baa of the rest wwte The Watt r«d Bvee Flat rac« last year 
and was not entaely dfscrtdrted In the laa of them when scah to On The Tide at Warwick. 
Selection: LYPHARD’S FABLE. 


4J3J BONUSPRINT WTERMEDiATE NATIONAL WJNT FLAT (CLASS 


321554 GRSTS SEAM) 0JSAJ TO TS^Hve Md3u^*U J A Hams 7 10 12 . — T Desewnt* (3) 

11-3554 BOtBaHN QUQSi £20) (Grrxjp 1 Racng(U34) LHfi JSpeame5 104 — SfUgMaa^I 


H) £1,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1,130 

0 A FEW DOLLARS MORE (BE) til) (The T 0 0 0 E ParaiBriND h Obei 5 11 2 . 


r9106.. 


15100. 


_PMcUmM*> 

-TBay 


000-U40 AL SHEET (OSAMmmfRJ Pin) R I 
00600-3 CRABMMST (ME) (U) ID ROMtS) F 1 

BETnNQ: M Scathed JUr, M EntattM, M Greerfs Seago, 5>l DnawU,6-lSfMiq(LA&d4d T 
7-1 Bobaalw Quaco, 12-1 « Stem. 

2994: no carespaidfig race 

- FORMGUHJE 

Backward when tmxatmg m she second-ias on her apenrtg wrong tte 3t Wwres- 
ter m Auset. Scordwd Air has an« wan at Hroftam and alBar^fir. Howwbt, in baareen. 
she cotid tosh only fifth to GREEN'S SEAGQ an the tarmor track, beaten 34 iengfos. and 
she has on*/ a 3b jdKtn&gge. True, Green's Sees? has tun unplaced n ns three races 
since that m-wwa but the last wo were In non-seterr. and he fan twfl m fimsrtng fifth to 
ValDe Rama at Sedgefidd antis pemtomate statL BccluMon, after making ai at 5 outh- 
in Hay. fnshed a wWbwttrt fifth ID Tsshrsef « a novice event at Ffertft and wound 
up with a thud to Cturtcan when dropped back to the fewest grata on the farmer course. 


COUORr HHSntEL (ME) (S * Dutch! s Doun 4 11 2 . 

BMCEf&D (K) (M Vtoreeaed ted T Ctnwe 5 11 2 . 

DO- LHMLUMDpflQ) ffrewr HemmiWSi M ttenmwM 5U2 A 

3- PROFESSOR PAGE ARE) Q4^ (T Ihomror fonesj t TTorrson Jews 5 11 2 

o iAwiaspijiSACacriBPittce4lJm 

0- 0NEM0RED*E(BIE)(UDU LNeattam) J NeednamblDU— 

-7<tacbred- 



iH0e*t5) 


BETTWa 4^ Profecnr Pass. 74 flraca&akt, ft-1 A Few Ddtaa Mon, Legal Urol, 10-1 Lady lots. 

lfi-1 One Mm Note, 20-1 Country HhutreL 

19W: Dute's Mart fliq 4 io 7 R Massey 2-1 (0 Nctafcom S ran 

FORM GUIDE 

PROFESSOR RALE, a sMri-JOTgth thrrd ol 13 behrnd Flaming GE#n at Edmbi^gh r ms 
Epnng on hfe tinge start sa far. looks the blaety wmnar. The remaining four with eaoerierce 
have Shown iroie and the fifoei Chanefrtraned newcomer Graeefleld, the mour* of the 
gxXf awatew mchard Johnson, may Da the one id chase the selection home. 

Selection: PROFESSOR PAGE. 


RACING RESULTS 



UIDLOWI 

SEDYKH 


101 20!li 

102 


FOLKESTONE 
1.00: 1. JERRVCUTRIMIA (A Whe»n)9-2; 

^JSSfSSSS St 

Trw £ 206 ^Ofpart 


CURRASHlrt 




day). 


Z30: 1. VIUAGENAIIVE iDBQH 7-2; 2. 
Bo«tial*al3-fi&vr3.MayQoBdaMaSMTl2- 
LBraa-lVa. OttforinlrdwnawiTi, StoJ- 
MIW.TWK £4.90: Clffl. £150,1180. DP. 
£4. 90. CSR £asa Trkx mia NR: Fjrmctt 
No 2 Farmasf 11411} wthdrwwj nor urw/s or- 
den. Rule 4 appBas to M flea, tfadutaion 5p 
titfie pound.. 

aott J. MUKAME IN Mare) lD-t 2. CM- 
ta ffima 12-u 3. Manmotia 5-L 14 ran. 3- 
1 ta* DecMTha Second (5ch). l^c. l y *. (M 
Johntton. Middleham). Tots: £7.lCH £2-10. 
£1031 £1-80. OF: £122J0. CSF: £126.65- 
incase £63238. Woe £303.00 [pWtwjn; pool 
of £65-36 croried forwanf to SMfle«teB 130 

todatfl. 

33KLE) I VOUOOR(MHEny)4-l:2.Nolh- 
tattflo«tl^i3.GharRtnBBl2-L<B«tak 
16-L 17 ra*. 3-1 tw Jenwna FuddtBdute. IV*. 
2 Vs. (R ersuftan. Bna tegs). Tote: £8.40; 
£2.40. £230. £aSQ £4.90. DP £49.10, CSF: 
&KUM. Ttesc T34Z27. Tta £328ifia f« tori- 
cgifooe /hero nosroibU for ronnw. 


44)0: 1-AYUNU (Dane tywso 14 1: 2. Fairy 
Koteiti2 :L-a*l»i*eteV«*«35-2:*aueB 
mSn 14-L IS ran. 13-8 fair bdhama. Nh. 1. 
(Swiatij, Nawmanwd. Wta: £31-50; £350. 
£430. £2.10, £4.10. DF: £10430. CSF; 
CU3A3a Tneasc £L27B.40i Tna £153.90. 
Juftpot: not won (red of £28,767.45 camad 
tawad to 5edfflWd fedByt. Qnodpot £144.80. 
Placspot £32SL0ft 
Haw & £3*2.45. Hiarefc H1S555. 

CARLISLE 

12AK X. MfilHt HUDDVPAWS tAMagUroi 
J-5 tov; 2- Ctaceic Croat 61; 3 . Avownat 7-1, 
6 f*L 15, 2. U Howard Johnson. OodiJ. Totes 
£ 120 : £1.10. £2.10. OF: £1.70 CSF: £ 3 . 09 . 

J.2B; 1. PEIEB (B Hens® 7-4. 2. Qyrocrak 
QronMa 3-1: 3. East Korroton 11-8 fi». s ran, 
1ft IS. ID Witons, JtawWl. TMee £2^0: £130, 
11.80. DF: £4430. CSF; £633. 

jjo: 1 - ADRIEN (Mr KWhdan) M tav, 2. 
ettmKasi-ii 3. TaBywflMarS-l. Bran. 1^. 
3V:, tMm 5 Brarrua. Thaw. Tcaro C2BO; £Z30. 
£1.60. DF; £6.20. CSF: ffl54. 


Z2K 1. ROMANY CREEK (B CMfonA 6-4 
Isk 2 . Mufti 2 - 1 : A Ccudoras 9-?. 6 ran, 
3Wa, 15. (G Bdding. FyfiekD Tota; £1.90; 
£1.40. £L50. DF: £2.20. CSF: £4.fi7. 

2J0: 1. HWHUND PARK W DdttarV 15- 
6 tair. 2. Explore Mondial 31; 3- Gymerak 
Cyrano B-l. Q ton. 10. lVt. (R CraggS, SroWf- 
fiekj). Tote: £1.10: £210, LL50. W; £3^0. 
CSf : £7.88. 

3^0: 1. STRONG APPROACH (B Storey) 3- 
f 2L Flash ta main 13-S fev; 3. Plals Min- 
stm 5-2. 4 rad. 13. 2V?. U Chartttn. 
Stecksfiekn. Tale: £3.70. DF: £4.oo. CSF: 
£B-03. 

330: 1 OHOPWELL CURTAINS [L Wytn 
6-4 tav; 2. Mate Sfoux 14-1: 3. Bowtaotta 
Country 40-1. 14 ran. 2. 6 . (M H LsX&tiy. 
MattiMj. Tota £2.40: £1-90. £3.10. ££.70. 
DF: £20.M. CSF; £23 Jt4. Tna. £90.60. 
Quadpot £21.40. Plocepot £31.70 
PUKO & £23.06. PIMM 5: £19.38. 


SOUTHWELL 

IKK 1 PWAAN (7 hasy 4-6 OK 2. MUBft 
5-1. 3. WhKtey Grange Boy 12-L 13 ran. Vi. 
4. IWHBfflSSl.Ttte! 0,70; £110. fJ-70. £210. 
DF: £3,4a CSF: £551. Trta £13.70. 

J.40: 1. FATHER DAN {KFMMI 6-1: 2- bv- 
Htaunneau 100-30 faro 3. Our Main Man 13- 
L 13 ran. i V 2 , 6. (Mas Gay KWoww). Tate: 
£4.70: £T^0. £1.50. £4.aa DF: £29 JO. CSF: 
£2358. Tnte £21520 (pari wt pod of £3334 
' ! 130 today:. Ml LMh 


Kay Letfy. HaJW Catch Nty L&t/ <SjJU was wrffr 
■ten not under oiiJbb. Hi* 4 does not awV 
210: 1. FAIR AND FANCY tMrs A Paroro *• 
i tar. 2. tjaO P- 1,‘2 foewk AQ 0 H Out 13-2; 4 . 
Krofirl 14-1. 17 ran. "ft. 2 V 2 . (D Ncnresi. Tote: 
££8ft £210. £3.20. £200. £33a DF: Cl L20. 
CSF: £53.90. Tntasc £292D4. Ira £10710. 

240: L IA PETITE FUSEE <R Hujhesl B- li 2 
Docph Wta 20- lJ 3. Brag® 11-4 taic 4. Leigh 
crofter 14- L 16 ran. 7, ’7 j. tBCFSUteanl.Tote: 
£8.40: 13X0. 14.40, £1.60. 0X80. DF: £16530. 
CSF: 066.74. Tncao: 1520.53. Tna O3L70. 


3-ltt 2 GROUND GAME (R 5-1 fair; 

2. Atmtio 9-4; 2 Oxgfsng 14-2 12 mrv N>. 
a . (D lotto). TotBC £210: £150. £270. £7.0a 
PP. £3.60. CSP £4.42 Tna £43 3a 
240: 1. DRAGOHJON(AMd3one) 2D-1- 2 
Tte Fufltanetadaah 72 fair. 3. TkJoi Ticka 
Tana* 12-1. IS ran. life Jft. \j P^yne). Tata: 
£^w£L«>, £L£0. £5.40. DF: £143.30. 
CSF; £90.78. Trio: £123.70. NR- Ron's Gem. 
No.9R0rt'S Gem (14/L net witiKkawn nor un- 
der Orders. Rule 4 Appies m afl bee. cfeduc- 
Dort 5p lit tftd pound. 

4.10: 2 ROOD MUSIC (K Fdcr.l 12 - 1 ; 2 
gMMman 12-1: 3. Lady stk 33-1; 4. Lucky 
Fucfcjr 121 is ran. iw is* Saracen Pftnoe. 

1 1 /*- |M Meagher)- Tote: £ 10 . 20 , £2.60. 
£5.50. £3.40. LL30. OF: £5850. CSF: 
“0L67- Treast £ 4 it& 53 . Tna na won ip ooi 
Of £61450 BcffliEd torwart to SedggfieU L30 


(kraqpots not nan (pool ce £34^0 earned for- 
ward to Sadgefeid today). Ptaeepoc £38.10. 
Place 6c £56.63. Pfoca & £45.03. 


Cowley 
saves the 
day for 
Sheffield 

Ice hockey 


STEVE P1NDER 


Sheffield Steelcrs will contest 
the Benson and Hedges Cup 
final next month against Not- 
tingham Panthers on home ice, 
but with the knowledge that pas- 
sionate Panthers fans, who also 
see the fixture as a local derby 
and have seen their side win in 
the ‘House of Steel 1 before, will 
match any noise the home sup- 
porters can offer. 

Sheffield had the hardest 
road to the final, trailing Fife 
Flyers 5-3 after the first leg of 
the semi-final. Icing their new 
import, the net minder Wayne 
Ccnvtcy, in a baptism of fire, they 
pulled hack one goal through 
Tommy Plommer. Bui Alistair 
Reid and Frank Morris put 
Fife three in front on aggregate 
halfway through the matchl 

Sfeelers pulled one back 
again, only for lain Robertson 
to restore Flyers' cushion. But 
as Fife tired the 7,000-slrong 
crowd got behind their team. 
With five minutes to go, Ron 
Shudra's goal made it all square 
at 8-8 on aggregate. 

Cowley earned his keep, sav- 
ing from Rr-benson with sec- 
onds left, and the match went 
inro sudden death overtime. It 
took five minutes of end-to-end 
hockey before Tony Hand 
scored for a 9-8 Sieelers win, 

Nottingham had the easier 
passage, with a 9-3 lead from the 
first leg. but Humberside kept 
the second leg respectable. 
They held Panthers 1-1 in the 
first period before losing the 
second and third periods 3-2 to 
make the score 7-5 on the night 
and 16-8 on aggregate. 

BENSON AND HEDGES CUP SemHnata 
socond leg; Saturday: SbeftkM 6 Fife 3 
isnetseu Mn^BcmagffveaiBi. Sunday: Na- 
Ungharn 7 Humberside 5 (Nbroogfiam win 
16-8 on j^graganw. 

BRITISH LEAGUE Prowler Dnrfeion: Satur- 
day: Basingstoke 2 Humberade 6; Mittor 
itivnes 6 Cart iff 9: Noibngnani 13 Newcastle 
3: btotifjt 5 Dumam 10. Sunday. Basm^tote 
S Stoujji 1: Cardiff & Sheffield 4: Newcastle 
2 Durham 9. First Division: Saturday: 
Erflin jam 2 Manchester 13: BfocMjo m 11 
Metfwav 5: Guddfort 10 Pereroorou^t 1: Mir- 
rayteid' 4 Chdmslort 3: Soitfofl 4 Dumfries 
.1 Swintfro 6 P3L«de>- 5; TeWoiti 6 BracKneS 
. Sunday: Bfllmgrarn 9 Murayfield2: Black- 
Bum 8 Guildford 5; Bracknel 11 Svrotdon 2: 
Dumfoes UCheimstardO: Manchestra 15Sofr 
tiuil 1“ Medway l Tettord 6: Peterborough 4 
Paisleys. 


Hawks 
swoop on 
top spot 


Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

Oxford Hawks moved one point 
clear at the top of the Nastro 
Azzuito South Premier follow- 
ing their 4-1 win against Fare- 
ham during the weekend’s 
programme. Thanks lo a cou- 
ple of goals from Tony Silman 
and one each from Chris A r- 
mitage and Simon Mott, Hawks 
were always in command, al- 
though Tim Tavender scored a 
consolation goal for Farehara. 

Gore Court, who had led the 
way. were held to a goalless 
draw bv newly promoted Beck- 
enham. Second-placed Lewes 
could do no better than draw 
with last year’s champions. 
High Wycombe, who have 
been going through a difficult 
pa ichT losing several key play- 
ers when they did not win 
through to the National League 
in the play-offs. 

Lewes were well in control, 
following a 1 5 ih -minute goal 
from Colin Edwards, until the 
Wycombe captain, Paul Brown, 
slammed home a 53rd-minute 
penalty corner. 

Ipswich have opened up a five 
point lead in the Adnams East 
Premier after their 4-1 win 
against Redbridge and Ilford, 
with the prolific goalscorer 
Andy Cook getting another 
brace. Richard Blackford and 
Andy Beresford completed the 
scoring. Shuhel Ullah levelled 
the scores prior lo the interval 
before Ipswich raced away. 
Cambridge City, 4-2 winners at 
Bedford, are in second place. 

With leaders Weston-super- 
Mare going down 6-1 at the 
hands of visiting Robinsons, 
Bath Buccaneers' 2-0 victory at 
home lo Exeter University put 
them back in the No 1 spot is 
the SunLife West of England 
and South Wales Premier. 

In the Midlands. Notting- 
ham scraped a 2-1 win against 
Loughborough Students to stay 
top, while in the North, Ben 
Rhv deling kept themselves three 
points clear of Formby, follow- 
ing their 2-1 win at Harrogate. 
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'We played the expansive game in 
matches we revetted to the 10-man 
to Rob Andrew. It was so frustrating, 
kept telling Rob to pass but, when " 





when it came to 
that was down 



times came 


we 
he kicked’ 


FACE TO 
FACE 


Mike Catt, England’s 
new stand-off, 
wants to lead his 
team into an era 
of expansion. 

Ian Stafford met him 


S f you stand outside the main 
office at Bath RFC and ex- 
amine the Recreation Ground, 
it leUs you everything you need 
to know about a changing sport 
in this country. 

To the (eft stands row after 
row of temporary seating, low 
and dominated by scaffolding 
with the city's grassy recre- 
ation area immediately behind 
it. Ah. the good old amateur 
game. Kick "the ball over this 
metal monstrosity and. given 
half a chance, the kids will run 
off with it. 

Bui immediately in front of 
you lies the club's new', and 
highly impressive stand, com- 
plete with row after row of cor- 
porate boxes. The "Teachers 
Stand" - named after the 
whisky sponsors and not rugby 
coaches - is a testament to the 
"new" game rapidly emerging. 

So. loo. is Mike Call, the 24- 
year-old Bath and England 
stand-off, and a professional 
product manufactured long be- 
fore the idea came into being. 
You cannot actually escape the 
man at (he Recreation Ground 
mainly because posters are 
placed ail over the shop adver- 
tising his book. The Quest for the 
Ultimate Grand Slam , out next 
week. Oh yes. Mike Catt em- 
bodies everything about the pro- 
fessional game of rugby union. 

A South African who came 
to England in 1992 and within 
a short space of time played for 
Bath, England Undcr-21s and 
the full national team, Catt will 
face his old country next week- 
end in his favourite position for 
the first time at international 
level. Yet. as Michael Cor- 
leone once said: “It’s not per- 
sonal. it’s strictly business". 

“I’ve always wanted to be a 
professional sportsman, ever 
since I can remember.” he ex- 
plains fresh from a training 
schedule. "As kids, all my three 
brothers and I did back home 
in Port Elizabeth was play 
sport Rugby, soccer, athletics, 
triathlon, you name it we did 
it. I didn't want to work for a 
living. I wanted sport to be my 
job." 

But it was rugby, of course, 
that young Catt and his mates 
worshipped in a land where the 
sport has always been a religion. 
“Sure, 1 dreamed of scoring a 
winning try in the green. 
Springbok jersey. Wc all did. 1 
was still dreaming about it 
three years ago.” 

What changed, though, was 
his inability to prosper back 
home, and a chance created dur- 
ing a visit to Bath to see his 



Mike Catt has always felt at home at the Recreation Ground, where the team and the dub are adapting qiacfcfy to the games new status 


grandparents. "I played for 
Eastern Province as fly-half un- 
til I was dropped just before I 
left for England," he continues. 

“We kept losing every match. 
At club level you put your box- 
ing gloves on and beat the 
crap out of each other. After a 
few weeks in Bath, I went 
down to the dub and bad a cou- 
ple of sessions. As soon as I saw 
the likes of Jerry Gusoott and 
Stuart Barnes, I knew this was 
the place where my rugby was 
going to improve. After one 
game for Bath, 1 was selected 
for the England Under-21 
team. That made me decide to 
stay and play my rugby here.” 

It seemed like a strange ad- 
mission coming from a South 
African. Why would he give the 
northern hemisphere amateurs 
the nod over the professionals, 
in every sense of the word, back 
home? “It would have taken me 
another four years to have 
made the Springbok team, if at 
all. Td have been looking at the 
1999 World Cup, not this 
year’s. 

“Let’s just say that political- 
ly the odds were stacked against 
me. I'm an EP man, not some- 
one from Transvaal, and I was 
an English-speaking South 
African. Not many of those 
around in the national team! In 
the end 1 didn't care whether I 
played rugby in a green, white 
or pink jersey. I just wanted to 
play at the highest level.” 

His wish came true, making 


the England fulR>ack position 
his own for 12 caps, thanks 
mainly to his exciting, running 
style of full-back play. Through- 
out this time ft was Catt who 
took the most professional 
stance out of ail the England 
team. 

MIKE CATT ON 
NATIONALITY 

Tm still a South 
African. Always have 
been, always will be. 
But the important 
point is that Ml 
always give 100 per 
cent to England... 
There’s no way I 
would try harder for 
South Africa’ 


Tm still a South African," he 
tells you. “Always have been, al- 
ways will be. But the important 
point to make is that I’ll always 
give 100 per cent to England. I 
perform as a professional, and 
that means that there’s no way 
I would uy harder if I played for 
South Africa. The way 1 see it, 
I might have dreamt of working 
for Dunlop, but ended up at 
Pirelli. 

“I might still like to play For 


South Africa, but there’s no way 
I ever will. My future’s with 
England and F-nglfch rugby. I’ve 
spent 90 per cent of my fife in 
South Africa, so Tm not just 
going to leave it, but that has 
no influence whoa 1 walk on to 
a rugby pitch.” 

It is pretty obvious that this 
is a crucial point he wants to get 
across. In this new. corporate 
world, players like Catt no 
longer need to find passion for 
a country or a cause. He is a pro- 
fessional and as far as he is con- 
cerned that ends all arguments. 
With this in mind it is no won- 
der he sides with Devon Mal- 
colm and Phil DeFreitas over 
their successful battle in the 
courts against Wisden for what 
were deemed racist comments. 

“I agree completely with 
Malcolm and DeFreitas," he 
says. “If you don’t perform 
100 per cent, you’re laying 
your place, your reputation 
and your livelihood on the 
line. Don’t tell me people don’t 
give their all because they were 
born in a different country, 
because that’s a load of crap.” 
He pauses before delivering 
the final verdict. “If they’d 
said the same about me. I’d 
have sued them as well.” 

All this may sound aggres- 
sive, bnt Catt is actually in high 
spirits, and not just because he 
is the new England stand-off. 
“I didn’t want to say this before 
the team was chosen, just in 
case I stayed at full-back, but 


I wanted both myself and Jon 
Callard playing.” 

No. Catt is upbeat because 
he is already enjoying the new 
era. “I packed in my job as a 
marketing executive before the 
World Cup to concentrate on 
last-minute preparations, and 
also because I had a fair idea 
everything would change 
afterwards.- 

“Now, I love my new life. I 
don’t have to feel guilty and 
plead with my boss for extra 
time off work. 1 can do exactly 
what I tike, when I like. I 
means I can train property 
without feeling knackered 
after a day in an office and, as 
a result, I feel a lot fitter.” 

It has produced without 
doubt a better player. “For a start 
Fm mentally sharper. Before, Td 
get home on a Friday night 
after a bard week in the office 
and think: *God, I've got toplay 
rugby tomorrow.’ It was difficult 
to pick yourself up for iL 

“Now I really look forward 
to Saturday, because your 
whole week is geared towards 
the game, and because it is such 
good fun to play for Bath this 
season.” 

This season, as opposed to 
last season, then? “In a sense 
yes, because we’ve all come 
back from the World Cup 
knowing that the only way the 
northern hemisphere can take 
on the rest is by pitying the ex- 
pansive game, which is what 
we’re doing at Bath. We’re 


letting our talent come out, 
whereas last season we never 
relaxed, and worried too modi 
about the World Cup.” • 
Wewill see inore evidence of 
this at Twickenham, where an 
England side fielding Catt at 
stand-off, rather than die re- 

MIKE CATT ON 
THAT PIZZA AD 

A lot of the players 
have commented 
that it’s admitting 
defeat. They’ve 
taken offence to it... 
If Lomu ever comes 
up against Tony 
again, he’ll have an 
even bigger upper 
hand now* 


cently retired and increasingly 
maligned Rob Andrew, intends 
to throw the ball around, and 
actually employ its world-class 
backs. But surely it did not take 
the Wbdd Qip to work this out? 

“No, the pltyers all knew be- 
fore. TTial’s why we played the 
expansive game in training, 
but when it came to the actu- 
al matches we reverted to the 
10-man game, and that was 
down to Rob. 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


“It was so frustrating. I re- 
member especially during the 
Five Nations game- against 
Wales, when there were so 
many opportunities out wide. 
I was screaming for the ball 
from Rob, we all were. In all 
our matches, we kept telling 
Rob to pass bnt, when the 
times came, he kicked. 

“I talked to Jerry Gusoott 
about it, and he told me. “I've 
had to put up with it for five 
years, so I don’t worry about iL” 
He's sick and tired of chasing 
balls, and I totally agree with 
him. Jerry and Will Girlmg are 
the best centres in the world, 
but they haven’t been allowed 
to cut loose, and that boils 
down to one man. 

“Don’t get me wrong, Rob's 
also won a lot of game for Eng- 
land, and he’s gone out at (he 
top, but you can’t have a lack- 
ing fly-half any more.” 

Ironically, Andrew’s win- 
ning drop-goal against Australia 
in the World quarter-final was 
just about the only bright mo- 
ment of what turned out to be 
a miserable English campaign. 
It highlighted, according to 
Catt, another failing. 

“We treated the game like 
the final, and never recovered. 
In general, English sportspeo- 
ple don’t possess a mental 
toughness, fve grown up else- 
where. in far more competitive 
surroundings, so 1 believe I’m 
different in this department 

“Look at Epgland’s tour to 


ona great display. ^tthe n ^ 
weet in the second rest, 
^rementaDy drained, «**»[ 
do a thing right, and 
. stuffedAn English side can i 
pick itself up twice in a row- 
1 The resulting seminal 
against New 2 ^and therefon. 
turned into an embarrassing 
cwre-sided affair, thanks largely 

to Jonah Lomu who, in sconnt 

his first try, memorably used 
Catt as a doormat on his way 

to the line. . , . 

Td never even beard or we 
cuy until a week before wc faced 
him, and never actually saw- him 
until the night before. Call 
admits. “We sat down to waten 
a video of New Zealand vera» 
Scotland, and I saw what the 
rpan did to Gavin Hastings- » 
thought if he can do that to him. 
whaPs he going to do to me. 
Then I told myself that be 
wouldn’t gel the opportunity, 
and he shouldn’t have done. 

“As far as I can see. tne 
Lomu tries were mainly down 
to one individual- He had a 
number of chances to dose 
him down, but instead gave 
him space, and that made the 
m.-m uns toppable. I accept that 
I should have held Lomu, or at 
least done something to him 
over that first try, but in trying 
to balance hims elf up from 
stumbling, he didn’t even see me 

until his shoulders thumped 
into me. He should have been 
taken out before he got to me. " 

If you have not guessed, by 
the way, then Call is talking 
about his England colleague. 
Tbny Underwood. What, then 
does he make of the pizza 
advertisement on television, 
involving Tbny, Roty Linder- 
wood, their Mum. and Lomu? 

“It doesn't bother me much, 
but 1 know that a lot of the play- 
ers have commented lhaL it's 
admitting defeat. They’ve tak- 
en offence to iL and don’t like 
it at alL If Lomu ever comes up 
against Tbny again, he'll have an 
even bigger upper hand now.” 

Tough talking, then, from the 
man who, injury and form per- 
mitting, might well prove to be 
the pivotal point of English 
rugby into the next century. It 
all begins at Twickenham, 
against the world champions. 

“We know that we're still ca- 
pable of beating any ream in the 
world, and 1 believe our backs 
are good enough to succeed the 
first time we play an expansive 
game. Yes, of course, we can 
beat South Africa." 

What, though, in this new- 
professional era. will Catt do if 
the unthinkable happens, and 
he is dropped? 

He fixed you with a com- 
pelling look, and delivers a re- 
ply brimming with utter 
conviction. “Oh, well, you see, 
Td get straight back in the 
side.' I've been dropped once in 
my life, by Eastern Province. I 
hated it I’m not saying HI nev- 
er get dropped. But if 1 do, it 
won't be for long." 

Nothing personal just strict- 
ly business. 



absence from The Stoop was a solitary protest 


On Saturday, the obvious at- 
traction in London was Harle- 
quins and Leicester at The 
Stoop. I decided to forgo it and 
take myself off instead to Old 
Deer Park to see London 
Welsh play Richmond in the 
Pilkingfon Cup. 

1 had several reasons for this 
course of action. The 2.U5 kick- 
off did noL particularly suit my 
movements but. moreover, I 
do not see why the Courage First 
Division clubs should be pre- 
pared to abase themselves be- 
fore Rupert Murdoch to the 
extent of starting one of their 
matches early simply for the con- 
venience of Sky Television. 

Indeed. I am told that Sky is 
shortly to insist on a nine- 
minute break at half-time to al- 
low advertisements to be 
shown. This will presumably 


mean that the players will have 
to return to their dressing- 
rooms, as they do in football. 
Television really will have tak- 
en over rugby union. 

So my absence from The 
Stoop was a kind of solitary and 
silent protest. I also wanted to 
watch a different sort of rugby 
for a change. For there is no 
doubt about iL there is some- 
thing tedious about the 
Courage First Division. The 
competition is dominated by 
four clubs - Bath, Harlequins, 
Leicester and Wasps - with 
Bristol coining up on the blind 
side, and Paul Turner of Sale the 
most popular boy in the school. 

Why, I hear you ask, did 
Turner win only three Welsh 
caps, one of them as a re- 
placement, and that was six sea- 
sons ago? The reason is that be 


played for Newbridge, rather 
than for Cardiff, Llanelli or 
Swansea, and then flitted about 
like a flying Welshman. 

London Welsh were one of 
those clubs with whom Turner 
briefly sojourned. On Saturday, 
it was quite like old times. 
The stand was full, “Calon 
Lan" was sung, the referee 
was abused in traditional fash- 
ion and Welsh duly won 27-12. 
They won in some style too. 
The handling put to shame all 
the First Division clubs I have 
seen this season, with the pos- 
sible exception of Bath. 

Why is iL I have wondered, 
Saturday after Saturday, in this 
lovely, golden autumn -no rain, 
no snow - that players who are 
in or near the England squad 
cannot perform the most fun- 
damental movement in rugby 



A LAN 'WAT KINS 


on rugby 

football, which is to give and 
take a pass ? 

There was an example in the 
Harlequins-Lciccstcr match, 
which I saw on Rugby Special. 
Will Carting passed the ball to 
Daren O'Leary somewhere just 
above or behind O'Leary's left 


shoulder, when his progress to 
the line was unimpeded. Now 
Carling should never have de- 
livered such a rotten pass. But 
at the same time a wing with in- 
ternational pretensions such 
as O’Leary should have been 
able to take it somehow. 

This brings me to an English 
selection for the South African 
match which has aroused sur- 
prisingly little comment: that of 
Damian Hopley in place of the 
injured Tony Underwood. Jack 
Rowell and previous England 
selectors seemed determined to 
play him on the wing, as they 
also do Ian Hunter. But Hop- 
Icy is a centre, while Hunter is 
a full-back. 

There are three wings from 
Bath alone - Audlcy Lumsden. 
Adedayo Adebayo and Jon 
Sleigh tholmc - any one of 


whom could have filled Un- 
derwood’s position with dis- 
tinction. even though the last 
two are happier on the left 
wing. 

But the unluckicst player of 
all is surely Underwood’s 
Leicester colleague, Steve 
Hackney, who has just won the 
Rugby Special “Try of the 
Month” competition twice in 
succession - for what that 
may be worth - and is, in the 
opinion of many good judges, 
Underwood's superior as a 
player. 

I have already mentioned 
handling as one area where the 
Fust Division fails to come up 
to standard. That is the fault 
of the pltyers and coaches. But 
there is another, more serious 
aspect of the modem game 
where, although the players 


are certainty blameworthy, the 
chief culprits arc the referees: 
the constant cynical abuse of 
the offside laws, mainly by 
back-row forwards. Richmond 
were flagrantly guilty of this 
practice last Saturday. The 
referee did little to stop the 
abuse. 

Yet another, although per- 
haps less serious, cause for con- 
cern is the lack of consistency 
in the referees’ application of 
the advantage law. The late 
Reginald Paget, a leading QC, 
once told me that the secret of 
being a successful barrister 
was to know your judges - be 
familiar with their likes and dis- 
likes. their funny little ways, lb- 
day, it seems, the secret of 
being a successful rugby play- 
er is increasingly to know your 
referees. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 urtaz stiteo 

COCA-COLA CUP THIRD ROUND 
Reefing v Buy (7.45) 


COCA-COLA CUP rKJRD-ROUND REPLAY 

Bradford City « Norwic h (7-45) 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHOD FIRST ROUND 

Hartlepool v Blackpool 

Burnley v Chester 


Notts County v Stocfcport (7.45)- 

Darflngton « Lincoln . 


Vo* v MonsfioM (7.45) 

Preston « Scarborough 

Carlisle v Doncaster (7.45) 

Leyton Orient v Shrewsbury (7.45) . 

GiBngtunn v Hereford (7.45) 

Northampton v Plymouth (7.45) — 
Willson V Wycombe (7.45) 


Exeter v Bournemouth (7.45) 

Bristol Revere « Cambridge Utd , 

Barnet v Oxford utd (7.45) 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 
Motherwell v Hearts (7-45) 


GM VAIUMALL CONFERENCE Spatting 
Cha llgn a c Cop Brst mini second leg So#y 

bntfae ID v Mentrcamoe i4> 17.451. 




FA UMBRG TROPHY Second qualifying 
round replays Sudbury Town v SafatMy; Ox- 
lord City v Watttn and Horsham (7.45): Len- 
caster v Cunon Ashton; Ctesham v Chwtsey. 
UWBOND LEAGUE Premier DMelon: Leetrv 
9f*BbQiou0). nmtDMxfaa Cun first round: 
Nhmon LR vCttigeSJT; Haetwoad v Wbilanaon: 
ImaJln Utd v Bradford Pan- Avenue. 

BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE Hdbmd DMatoo: 
Bitsaxi v Suntn CcUhekk Buctol^am Town v 
SoUjul Botw^j; Leicester Utd v Carry. Soath- 
4- Entti and Betvedare v Watertoowle 
|7.45l. Or Martens Cup Itret mad second 
5 ? Of 5 ** 1 U» * Forest Grom Rouen i 2 i: 
Fleet JZi vFarefram <2i i7.45i; Weymouth RJ) 
» BashKy (3) (7 45l. 

KHS LEAGUE Second Dntofoic EtJarap v 
Chestuxrt. Third Otvfaioa: feetey v Easom and 
Ewet Clapton * Harlow; tare/vm v Em Thra 

^ ““"a «»■■* 

Barton » Bjhwrh; Bttfloro » Torong; Leather 
head * htartaw. Cerium Ctq> mt round: AUv- 
*h« v Bromley: Basnsao** v whuteiedte; 
Beffchsnstea u Yearfcg; lMndj£ v Harrow Bor- 
rx^i. Carlton Trophy tint rotaidi Berwwd 

v Windsor and eun: Owlfort St Peter v Crou 

don; Cove v Flactaudl Heath. 

GREAT MILS LEAGUE Proodor Kvfckm: 
Braol Manor Farm v Chpyoraum; Mamj. 
held v PbuHotl 


MTERLML EXPRESS MDIAND ALLMHC& 
Bowes v ShepSwdr BeMmera v SanMt Sw- 
fwd v KncMey Athletic: Wes UtSends Potce 
v OkUxny. leaftie Cup Bret round replay: 
WilenhaD » Rocester. Second round: Stapen- 
haflvBotahatL 

JEWSOfl EASISW LEAGUE Plunder DMrioro 

Faherrtm v Gres* Ytarmoum,- Walton v Soham: 
Woodbnfip v Hatfle^L 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Fbat Di- 
vision: Gtassoo U Baade: H«*ei Old Boys v 
Ftan (7.45): Mosdey v Salford; Traitor! v Pen- 
nth 17.45). 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Plunder 
□Mrion: MafttoyuThacMey. Lua®roCupaoO- 
ond rouKh BetpOt v Pontefract. 

UNUET SUSSEX COWilY LEAGUE FM Di- 
vision: Crowborou^i * iwwwy: Horeham 
TMCA v Oafcwood: Po0mm « Srxahwx*. 
HBKWARD UNITED COUNTIES LoeCuo Cup 
Second nut Boston Town v Haironoy. 
LEAGUE OF WALES League Cup Bret round: 
Ffcrtt v Cornu's Quay Nomads: Caetsws v 
Uarsamffrart A tan Leo v Dane*. 

B0A0 GMS UACUE CUP Rnal swmd le^ 
Sretbowna (Of v Sk$> Rovers 11). 

PRESS AND JOURNAL fSOHLAKP L aegro 
Op Seu*ftac± Fores Meehwros vCatadonian 
Thette. 


PONTHS LEAGUE First DW n luc Duty v 
Blackburn (7.01. Seco nd DMMoo: Grvraby v 
HUI (70). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMATHN first Di- 
vtetoK Portsmouth y W k iUedu i 17.0); Queens 
Park Ranffre * Taoutoam (7.0) (at Hamar Sor- 
ougfd: Watford v Swtndon (2.0); West Ham u 
Chefs aa (7.0). S econd Division Lease Cu 
Tort; uay v Swansea (7.0i. 

FA YOUTH CUP Fk9t round: Colchester v Pe- 
terborough: Leeds Uta v Barnsley (7.0). 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCHES: Lianelr v Fj (2 JO): CaTOUT V 
Gnquaiand Wed ISA) t745> 

CLUB MATCHES.- Aberoynon * Troorriiy l7.0t: 
Carreno^ UhterUy v Msthamoon (7 JSh Cjo® 
Keys v Bfcma (7.0); Maaswg u Swansea (7.0 r. 
Mourran Ash v PonryprCd |7.0); Ncun v Odord 
UmueraTy (7.0); Pootypool v NewemgB [7.01; 
South Wales Pnfcco v Bnd&nd (7 0). 


Otfier sports 


TABLE TENTHS: European LeaSie (Mtton 
Kryne&j: England v BSpum. 

KE SNUBKi Bnssn F«ab Staling ad kc Dance 
C ha mtsonVTO (BaangaHicl. 


Hussain puts England A in charge 




Karachi Combined XI 204 
England 279-9 


Nasser Hussain continued his 
impressive slart lo the England 
A lour of Pakistan as his side 
took a 75-run first innings lead 
on the second day of their four- 
day match against a Combined 
XI in Karachi yesterday. 

Hussain hit his third succes- 
sive half-centuiy as England A 
closed on 279 for 9 in reply to 
the home side's 204. 

The Essex batsman made 89 
and was the one player to 


dominate a tidy Combined XI 
attack. Coming in after an 
opening stand of 67 between 
Nick Knight and Anthony Mc- 
Grath, Hussain played with 
great maturity. 

England, who were faltering 
at 191 for6atonc point, were 
also boosted by the efforts of 
spinners Ian Salisbury (27) and 
Shuan Udal (26 not out) who 
added late runs. 

Shahid Khan was the most suc- 
cessful bowler for the Com- 
bined XI with 4 Cor 71, but the 
spinner Nadeem Khan was the 
most persistent, sending down 41 
overs and conceding just 95 
runs. 


(Sgeontfijyaf tourGamMrwj W won rosy 
ORWUNfcDXl - Ftrat hmhigs 204 (Satetejry 

eNOANDA-Ftatlrortvs 
f»*sr-xgrc 47 kx O] 

? Xfogn c Mahrood Jj ShahkJ Kh»i .36 

A McGrath c Wami b Nadeetn Khan .... 30 
-N Hussan Ibw b Shatad Kiwi '"S 

DPOMerbShoiMKhen q 

iCPooiey b Athei Laeea " Vo 

RC Irani fawb5luM Not ■"“S 

-tK! t 3” r . c S * l “! b 

1 D h SaUMy b TauSq Ba«r„„ «>, 

S O tidal no* ouL £1 

A M Smith c « o Taufiq Bader- T 

e s h Gem rxa oulIzz.:::: -S 

Extras (bio. w7. nb7)..- 

Total (for 9, US owen) -24 

5-lfs8 ' 

5f^«-™ifasssKS: 

ft*®". Shahid 
Mohammed. Azam Not, So- 
Jaffa, Mahmood Hamid, tWasimreus^ 

Ihaphta: SaDm Bad* and Islam Wot. 


Saints’ 

summit 

meeting 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 

pie Pflkington Cup took on thi 
look of a summit meeting whei 
the First Division leaders, Bath 
were drawn at home in thi 
fourth round to Northampton 
who bead the Second Division 
It should be an intriguin' 
match. Saints arc avera ging mon 
than 50 points a game as they bk 
to bounce straight back into thi 
top flight, while Bath hav) 
topped a half-century in threi 
league matches themselves. 

lan McGeechan, Saints’ dj 
rector of coaching, was stoica 
when he said: “It’s the most dif 
ncult tie we could have got, bu 
we arc playing well and goinj 
away adds spice. It will be ; 
good game - they are playinj 
well, but so are we.” 

The pair have met twice ft 
the Iasi five years. Bath - nine 
times winners of the knock-ou 
competition - overcoming th< 
1991 losing finalists on each oc 
casion. Wasps, beaten by Bail 
ui last season’s final, travel U 
bale. Leicester travel to Exeter 
who they thrashed 76-0 in u,. 
quarter-finais four seasons ago 
^equins have a tricky tic 

vNwOwmjMon: Bedfcrt v Wbree^Btek 









+ 





f 






27 



’’Ll 

I*- e£V > • - . 


birdie barrage earns his first US victory 


. a V^ e rain-shortened event, while Ihe 

- • : >. " dS n^ m^, he thrce P utt5 > second-round Jcader Jimenez 

Bw&Nobflo, of New Zealand, Fmm*snT !ri, ' 1 5 eent * ast * ,c (73)andZimbabwc’sMarkMc- 
: a dramatic one-stroke in^^? ur l lalwarthe,don Nulty (67) tied for second on 209. 

• victory to rob the Spaniard Am S n Qfs! v,ctoI ? ° n Nobilo collected £235,000, 

i « • - dte biggest payday of his career, 

u s lovely to win m Ameri- For his second victory of the year. 
J was just thinking the oth- He won the European Tour’s 

mem that iw wnn mirv r* • 




victory to rob the Spaniard 
.. Angel Jimenez in the 

Sarazeo'SIforidOpeninBrasel- 
forCGeoigia, on Sunday night. 
- -.I^obilOj three strokes behind 
-with five holes to piay, charged 
info the lead with three con- 
.. /secutive birdies starting at the 
. 14thh'oIe. 


ca. 

er night that IVc won 
everywhere except Japan and 
America," Nobilo said after u 
closing faur-under-par 68. 

. Th fi Zealander finished 

with an eight-under 208 in the 


BMW International Open in 
Munich in July. “This is almost 
what I won in Europe the entire 
year,” said Nobilo, 35, who has 
been struggling recently while 
working on a swing change. 


His victory completed a great 
weekend for New Zealand golf, 
coming only hours after his 
compatriot Michael Campbell 
won the Alfred Dunhill Masters 
in Indonesia. Nobilo and Camp- 
bell will team up to represent 
New Zealand in the World Cup 
of golf in Shenzhen. China, 
starting on Thursday. 

Jimenez fell behind with bo- 
geys at the 15th, where he three- 
pultcd, and the 1 7th. where he 
made a mess of a chip, and 


missed a 20-foot birdie chance 
at the final bole which would 
have put him into a play-off. 

Sam Torrance, of Scotland, 
who was alongside Nobilo 
overnight at four strokes off the 
lead, could only manage a final- 
round 74 to finish on 214, the 
same total as Paul Gjitv, of Eng- 
land, who finshed with a 70. 

Nobilo's presence in Shen- 
zhen will be a boost for the first 
major professional tournament 
in China, which yesterday lost 


Ian Woosnam. He withdrew af- 
ter reportedly Jelling his Welsh 
team-mate, Mark Mouland; 
“You're better off without me." 

Rather than flying on from 
Indonesia, where he shot a 
closing 77 in the Alfred Dunhill 
Masters , the former world 
No I asked to be booked on the 
next available plane back to 
Britain where he will see a spe- 
cialist after a recurrence of 
back trouble. 

Phillip Price, 110th on this sea- 


son's European money fist, has 
agreed to stand in at short no- 
tice. although MouJand, who fin- 
ished joint second in Indonesia, 
said: “There won't be much 
time for him to acclimatise and 
get used to the time difference." 

Woosnam was only five 
strokes off the lead in Jakarta 
with a round to go, bul had al- 
ready voiced his intense dislike 
of the humid conditions which 
made coping with his injury 
more difficult. On the final day 


he slumped 17 shots behind the 
winner. 

Barry Lane shot a third suc- 
cessive 69 bul had to settle for 
joint second place at the Ka- 
pahia International tournament 
in Hawaii The 35-year-old Mid- 
dlesex player was tied with the 
Americans Russ Cochran and 
Jim McGovern on a 17-under- 
par total of 273 - two strokes be- 
hind Jim Fuiyk. who finished 
with a 70 for a tournament 
record total. 


Animal’ caught 
out by broken toe 


Football 

The woes of the Flamengo 
striker Edmundo, who was ac- 
cused last week of making an 
obsence gesture to rival fans 
during a game, continued when 
he broke his toe in his side’s 
game against Intern acional. 

: The player nicknamed “the 
Animal*’ was taken off jusi be- 
fore half-time on Sunday after 


being injured in a clash with the 
Paraguayan defender. Carlos 
Gamarra, who had marked him 
out of the game. He is expected 
to be out of action for six weeks. 

The Brazilian Championship 
match ended goalless, leaving 
Flamengo with only a slim 
chance of winning Group A in 
the competition’s second stage, 
in which teams from the dif- 
ferent groups raceu and earn- 
ing a semi-final place. 


Scotland’s door still 
open for Ferguson 


PHIL SHAW 


Although he languishes in 
prison, Scotland have not 
locked the door on Duncan Fer- 
guson. After naming his squad 
for the final European Champ- 
ionship qualifying fixture 
against San Marino yesterday, 
Craig Brown stressed that the 
birdman of Bar linni e was still in 
his thoughts. 

j 77te pigeon-fancying Everton 
t forward, jailed for head-butting 
an opponent, has not played for 
% Scotland this year. But by sug- 
gesting there was still hope for 

- him, and intimating that Eom 
• Jess would partner Scott Booth 

- against Group Eight's bottom- 
, placed team at Hampden Park 

a week tomorrow. Brown ef- 
fectively conceded that he is no 
closer to a settled attacking 
duo; 

The Scotland manager ston- 
ed the campaign with Dunam 
Shearer and Andy Walker as his 
from two. Since" then, he has 
tried permutations involving 
Ferguson, John McGinlay. Dar- 
ren Jackson, John Robertson, 
Ally McCoist. John Spencer 
and Booth, without being sat- 
isfied by the chemistry. 

Only Booth, the Premier Di- 
vision’s top scorer with eight 
goals, has done enough to be a 
certainty for the finals if, as an- 
ticipated, the Scots’ place is con- 
firmed against San Marino's 
part-timers and amateurs, it is 


an indication of Brown’s in- 
creasingly pressing need to find 
a suitable foil thal he has now 
broughL in Jess. 

Eight previous caps failed to 
coax a goal from the 24-year-old 
Aberdeen player. Moreover, 
Jess now plays his club football 
in midfield, a department where 
Scotland's first-choice quartet 
is firmly established. 

“I’ve told Eoin he has a far 
higher chance of playing up 
front," Brown said. “If he 
proves himself in this game 
and keeps his form throughout 
the season, the chance is there 
for him and Booth to prove 
they’re our main strikers.” 

Brown added, however, that 
he had not forgotten the likes 
of Ferguson, McCoist and 
Kevin Gallacher, who has been 
troubled by injuries at Black- 
burn. As many as 16 of the 22- 
strong pool would be in his 20 
for England, he said, although 
he would also be looking for 
younger players to break into 
the reckoning for the World 
Cup qualifiers which start next 
autumn. 

SCOTLAND squad (European Ctump- 
ionsfav Group Efifrt v San Marino, Ham- 
pden Park, 1 5 November): Booth 
lAnadflenj, Boyd (Catoc). Burtny (Cuatgea). 
Cottonwood (Tottenham Hotspur, Cofins 
fC&mej. GamndB iNotnngham Forest). 
Hendry (KacMHim flOwrSJ. Jackson (Hf- 
oemlani. Joss (Aberdeen). Leighton (H»- 
berrian), McABster (Leeds United), UcCal 
(Rangersi. McCoist (Range*), McQriey 
(Bolton Wanderers). McKJmmie (Atwdeen). 
T McKMay iCeflKl. B MdOnhgr (Btaekbum 
Rovers). McLaren (Rangarei. Mcseay 
i Came). Kevin (Tran mere Rovers). Robert- 
son i Heart of Mtflotfwn). Mtoaosr (Particfc 
ThetJel. 


Flamengo, who have invest- 
ed SI 2m (£7.75m) in pulling to- 
gether their strikeforcc of 
Edmundo and Romano, are 
six points behind the group 
leaders, Gremio Porto Alegre, 
with seven games left, although 
Gremio have played Lhree 
games more than their rivals. 
Gremio have been trying to hur- 
ry through their fixtures to give 
them time to prepare for De- 
cember’s Inter-Continental Cup 
game with Ajax in Tokyo. 

Edmundo has failed to settle 
since joining the club from 
Pahneuas in May, and last week 
a newspaper published a picture 
in which it was claimed he was 
making an obscene gesture at 
fans during a derby with Vasco 
da Gama. Edmundo. left out of 
the Brazilian squad for tomor- 
row’s friendly in Argentina, said 
later he had been stretching. 

Alain Giresse, the former 
French international midfield- 
er, has taken over as trainer of 
Second Division Tbulouse. 
Giresse, 43, is the last of 
France s midfield quartet of 
the 1980s to lake up coaching. 

Michel Platini trained the 
French national team before 
taking a post as co-president of 
France's 199S World Cup or- 
ganising committee, while Jean 
Tigana and Luis Fernandez are 
coaches of Monaco and Pads St- 
Gennain respectively. 

Giresse, who previously had an 
administrative role al Tbui-ouse 
as sporting director, replaces 
RoOand Courbis, who resigned 
on Saturday. 

Uefa have put Antonio Lopez 
Nieto, the Spanish referee in- 
volved in the alleged bribery at- 
tempt which saw Dynamo Kiev 
kicked out of the Champions’ 
Cup, in charge of the Uefa Cup 
third round, second leg match be- 
tween Sparta Prague and Milan 
on 5 December. 

Lopez Nieto alleged Kiev of- 
ficials tried to bribe him before 
their 1-0 Champions’ League 
victory over Panathinaikos in 
September. The Ukrainian chib 
denied the allegation, but Uefa 
annulled the game, expelled Kiev 
from the competition, and barred 
two Kiev officials for life from aD 
Uefa-rclaied activities. 



Butter fibers: John Taylor (No 82) of San Francisco commits the 49ers’ fourth turnover under pressure from Tyrone Poole Photograph: Andy Kuno/AP 

Ailing 49ers fast running out of steam 


American football 


MATT TENCH 

Before the season started, the 
American paper the Sporting 
News ran a three-page feature on 
the San Francisco 49ens offense, 
the general tenor of which was 
thal there was no stopping it, the 
best you could hope for was a 
measure of containment Half a 
season later, there may be a need 
for an apology. 

Not that the News was alone in 
regarding the attacking potential 
of the defending Super Bowl 
champions as one of the wonders 
of the sporting world. With Steve 
Young in his prime; Jeny Rice still 
hungry and (he West Coast of- 
fense tuned to perfection, a suc- 
cession of 40-point victories 
seemed a formality. 

All ofwhidi makes the demise 
of the 49ers, and their offense in 
particular, the most extraordinary 
aspect of a bewildering couple of 


months in the NFL It is not un- 
usual for the boys from the Bay 
Area to drop the odd game in die 
season’s opening chapters, but 
Sunday’s defeat was their fourth, 
and then: second m a row at home 
to a team they would normally 
thrash. A week ago they could 
manage only seven points against 
New Orleans, and they trad to 
make do with the same meagre 
return in losing to an expansion 
dub. the Carolina Panthers. 

The 49ere have been 
by injuries with Young, 

Floyd and Brent Jones all miss- 
ing, but enforced absences are 
the name of the game and 
Geoige Seifert, the 49ers' nor- 
mally placid head coach, was en- 
titled to his furious response to 
this latest reverse. To really an- 
gered at our guys. People have 
to step up,” he said. 

The Panthers took advantage 
of five 49er turnovers, one of 
which, an interception by Tim 
McKyer was ran back 96 yards 


for a touchdown. A brace of John 
Kasay field goals completed 
their scoring before half-time. 
Not that defeat by the Panthers 
is any disgrace these days. It was 
their fourth win in a row. 

The 49eisbope to have Young 
back for Sunday’s visit to the 
Dallas Cowboys, a contest origi- 
nal^ billed as the giaiw 
tiiar season l^cmrenlfy boasting 
an the competitive allure of a buD- 
fight- In a confusing season, just 
about the only team to conform 
to type has been the awesome 
Cowboys (well, all right, the Jets 
are predictably awful) and if the 
49eis cannot beat the Panthers 
and Saints it is hard to see them 
getting within 14 points of their 
old rivals. 

The 49ers’ claim to be the sec- 
ond-best team in the league 
probably belongs to the Kansas 
City Chiefs, whose eighth victory 
of the season came at the expense 
of Washington. The Chiefs lead 
a highly competitive AFC West 


in which the Oakland Raiders are 
also thriving. 

For fans of the Cleveland 
Browns, depression at their lat- 
est defeat (to Houston) paled 
into insignificance once the news 
broke that Art Modell. the 
team’s owner, intended to move 
the team to Baltimore next 
season. On the face of it. the 
derision seems astonishing as the 
fans in Cleveland, unlike those 
in Los Angeles which lost two 
teams in the summer, are among 
the most committed in the 
league. However, the NFL is 
above all else a league of busi- 
nessmen, and if Modell can 
make more money in Baltimore 
we can expect the removal men. 

There was a chilling reminder 
of the sport’s dangers in Min- 
nesota's victory over Green Bay. 
With the game level in the fourth 
quarter, Reggie White and Sean 
Jones, Green Bay’s two gigantic 
defensive stars, collided as they 
attempted to sack W&rren Moon. 


The incident was reminiscent 
of the one which left a former 
New York Jets lineman paralysed 
two years ago. “It reminded me 
a lot of the Dennis Byrd kind of 
thing. The moans, arid the pain 
those guys were in, that’s all I 
could think of," Moon said. 

White injured his knee but 
Jones played on. However, at the 
end of the game Jones. cJeariy 
disorientated and unable to re- 
spond to the repealed question- 
ing of team officials, was taken 
out on a stretcher still wearing his 
uniform. He spent the night in 
hospital suffering from a sus- 
pected concussion. In aU, the 
Packers lost five players from a 
brutal encounter, including their 
starting quarterback Bren Favre, 
and his back-up TV Dctmer. 

NFL (home teams Bf3U: San Francisco 7 Car- 
oiina 13; San Dieep 14 Mam 24: New Or- 
leans 19 51 Loue 10; Cincinnati 17 Oakland 
20; Ctwefend 10 Houston 3; l*ft Jets 7 Mew 
England 20; AUanra 34 Deunt 22; Kansas 
City 24 Washingon 3: Indianapolis 10 But 
bio 16; Seattle 30 NY Giants 25; Oca go 
34 PttatJUfpi 37 (On. DU not p lay. Jack- 
sonville, Tampa Bay. 
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Sydney harbour too small for Olympics 


li > 
- ) 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 

A shadow will be cast this 
week over what was meant to 
be the sparkling high 
Ohmpic vaebting, tne 2000 
Th*» famous 



iwruuiu ai^Luife — r — . . 

rive the sport the sort of sin- 
tering backdrop that would 
attract major television cover- 
rne, something which sailing 
needs to provide if it is to con- 
tinue to enjoy Olympic status 

md support. 

. A report to the sport s gov - 
:miog body. the International 
yacht Racing Union, at its 
irarnal meeting in Hamburg this 
reek will say that there is just 
iot enough room to lay out the 
: -quired number and size of 


courses to handle the 10 
disciplines which have medal 
status. Sydney was meant to be 
a dream location for sailing, but 
unforeseen problems have 
emerged. 

Back from further fact- 
finding in Sydney are Britain’s 
Mike Jackson, one of the orig- 
inal delegates to assess Sydney’s 
suitability- and the chairman of 
the IYRlXs Olympic working 
group, Tbmasz Hole. They have 
found that there is not enough 
space, so some of the classes 
will have to race outside the 
harbour. 

“Courses inside the naroour 
cannot conform with current 

Olympic courses." HoJcsajji/Jt 
is essential that the overall for- 
mal of the event is confirmed 
this November to enable venue 
preparations to commence.” 
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Tb soften the blow, they will 
confirm that there is enough 
room for some of the events, in- 
ducting the more spectacular 
contests which may feature a 
new style of high performance 
sports boat - the British Laser 
5000 is a leading contender 
against Sydney’s borne grown 
18-foot skiffs. But that could 
threaten the continued ap- 
pearance of either the two- 
handed Star keelboat or the 
Finn men’s stnglehander. 

And there wul be a challenge 
when the individual classes of 
boat are chosen in London next 
year from the colourful 16-foot 
Hobie Cal to the present multi- 
bus, the Tbrnado catamaran. 
Supporters of the Hobie Cat, 
wfateh holds its world champ- 
ionship at the end of February 

in Dubai, the likely choice of the 


American football 
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s nowtohave ritore op - a fid- then became a^- 

having lived oft meagre breweff. 

e during Mark's exile tn gjgyedfor M 
■ Monaco and Glasgow. 54 , divotoed an d_u n: ; 

* S days are in ** ployed, he 
fut J’m^iving them ^ Sole and JgntMJg. 
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PF P* 
238 147 
172 155 
172 183 
133 201 
J37 257 

206 206 
178 193 

1S3 171 
206 J203 
138 166 

223 141 
233 140 
206 143 
162 166 
175 223 


NMIONM. CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DMSHM 



193 167 
2S3 120 
167 188 
158 178 

164 195 


Athletics 

The ivonen's prte uaufr non record whs 
broken forths 15 th Time Ms year wnen 
China's Sun Caiyun deared 4.23 me- 


IYRLT m 199S for the second 
World Sailing Championships, 
will argue that their boat meets 
more excitingly the require- 
ments of good television. 

As the IYRU receives about 
45 per cent, and rising, of its 
ftmding from the dividend it 
receives from the Olympic 
Games, it is important to safe- 
guard that. In 1996 it wili receive 
about four times (he amount 
that it did from Korea in 1988, 
a phenomena] growth rate. 

Rod Carr, the British 
Olympic coach, says that the 
delegates, from more than 100 
countries, will have to realise 
that, if they want all the racing 
in Sydney Harbour, it could not 
follow the format as it now 
exists. But be is more relaxed 
about a presentation expected 
from uie Atlanta games 


tree in Shenzhen on Saturday Caiyun 
beat the previous record of 4 . 22 m which 
was set by Daneta Bartow, of the Czech 
Republic, on 11 September. 

Astrid Marines, the German triple 
jumper, has been suspended for three 
months after testing positive for caffeine 
on 3 September at a German event. 


Basketball 

NBA: Portland 109 Utah 105; Houston 106 
Rwer*,104;Saesarwrtn99UCapoen82;Van- 

couwr ioo uhnesma as rot). 


Cricket 

CASTLE CUP (four day matches) Dttrtrao Iff- 
ml day); Nasi 297 and 253 |A C Hudson 93. 
ULBttms52;CEBat*CD***K Vmo*XB 
and 124 (A M Bach* 53). Natal Mat irona. 
rad by 167 hk. Kart HtesBom (ttaal dwk 
Es^ F¥iwiv»21S^4580<CWteM^a 
D J aeftwfcw 12ZGCUO * » C FQwm 
4-6?): Fn* Sam 517 tor 9*e *4136 tor 5 

2: 

en PmincB 451 © M MeWtan 116. J BCom- 

rrtns 94, D Hflyws 71, E 0 SBnora 54). 

Football 

TRANSFERS: MbMM W B ttPi ID 

Prasnjn; dutch MountfifikJ fdcscMta) Northamp. 

UMN TtMNSH*: Ben Ttmloy ffenwtf Alpn- 
cteserUnaai roSioc*j»rt. 

SCOTLAND SOUAD (Und»-21El*TJp«*n CtWTV 

phmsWii quaSSfirvSM MaHno, HrWfl, 14 No- 
fto*m ! «Mft 

Rowo). OaBy Dundee Uan, Dennett* tCetttu, 
PatceL GarfinsrfHt*,). Gton 

(AbPd«n> Mammon (Dundee). HandnUa 

Wd). Hwpw fan). 
Kctr I Cel DC 1. Uridall ©onwtoy). McCsua 

Sun**.'. McUvghUn fCemrt, 


organisers about the sailing 
venue in Savannah. 

After much lobbying, assur- 
ances will be giveu that a huge 
day marina, at a cost of up to 
Sim (£633,000), will be provid- 
ed, instead of using Williamsons 
Island, which aU but disap- 
peared during hurricane- 
induoed high tides earlier this 
year. A fleet of barges will allow 
competitors to puli their boats 
out of the water as well as giv- 
ing shelter and other facilities. 

Behind the scenes, the major 
power struggle will be over 
moves by the IYRU to bring the 
London-based Offshore Racing 
Council under greater control, 
combining that with moves to 
introduce yet another handi- 
capping rule to challenge the 
relatively new International 
Measurement System. 


Early nerves 
are overcome 
by Parke 

Squash 


qualifier 
World Cb 


Simon Parke, the England first 
string, was “a bit relieved" to 
have survived a first-round tic 
with Dan Jenson, a 19-year-old 
from Australia, in the 
Id Championship in Nicosia, 

Cyprus, yesterday. 

^It was a nervy performance,'’ 
Parke said, after winning 15-6 
11-15 15-11 15-13. ‘‘Dan is such 
a quick, inventive player.” 
Jansher Khan, the defending 
champion, went through 3-1 
John Ransom e of Essex, 
line was content to have 
taken a game from Jansher, 
which won him free drinks all 
nigh t following a wager with 
fellow players. 


Plans for 
the track 


Athletics 


SPORTING DIGEST 


ICew.). Ifcfflwm fOtfnm). Mfcw 

ray (Rvfpsl, Prwtioy (Puma umbo). Sn 


fSanamfomu ) 

FA UMBRO litOPHY TMRD ROUND 4UMJFV* 
MG DRAW: Spennymocr v Nuysnon; HSesnwi 
TbM> v Buown Burton Muon v Bamtw Bridge. 
Attwn Utf v CuSOn Asian w Lancaoer; asfr- 
OP Auttond v WKton AUon; RadcKfle v FmsJey 
Mdc Emkr » Gnai Hawoou; Choriey v Wr»- 


un; Bfyoi Spartans; v G«n« Utmai at Dudlty 
v VS RuflW. Aeomaan Stanley i Greetey Rowra 
l^elw8Osn»uror£ll0sirokGisnstX)n)u0iTnv 
ttyiOielmsfanl vVDad*«Gtauc«WwflaH3hOC 
Borehari WmdvHoyijn^BS^lS; &TXT(^vVtor 
vai\ w Oriad: Woiwsto v Aitodstry. Owmt w 
OKstem United v RuSmg Motes* v Sahes Tow; 
Carstaltan AOTefle v Bmmires; Si As»n& v 
Dims Suaon v T«*sndfla; wotUm or Ruais 
ManofvBasrt«y; Rarom v iMxxaec Dokmsb' 
v Hayeu Httiwi i Boew n&s or Soingbaume 
Newport v Oass AODew CmtndBK HafUwcSal- 
sbuyaSudiunrTQwrivToooni, lisstotepbved 
on Sauna#. 25 Nuiurber. 

MONMV-S UOE BEBUUSi Fteueh lM0ws Pas 
a Gem» 3 Mea 2; Cannes 0 StrasooufE 3JW- 
Man 3 Capon 2. Spi 
OEsinnoll. 


Ocpanw La Coruna 0 


Golf 

BMWZa WPHU> QPBI { Dw rolwa, i 
IrofflBg ftai KMC 208 F Nototo wa 7ff7D 
tSBL 209 M MdUy Bin) 72 70 67; M A jnftWK 
(SO 67 C9 73, 2SD M CatoawcMB (US) 71 70 
BS: » Rwfirand fflw) 69 72 69; E Rumens (Aig) 
69 71 70: E Au&iw (US) 70 70 70. 211 J D® 
(US) 70 66 73; C aaleMUS) 66 70 73. 212 R 
Goasen GW 70 72 70; L Parsons (Aej 70 72 70; 
E Os PAJ 71 70 7L 213 B F«an (US) 73 71 69: 
F2beHef(US)87 71 75. 214 P Curry 73 71 
70; L Jsnan (US) ?a 70 71; P-U Johansson (Swe) 
72 71 71; S Torrance (GB) 7169 74. Setpeud: 
216 A QUcom (G8) 71 75 70. 

ALFRH) DUMUL MUSTERS (Jakarta, todsa) 
LoMSog final scares (66 at fci dh1«m statod); 
267 M Canute* (NT) 66 65 68 66 ; 272 m 
M odanu 70 67 69 66; C Puny fAusj 66 65 72 
69. 275 5 ApplBBy (AuSi 69 09 72 65. 276 W 
Graoy lAust 72 TO 68 66. 27T V Sn0r (H|i) 73 


72 67 66. 276 6 Owlmefs tAua) 74 70 67 66. 
Sotocttct 279 M Qnnbeig ISwe) 66 70 69 74. 
284 1 Woosnam 67 72 68 77. 
KAPAUUMlEMATIONALQIamS) Landtag 6* 
ml ttowllB wi l l rttWrft 271 J Fury*. 65 

65 71 TO. 273 R Cochran 6766 7367; B Lana 
(Em) 66 £6 69 69( J MtDflWm 66 69 68 70. 
274 B Crenshaw 87 67 71 69: Uflhman 67 69 
69 69. 275 S Jones 73 65 72 66; M Dawson 

67 67 73 8L 278 F Coupfea 69 72 69 67; K 
ToptoS SB 66 74 68; H twin 68 67 68 73. 277 
D SWttowv Jr 69 68 74 66: N Lancaa® 72 68 

68 68. 278 J Defclne 72 67 72 67; J Sctroed- 
er 67 72 72 67; G Borns 68 70 74 66; R lehr 

66 73 71 68; S Lvto (SCO) 68 68 73 69; P Ja 
axwn 68 66 71 73; S PB» 71 67 65 75. 279 
W Andrade 69 70 69 71; D Low 69 64 73 73. 
LEM7M0 W0R1I) MNXMBS: 1 G Nonnon (Aus) 
2223 He awe 2 N Pnu Can) L5J33; 8 E Els 
ISA) uffiB; 4 H LanflH (fieri lSJtBNFatt? 
(G81 145& 6 C Moitgvner* (£® 14.13; 7 C 
Pawn (US) 1254; BFCcvpte (US) 13.17; 9S 
EU«m (Aus) 1051; 10 M Obn (Japant 10.4L 

Ice hockey 

Die Lindros, the Ryers' entire and the 
National Hockey League's most valu- 
able player last season, has been di- 
agrwsed with a sprained figment mtns 
left knee- A sprain of tNs severity coiid 
mean he is out of action unbf mid -De- 
cember. 

CML: Ftonria 4 Tampa Bay 1; WinrtpegA Buf- 
&0 3; pnaadelpha 6 Hartford 1; Anohean 6 
New Jersey 1; CDkxado 7 Chicagp 3. 

Ro^by League 

Sjyftrtha»e«pedAiDav)S,the5ariim- 
half from the wok Hands' winning side 
m the Emerging Nations World Cup. Two 
other members of that side. Bob 
Hunter and Sonny Shepherd, are join- 
ing Leigh. 


Following a season marred by 
team selection and pay disputes, 
British athletes are to form their 
own association to deal direct- 
ly with the sport’s administrators. 

Linford Christie, Jonathan 
Edwards and Sally Gunnell are 
among the leading performers 
involved in creating a forum for 
“an exchange of views and a mu- 
tually beneficial increase in co- 
operation". The initiative is 
coordinated by Roger Black 
and Geoff Parsons. Missing 
from the list, however, is Colin 
Jackson, who has vowed to boy- 
cott any BAF events. 

“An association would place 
the athlete firmly al the centre 


Rugby Union 

Jonathan Dawes, who made a winning 
return to the Ome with Cardiff or Sun- 
day, bio embark on a career In broad- 
casting. Davies wtf fit in his new duties 
as presenter on BSC Wales television 
and radio-inbMhtheWelshandEng- 
lish tar^jage - arwnd his cammitmerBE 
to Cardiff. 

IDI-NAIIOH SHOES mNBMRK 13 JMy Aus- 
traka * South Atoc* 20 July New Zealand v South 
Mncs: a Aug South Airica « Australia (Blown 
fcmwiJ: id Ang South Atea vNwZeatedfCape 
Town). 

NEW ZEALAND rrtBWRT (tour (X South Attend 
GM£vBoiatt] twtmonxv [YikwesavfciflAng 
v Souih AInca (IrMBtion senes. Cape Town); 13 
*ue v Eastern Pitwinoe (Pon Etaabefh}; 17 A at 
vScvthAfrsalDifltanUSOAngvWlasaniTiwifr 
«aallPMEh4tsmonii;24Ai4{vSou0iAAiealRne- 
tonat; 27 Au£ « Gttquaiand lAtest (KHhijerte*!: 31 
tut V &WIB Alnea 

Snooker 

ROTHMANS BRAND Pfitt (Mnoctta. IHt>) 
fWrf: PSxton (£ne) bt J Hjgns (Sco) 7-4. 

Squash 

V>O<^ atAMP>0lffiHg6pte08^R^ round: 
Jws®r Wan (Rvtf m Jftaisane (Engl 15-11 

PUfa (Eng} tuD Jen- 
sor i Wusi 1M U-15 15-U 15-12; PMcoi (Sco) 
2 * 15-7 1M iS- 

« M Heath (Sal 17-15 15-10 15-5 

Teimls 

aare Wood, who won me Brttteh Na- 
tional title for the third time at TeHord 
on Saturday, will lead the British team 
in oi© First Division of (he European 
Women's championship at Katrine- 


peace on 
proposed 

of the derision-making process," 
Black said. “We have to get away 
from this ‘us and them' situation. 
It is crucial to the well-being of 
the sport. A lot of the problems 
can be sorted out if people are 
prepared to sit round the table 
and communicate." 

The move was welcomed by 
the British Athletic Federa- 
tion. which has been a( odds for 
months with many of the ath- 
letes. “This heralds a new era." 
Peter Radford, the BAF exec- 
utive chairman, said. “There has 
been a need for such a group for 
some time." 

As a sign of goodwill the BAF 
postponed tomorrow’s an- 
nouncement of selection policy 
for next year's Olympics to allow 
for consultation with athletes. 


holm, Sweden, from 10-12 November. 
Sam Smith, the grt from Essex who was 
beaten In the fettord final by Wood, and 
two Devon pteyera, Karen Cross and Val- 
da Lake, complete the British team. 
BELL CfMtiSUBE IKMEN'S TOURNAMENT 
(Quebec) finat B SctMC-McCarjiy (Netfi) bt 
D Morvimi (B0J 7-6 6-2. 

BANK Of the west CLASSIC (Oattaod. Caffl 
Rnafc M Mafeeva (Bul) bt Ai Sugtama i Japan) 
6-3 6-4. 

LENDMB ATP TOUH RAMUMS: 3 P SampTC 
(US) ii,43epc; 2 A Agassi iUS) 4^67: 3 T 
Muster (Aut) 4.474; 4 6 BecHer iGen 3.135; 
5 M Cftane (US) 2.980; 6 V Kafetoikw (Rusl 
2^19; 7 J CMm (US) 2.443: 8 7 Eno«si i9«c) 
2,139; 9 W Femara JSAJ 2.049; 10 6 hurt- 
sevic iciuai 1861 . 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

182 


The number of League games 
that Manchester United have 
won out of the 363 they have 
played during Alex Fergu- 
son's managership. Ferguson, 
who begins his 10 th year in 
charge today, has presided 
over 76 defeats. 
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Tm still a South African. Always have been, always will be . at playing with 

MIKE CATT talks about his pride in playing for England, his frustration at p.aymg r 

Andrew, and Jonah Lomu and those pizza ads 


Leading clubs look to the money 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 

The talk is cheap, the solution 
is costly. For all the words on the 
subject, professionalism boils 
down to one thing -money. And 
lots of it, according to the lead- 
ing dubs in the Courage League. 
English First Division Rugby 
Limited yesterday unveiled their 
blueprint for the game, which 
was proffered to the Rugby 
Football Union's commission a 
couple of weeks ago. 

The overall conclusion of 
EFDR chairman, Peter Wheel- 
er, was that dubs wffl need at least 
£lra at the start of the 1996-97 
season in order to undertake the 
changeover to a professional 
game. The EFDR envisaged 


raising the cash by persuading the 
RFU to give each chib £500,000 
from their television monies for 
European and domestic com- 
petitions, with the dubs then rais- 
ing the balance through 
sponsorship, perimeter adver- 
tising and collectors’ cards of 
pbyeis - an kiea borrowed from 
football’s Premiership which 
raised £2m in a season. 

There are other ways of 
course. Newcastle have Sir John 
Hall and now two other dubs are 

looking for a major investor. 
Saracens held a meeting of mem- 
bers last nigfit in which a vote was 
taken on whether the dub should 
become a public limited com- 
pany. If the verdict was yes then 
they were due to announce back- 
ing from a prominent busmessr 


THE PROPOSALS OF THE ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION CLUBS 


■ En^sn FW DMswn Rutfiy Lai w be cri- 
leawevotee tar dubs . 


soesWp-tD t» stored oqua*y among Htst 
DnaUnduU 

■ mTVmntracisorsponscn^dBats-af- 
- fecang His DWston dubs to be. negttatad 

tv RFU without imohement of EFDR 

■ reschedule flw Nations 1 Championship 
(Wfflng*.BaeMri snoot season 


help launch the north London 
dub into the professional era. 

And Bath are seeking ap- 
proval from their membership for 
a similar money-raising deal. 
Their 4,000 members haw been 
salt a letter asking them to al- 
low the dub to be handed over 
to a millionaire backer. This 
move reinforces the suspicion it 


■European league to Mtaw dames&o com- 
u w i Bun 

■ only one oortraa per pfc&w. hsiwmcMt 

«*Spfey«r ' 1 

■sBudante c d item of contract, along the 

imes of ftKRbamug* league 

■no Bfrtts on pepnencs or tomi of contracts 

■ compensation for dub when a player of 
metre is incapacitated wMe on intemauon- 
Bi duty 


was Bath who put an advertise- 
ment in the financial Tunes ask- 
ing for a wealthy investor. They 
expect to know the outcome of 
their mail shot by Thursday. 

By then, of course, the RFU 
commission will have published 
their report and the First Divi- 
sion dubs win discover whether 
any of their ideas have been 
adopted by Twickenham. The 


■ currant reparation pwtodsdl t» deemed 
a rMtnsnt of trade 1 

■ tntt on number at non-EEC p«aj«re per 
-ream 

■ regia&ay tody tor transfers - 

■ ftreoacEte of tees"3CC0rtlng» standard 
rtflwer 

■ transfer dearth®. 

■ Bri*tf transfer artMtyln«^ 


EFDR paper set up three work- 
ing parties to look into: market- 
ing and RFU representation; 
competition and the aructiire of 
the season, including moving 
the Five Nations’ Championship 
to the end of the season, which 
is in line with the cMmmission's 
thinking; players' contracts, reg- 
istrations and transfers. 

On the subject of transfers 


Wheeler, the former England 
captain and hooker and now 
president of Leicester, predict- 
ed transfers win go over “the 
£100,000 mark very quickljr 
The EFDR wants a regulato- 
ry body to control player move- 
ment and they also want to see 
a fixed scale of fees introduced, 
nWn-mgh they are aware that such 
a ruling would be subject to Eng- 
lish and European law. Players 
would be allowed a payment of 
between five and 10 per cent of 
any transfer fee. They have 
drawn a great deal on football s 
example and want a transfer 
deadline. When it comes to play- 
er contracts they want them to 
be between club and player 
rather than country and player, 
dubs are already considering 


dufc like 

Newcastle and Harlequins- 

The Northampton coach, ran 
McGeecban. revealedy^terday 
that Quins, who hawj^t bada 

i^n nnn -florin rnont rnPHUU KX* 


IViiCU kWT ■ m 

the player, have not^en^- 
“Martin has been put under quite 
cansidexabfe pressure with the per- 
sisteace of Quins," McGeedian 
said. “It’s a lottery at the moment 
with no contracts being allowed. 
The really vulnerable players at 
l he moment are those P^S “ 
top sides’ Second XVs. Ideally I 
would like to sign our players on 
three and five-year contracts. 

Wheeler does not expect to 
find the EFDR in full agreement 

with the RFU commission but 


be hopesTwkrfoenham 
considered carefully .Usetc^ v 
proposals. “We beBeve' ^ ; 
structure of the RFU shQa$}x__ L : 
looked at, but we are nol^£. i 
to run things.” he said. 

just looking for a fuH saying ■ 
professional game. We;^_ 
the competition struct!*^ ~ 
which the clubs are taJdag^. ' 
lobe run professianaHy ■ 
want fuB involvement 
0 The former Scotland**^ 


the Scottish Rugby UmOTofa* 


claims the SRU are took^ 

pay squad members £20i®Q 
man, compared to tbeflO^QQQ , 
a man which he bdietftarjggd 
Zealand players will eam^^j 

the Scots tour there next 


FA to hold 
St Andrew’s 
inquiry 



Football 

CATHERINE RILEY 

The war of words between 
Birmingham City and MiJIwalJ 
continued yesterday, with both 
insisting their fans were not re- 
ponsible for the crowd distur- 
bances which maiTed their First 
Division match at St Andrews. 

The Football Association has 
confirmed it is to hold an offi- 
cial inquiry into Saturday’s 
clashes - both inside and out- 
side the ground - between fans 
and police, who insisted Birm- 
ingham supporters had insti- 
gated the trouble. 

Superintendent Roger Con- 
way of West Midlands Police 
said Birmingham fans seated 
above lVfiDwall supporters “were 
spitting and throwing coins and 
even golf balls. As the game 
came to an end. the missiles be- 
came heavier and bits of wood 
were being hurled down. The 
Millwall fans, to their credit, did 
not retaliate, but at the end of 
the game, their patience ran out 
and a few began ripping up plas- 
tic seating which they threw up 
towards the Birmingham fans." 

Birmingham, however, are 
adamant their fans were guilty 
of nothing mote than over- 
cxuberence, and rejected alle- 
gations that a Millwall substitute, 
Dave Savage, was punched by a 
City fan while warming up. 

Chelsea’s behind the scenes 
power struggle intensified yes- 
terday as Matthew Harding, 
the Stamford Bridge landlord, 
resigned as a director of Chelsea 
Village, the company run by Ken 
Bates which owns the club. 

His resignation is believed to 
have been brought about by an 
increasingly difficult relationship 
with Bates, Chelsea’s chairman, 
although Harding may be about 
to launch a bid for Bates' con- 
trolling interest in Chelsea Vil- 


lage, which would give him to- 
tal ownership of Bridge affairs. 

Middlesbrough are to hold 
talks with the English and 
Brazilian FAs over the chib ver- 
sus country conflict that is biw- 
mg over the release of Juninho. 
Brazil are insisting be must be 
made available for their Under- 
23 squad, which will play in the 
Olympic (qualifying tournament 
in Argentina next spring. Keith 
■ Lamb, the Middlesbrough chief 
executive, said the dub would 
check the rules and then hold 
talks with both associations in 
a bid to reach a compromise. 

Fifa, the world governing 
body, and the International 
Olympic Committee regard the 
Olympic tournament as a ma- 
jor competition, and Fife would 
be likely to rule in a national 
federation's favour in any dub- 
v-country dispute. 

Phil Whelan, the Middles- 
brough defender, could be out of 
action for six weeks after suf- 
fering a fractured jaw in training. 

The Manchester United mid- 
fielder, Roy Keane, could be out 
of action until Christmas as he 
is due to have a hernia operation 
today, which means he will miss 
the Republic of Ireland’s vital 
European Championship qual- 
ifier with Portugal in Lisbon on 
15 November. 

“Roy has struggled with this 
problem for some time and we 
realised after Saturday we 
couldn't put off surgeiy any 
longer,” Alex ftiguson, the Unit- 
ed manager, said. "He is devas- 
tated to miss Ireland's match, but 
we really have no choice." 

Graham Fenton, who trained 
with Blackburn yesterday, is 
poised to complete his delayed 
£15m move from Aston Villa. 
Rovers wanted to check out 
Fenton’s groin injury, which he 
has played with throughout his 
career, and they are now hap- 
py to let the transfer proceed. 



^ 




Making headway: Maurice Lindsay, the chief executive of the Rugby League, announcing the structure of the new Super League in Leeds yesterday Photograph: John 

European Super League blueprint unveiled 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FI ELD 

The game's besl-ever fixture list 
was unveiled yesterday- and no 
less an authority than Mai 
Meninga says that it will all ac- 
tually happen. 

An opening day European 
Super League linc-up that in- 
cludes Sheffield Eagles at Paris, 
followed by a wealth of in- 
ternational competition; it all 
sounded, as even the most scep- 
tical over the intentions of 
News Ltd would have to admit 
absolutely splendid. 

Onthe face of it, the decision 
of ail rugby league’s governing 
bodies apart from Australia to 


go along with Rupert Murdoch 
and his “global vision" will pro- 
duce a wealth of goodies. 

That first European Super 
League season, starting in 
March, for instance, will lead to 
play-offs between the top four 
clubs in Europe and Australa- 
sia, producing a World Chib 
Championship Final in .Aus- 
tralia next September. 

Although the rift with the 
Australian Rugby League 
means, inevitably, that the 
scheduled Lions tour there next 
summer will not take place, it 
is replaced, in this new blue- 
print. by a Lour taking in Tests 
in Papua New Guinea. Australia 
and New Zealand next autumn. 

All that seems to hinge heav- 


ily on Super League winning its 
court case against the ARL 
That is something which 
Meninga, one of Australia's 
greatest players before becom- 
ing a highly-effectrve figure- 
head for the break-away Super 
League, firmly believes h will do. 

“Our lawyers say we have a 
90 per cent chance of win- 
ning,’' he said, matching exact- 
ly the odds that the ARLs 
lawyers have guaranteed their 
side. “But, however the case 
goes, we will have a very, very 
competitive Super League starl- 
ing in March.” 

The details of the European 
Super League remain to be 
thrashed ouL The fixtures re- 
leased yesterday only specify 


matches “on the weekend of...' 


The demands of Sky Television. 
the driving force behind the op- 
eration, however, point to 
games on Friday, Saturday, 


Sunday and - in the winter foot- 
ball slot - Monday evenings. 

Apart from Pam. whose cre- 
dentials were underlined by the 
presence of Jacques Fouroux, 
the Super League - at least un- 
to Newcastle and/or Cardiff are 
fcst-lacked in at some future 
date - will look curiously like the 
current lop division played in 
better weather. 

Apart from the global ele- 
ment of the World Club 
Championship, Super League 
promises an annual World 
Nines in Fiji, an Oceania Cup 


involving the South Pacific na- 
tions, a three-cornered contest 
for New South Whies, Queens- 
land and New Zealand, and a 
Five Nations Championship 
eventually bringing in Ireland 
and Scotland as weff as England, 
Wales and France. 

SUPS* ICAOJE HRSrniWHXIUES.- 31M«ri: 
ftwtorlBuifevtasifek^Holtfax'iliirvtaiBrein- 
cos; Leeds v Wtamgnn; Par* v Sheffield Eages; 
Wffln v CMtara WarMngton Town vSt Helena. 
MAJOR SUPER LEAGUE DATES: February 
USB: Fiji Pfcws. 29/31 March; Opening rexyid 
rf European Super Lfl jpie. 27 Aral: S* Cup 


Chaaengp Cn> Final AVerrtfeyi. Ms 
Winner; or composte s»fc to SOW 
land. June: Tn Senes (fluttrabaMearartre 
Jaw Engaid v France iGafesheacQ. 19 1 
FiztnXM WMe, iPansi. Z£ Jurat WaHsirfi 
iConWTl: Scotland v Jutland hem* Aw, l 
tender Lumper Sumt LaaffjeFtei 
Otis [1 v •>. 2 v 3). 8 Separatee 
firvaL PAR Divisional Final and Acartemj 
Iiatatn. IAS** ante: s*jpei Lea&*\_ 
Chanyonslaps (European luAstrattrai 
raped* 2 v Austrian 3 m Bntan; mens 
n AustretGpi. 20 Septunber; Evcpeansc’ 
naan wnuTrals. 28 SopMiXMR WMO 
awmwwsttip Final (AusuotaL » Bapra 
G8 vPNGrPon Monsaxr. 5 October G8: 
nafa (Tcwnafel. 13 October GB v 
bonei- 20 October: GB v Ausozfca (Sjdrev 
Giwnd). 27 October. GB v NewZeatand 
land!, 3 November. GB v Wtfi’ Zb3SwI(. 
churchi. 
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Monday’s Solution 
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SA name quick-fire team 


ACROSS 2A 

I Don’t mind adult responsi- 25 
bility. it's exciting f7) 

5 A socialist about to sus out 26 
you’ve given word (7) 

9 After tea shocked RAC 27 
ban old vehicle {9) 

10 One, say, is offering pro- 
tection (5) 

II Sbowins no difference in i 
the qualifications (5) 

12 Encourage one in shoot to 2 
scramble, having used this? 
(3-6) 

14 Absence of delivery? (9,5) 3 

17 Inure sound herd to be 
managed when badly fed 
H4) 4 

21 One new dodge almost sup- 
pressed sin. nasty but £*■ 5 
sential t9) 

23 Picture that is found on out- 6 
side of periodical (5) 


Anger Geordie girl? (5) 7 

Pretend to take time to get 
going (9) 8 

Score own goal? My pal is 
upset (7) 13 

Perhaps Governor-Gener- 
al’s horses? (7) 15 

DOWN 

Heartless cook in laretrans- 16 

g irt is bound to argue (6) 
rilliant performance of 
Indian cut before a game's IS 
up (7) 

South London street with 19 
name of Devon place is a 
minor thing (5 ,4) 20 

Non-professional mar- 
riages? (5.6) 

Part of non-rectilinear dr- 22 
cumfcrence (3) 25 

Fur about to be put among 
bargain offers (5) 


It could be great at Henley 

Possibly Crete by day is cir- 
cumspect (8) 

Start making omelettes? 


Cricket 

JAMES ALEXANDER 
reports from Kimberley 

Brule force will be the method 
employed by South Africa in 
their attempt to win this series. 
They announced a 12-man 
squad yesterday for the first lest 
against England, which includes 
five bowlers ranging from fast- 
medium to very fast indeed. 

It is likely all five will play, un- 
less the pilch at Centurion Park 
in Pretoria is expected to turn 
at the last minute, in which case 
the left-arm spinner, Clive Ek- 
sleen. will be in the XL Even the 
West Indies have never em- 
ployed more than four fast 
bowlers in any one match. 

Shaun Pollock, the latest in a 
famous dynasty and son of the 
present chairman of selectors, is 
one of the five, and named for the 
first time. Peter Pollock was an 
outstanding fast bowler who took 
116 wickets in 28 Tests and un- 
de Graeme, of course, was a bats- 


man rivalled only by Sobers as die 
best in the world 25 years ago. 

An attack comprising five 
quick bowlers scarcely suggests 
variety, but they are all differ- 
ent Allan Donald’s qualities arc 
well-known - Raymond filing- 
worth believes him to be the 
best in the world at the moment 
- and Brett Schultz will bowl 
left-arm over at high velocity. 
He is unpredictable, with a his- 
tory of knee trouble, but Is 
strong and has genuine pace. 

Craig Matthews is the stock 
bowler and Brian McMillan a 
good enough all-rounder to bat 
at No 6. Fanie De Villicrs. sec- 
ond only to Donald as South 
Africa's leading wicket-taker 
since their return to Test crick- 
et, was unavailable because of 
injury. Kepler Wessels, the for- 
mer captain many thought 
might return to add ballast to 
the batting, told the selectors he 
did not wish to be considered. 

Illingworth was un fazed by 
the apparent fusillade coming 
England's way. “If four fast 


bowlers can't do iL I don't see 
why five can." was his view, and 
iL is difficult to argue with that. 
He is more concerned with 
Robin Smith and Devon Mal- 
colm finding their form against 
South Africa A here on Thurs- 
day, the last game before the 1esL 
The opposition includes 
Jacques Kallis. the talented 
batsman from Cape Town who 
is applying pressure to Jonty 
Rhodes' Test place. Paul Adams, 
a leri-arm Chinaman bowler 
with an action that requires a fair 
degree of contortion, is select- 
ed after just one first-class 
match. 

SOUTH AFRICA (First last v England, start- 
I "* U November, Pretoria] From: A C Hud- 
son (Natan. G Kbstsn (western Prawncel. w 
I Cronja (Fnoe Slate, capt], D J Codbun 
fflorteri. i N Rhodes (Natafl, 8 M McBMIrai 
Mfeaiem Pnwtnce). D J Richardson (Eastern 
Province, wWJ. SM Potock (Natal). CR 
Matthews (Weslem PrtMncej. A A Donald [Free 
Stale). B N Scfctdb (Eastern Ftowicej. C E Ek- 
stoen (Ttansxaan. 

■ Dickie Bird is to umpire the 
second Test between Australia 
and Pakistan in Hobart from 17 
to 21 November and the final 
Tfest in Sydney from 30 No- 



Sail Tuesday? Certainly not 
when suffering from tired- 
ness (9) 

Activity of boxer dog is 
rounding up 51 on motor- 
way (8) 

Hesitates to be flashily shin- 
ed (7) 

Put out English person at 
high tea (7) 

About to abandon recon- 
naissance on sbip for a 
break (6) 

Perfect notion to Libera] (5) 
South Africa's foreign cap- 
ital, for instance (3)" 


Saddam’s team head goalscorers 


The number of goals in in- 
ternational foot ball matches is 
on the increase - but the World 
Cup holders, Brazil, bavc 
scored less than Iraq. 

In its biggest-ever survey, 
world football’s governing body, 
Fife, yesterday published details 
of 12,865 goals scored in 5,1 19 
matches over the past 10 years. 


The match average was 2J 
goals hi the mid-1980s. In the late 
1980s this slumped to just over 
two. It reached a high of 2J$ in 
1993 and currently stands at 2.7. 

The World Cup finals in Italy 
in 1990 -with only 22 per match 
- prompted Fifa to mtroducc ruie 
changes favouring attacking play. 
The reforms paid off at the 1994 


World Cup in United States, 
where fans enjoyed an average 
of 2.7 per match. 

Iraq heads the list of scorers, 
netting nearly two per match be- 
tween 1985 and 1995. Brazil, 
Mexico, the Netherlands and 
New Zealand arc next on 1.8. 
The highest score was Uganda 
9 Iran 8, in November 1989. 
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